
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Glad Tidings 

 

  February 2021 

Firs t  R eformed Church ,  Vo lga ,  SD  

“I bring you glad tidings of great joy…” 

A Few More Proverbs and Then Lent 
We will continue with the book of Proverbs the first two weeks in February, but 
then with Lent, we will switch to focus on Jesus’ identity in the gospel of John   
(often in His “I Am” statements). We will return to Proverbs after Easter.   
Please check out the article elsewhere in this newsletter about a Lenten evening  
series that we will share with the Christian Reformed Church which will begin on 
February 21.  
 

 February 7 – This week we will look at various proverbs that give us God’s   
wisdom for conflict situations. Carol Kleinjan will provide ministry of praise.    
By the way, this would normally be the week that we celebrate the Lord’s      
Supper but due to COVID-19 concerns, we are postponing that until the first 
Sunday of March. 

 

 February 14 - We will look at what Proverbs 8-9 says about 
wisdom personified and how it points to Jesus. This will make a 
good transition from our Proverbs series to our Lenten series on 
Jesus’ identity. A praise team will lead our singing and the Van 
Duyns will bring ministry of praise. You should also note that 
there will be a special congregational meeting in the evening     
(7 p.m.) to talk about how our church and classis might respond to some of the 
things going on in the RCA.                      

          (continued on back page)                                     

A Few More Proverbs and Then Lent 
 
 February 19 (ASH WEDNESDAY)  - For this 7:30 p.m. service, we will begin our 

Lenten season and Lenten sermon series by looking a Jesus’ identify as the Lamb 
of God in John 1. Because of COVID-19 concerns, however we will NOT be marking 
hands with ashes this year. The medallions will be available on the table in the 
back of the sanctuary. 

 

 February 21—John 1 refers to Jesus as the Word of God. We will explore that on 
the First Sunday of Lent. . 

 

 February 28—Jesus called Himself the Light of the World, and that will be our 
theme on the Second Sunday of Lent. A praise team will lead our singing.  

 

 
 

FRC and CRC to Share in Lenten Series 
In 2018 and 2019 the Christian Reformed Church (CRC) and our church shared in a 
Lenten series. We did not, however, do that last year because of COVID concerns. But 
we would like to have one again this year.  
Each week during Lent, we will have a 7 p.m. service, alternating from one church to 
the other. Pastor Dave will preach whenever the service is at CRC and Pastor Bryan 
will preach when we are hosting.  
Since there are some COVID concerns, however, we are not sure about having any  
fellowship time after the first and last services. The COVID protocol will be deter-
mined by the hosting church each week. We will let you know what that is, when it is 
our turn to go to CRC. 
The overall theme of the series will be on the blood of Jesus—a theme that is found 
about three times more often than the cross in the New Testament.  
Here is the schedule:  
 
February 21 FRC hosts Pastor Bryan Romans 3 
February 28 CRC hosts Pastor Dave Genesis 4 and Hebrews 12 
March 7 FRC hosts Pastor Bryan Hebrews 9 
March 14 CRC hosts Pastor Dave Colossians 1 
March 21 FRC hosts Pastor Bryan 1 Peter 1 
March 28 CRC hosts  Pastor Dave Revelation 12 
 
 

 
 



Upcoming Task Force Meetings 
Consistory—February 10 
Worship—March 3 
Congregational Care—March 10 
MESA—April 12 
 
                                                                                                                                          

 
  
The following members needed medical care recently and             
appreciate your prayers: 
 

 Wayne Mans—knee replacement 
 Joel Schonewill—heart tests 
 Bernita Kooima, Dawn Lucas, Jodi Koerner and Pastor Dave —  chemotherapy 
 
           

Congratulations to:   
 
 Dan and Melanie Gerdes (and family) on the birth of Lainey Joy on             
 January 18 
 Pastor Dave and Ruth Landegent who are the new grandparents of        

   Amy Joy Landegent, born to Ben and Sarah on January 15 
 
 

Pastor Dave Announces Retirement 
On Sunday, January 24, Pastor Dave announced at the end of the service that he is      
planning to retire this summer (toward the end of June). He and Ruth will then be      
moving to Oregon to be near their son Ben’s family. 
The consistory will soon be working through what needs to happen in looking for a    
new pastor. One of the steps will be appointing a Search Committee.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Looking Back Ten Years……….   2011!! 
 Pastor  Jim Thvedt is serving as our interim pastor  
 Souper Bowls of Caring were set out to gather monies for the Banquet in Sioux Falls  
 The Search Committee Appendix was approved 
 Search Committee has made available a copy of The Church Profile document      

recently sent to the RCA Office in New York City. 
 FRC women were guests of the Faith Reformed Church women in Brookings being 

treated to “Sweet Taste of Grace” by Bridget Vander Tuin of Doon, Iowa 
 FRC members helped move Center of Hope to a new location in the downtown 

Sioux Falls area 
    
      

