
Sermon Notes
Text: Nehemiah 4:1-23

Intro:

It’s is possible that Christians face challenges no one else has to face, 
simply because of our desire to obey God. 

2 Timothy 3:12

Matthew 5:10-12

We have spiritual resources that help us face opposition. 

1. Be aware of the strategy of the enemy

Sanballat and Tobiah (and their friends): Nehemiah 2:10, 19; 4:7-8. 

If you want to follow the vision of God, you’re going to meet some 
Sanballats and Tobiahs. 

Ephesians 6:12

2 Corinthians 2:11

2. While we work for God, He fights for us

v. 20

Relationship between God’s sovereignty and human responsibility

1 Samuel 17:47

Acts 27 

Psalm 127:1

3. What should we do when we are “despised”?

v. 4

Don’t pray like Nehemiah (v. 4-5)

Jesus has shown us a new and better way to respond to our enemies

Romans 12:19-21

Luke 6:27-28

Conclusion:

Nehemiah 6:15-16
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Life Group Discussion

Warm up:

1. Recap the Sunday sermon. What intrigued you? Perplexed you? 
What did you learn? What questions remain?

2. What is your definition of “persecution”? Have you ever experienced 
it? What does persecution look like in a place like Canada as 
compared to countries without freedom to worship?

Study & Discussion:

1. Read 2 Timothy 3:10-17. What is Paul saying about persecution? 
Why does a Godly life lead to persecution? Does Paul give any clues 
about how to handle it?

2. Read Ephesians 6:10-17. What does this passage say about the 
persecution and challenges we face? Why is it important to 
understand that our true struggle is against “spiritual forces” rather 
than human forces? How does Paul’s “Armor of God” metaphor help 
us defend ourselves?

3. Read Romans 12:19-21 and Luke 6:27-28. Is this how Nehemiah 
responded to his enemies? Is this teaching hard to follow? Why or 
why not?

Application:

1. Consider how you have responded to persecution in the past. Maybe 
you’ve been combative. Maybe you’ve been passive. Maybe you’ve 
backed down in the face of the intimidation. Is there anything you 
want to do differently next time?

Prayer:

1. Pray for persecuted Christians around the world.

2. Other Requests
•
•
•
•
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