Youth Groups in February 
The youth groups will meet on the following Wednesdays (except where noted) in 
February at 7 p.m. each time. 
February 3—High School Youth Group 
February 11—Middle School Youth Group— NOTE Change of Date! 
February 24 —High School and Middle School together 

 
 
Special Congregational Meeting February 14 
On Saturday, January 30, Pastor Dave and three of our elders attended a special 
classis meeting at Faith Reformed Church to talk about the future of our classis in 
the Reformed Church in America (RCA). If the RCA continues on its path toward 
more affirmation of LGBT ordinations and marriages, the classis (along with many 
other churches in the denomination) plans to withdraw from the RCA.                    
This newsletter, however, was printed before the meeting so it does not contain 
any information from that meeting. 
 

The consistory would like to share what we learned with the congregation at a   
special meeting on February 14 at 7 p.m. A vote will NOT be taken, but we will 
share more info and get a feel for how the church thinks about this. So that we   
don’t rush into anything, we are also planning a follow-up congregational meeting 
on Wednesday, February 24 at 7:30 p.m. and there may be a straw poll at that 
meeting. 
At some point, the consistory needs to inform the classis if we will be joining with 
the rest of the classis in what it does, but the consistory does NOT want to act with-
out more information and without input from the congregation.  

If you want to leave footprints in the sands of time, 
wear work shoes! 

http://www.toysrus.com/product/index.jsp?productId=51158246&cp=&parentPage=search


 
More than 30 years ago, Souper Bowl of Caring began 
with a simple prayer from a single youth group: 
 

“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game,        
help us to be mindful of those                                                   

without even a bowl of soup to eat.” 
 

 
Since that time, many millions of dollars has been raised for local charities across       
the country through the Souper Bowl of Caring. It has become a powerful movement 
that  is transforming the time around Super Bowl weekend into the nation’s largest 
celebration of giving and serving. 
Through this mission, we learn what it is like to make a positive difference in the 
world—as food is collected, money raised and volunteers work in charities that         
provide shelter to the homeless, food to the hungry and compassion to those in need. 
 
This year, our Souper Bowl of Caring donation will be given to Meals on Wheels in 
Brookings where meals are delivered directly to homes. This program is part of the 
Sixties Plus Dining.  
60’s Plus Dining  is an adult program serving quality nutritious meals to any person 
ages 60 or over and their spouses. There are no income or health guidelines to          
participate. The goal is to prevent malnutrition and isolation which are major causes  
of health problems for our aging society.   
 
Home delivered hot meals are provided Monday through Friday to clients who are    
unable to travel to, or meet at, congregate locations. (Congregate sites have not been 
open during COVID). A visit from one of the volunteers often is the only social contact 
that many of our homebound clients receive each day, helping ease the problem of    
isolation.  There is a suggested donation for each meal, but some don’t have the income 
to pay. 
 
Clients are provided blizzard meals in case meals cannot be delivered because of 
weather. If clients get meals delivered on Friday during COVID, they are given two free 
frozen meals for the weekend.  
 
FRC has had thirteen (13) volunteers involved in the Meals on Wheels program           
delivering meals to clients in Volga. 

Highlights of Last Month 
 Sunday School began again on January 10!  
 As part  of the sermon on the “Anatomy of Wisdom” from Proverbs 4:20-27, 

pastor Dave had the congregational sing various verses of the old Sunday 
School song, “O Be Careful Little Eyes What You See.” 
 

 

Hy-Vee Receipts 
If you turn in Hy-Vee (Brookings only) receipts to the basket along the north wall 
in the fellowship hall, you can be part of a MESA fund-raiser. When we have 
$150,000 worth of receipts, Hy-Vee will donate $1,000 toward a MESA project yet 
to be determined. As of  January 27 we have collected $129,352.85 
Thank you to Val (and Bryon) Mullett who tabulate the receipts. 
Thank you for turning in your receipts!  
 
 

Service Project for February is Option 1 
Options 1’s mission statement is to assist women in the Brookings area and SDSU 
who are experiencing unplanned pregnancies to explore choices by providing   
appropriate resources and support including counseling, educational programs 
and mentoring.  
Option 1 in Brookings recognizes that women have a right to make their own      
decisions about the outcome of their pregnancy and sexual health. Option 1 is 
available to help women and their partners make informed and thoughtful          
decisions.  
Some of the items needed are:        
 baby lotion  baby soap wipes  sleepers  
 Onsie (newborn-1 year) blankets crib sheets 
 Personal items  baby shoes (6 month-1 year) 
 Tennis shoes (under 2 years)  latch assists 
 Newborn diapers  baby socks colic calm 
 Gripe water 
 Gift cards to Wal-mart to purchase pack-n-play   
 Gifts cards to Amazon to purchase car seats 
 
Please take a card displayed in the pockets on the display board in the fellowship 
hall. Items and cards should be returned to the tote provided by March 1. 
 


