Refugee Crisis Response

Almost 60 million people are forcibly displaced; 20+ million of these are refugees without a home.
What can we do to help?
1. Grieve the tragedy and our complicity.  Until we weep, the tragedy will only be a news item, and refugees will remain a statistic.
2. Pray.  For refugees everywhere, for ourselves, and for the action we take.

a. www.cryoutnow.org
b. www.thesyriancircle.com
3. Stay informed.  Learn about and hear refugee stories.
a. Canadian Council for Refugees www.ccrweb.ca
b. Refugee Highway Partnership www.refugeehighway.net
c. UNHCR www.unhcr.org
d. Informational video on ways refugees come to Canada: http://tinyurl.com/JHC-refugees
4. Think and act worldwide.   Refugees are on the move, and our responsiveness must include supporting partner agencies and churches around the world.  Churches and organizations oversees are strongly engaged.  Walk beside them in the good work they do.
5. Engage active local refugee serving agencies.  They have a wealth of experience and expertise.  Support or replicate good work in process, don’t duplicate or drain.  Volunteer.  Specific opportunities for life-changing engagement exist.
6. Rally with like-minded people.  Find people in your congregation/community who share your concern, meet together:  the unbelievable can be birthed from a common vision. 
7. Share your wealth.  Yes, it takes money, time, and resources to help refugees, but it’s not cost, it’s investment in what’s right.  Be generous.
8. Learn about Canada’s Private Refugee Sponsorship Program.  Carefully consider your part.  Visit www.rstp.ca.  
9. Welcome spaciously.   Assumptions about what refugees need may not be accurate.  They have their own histories, longings, dreams.  Listen carefully, act attentively, advocate.
10. Check the integrity of your Christian worldview – is it seamless and consistent regarding refugees?  If ships of asylum seekers arrived on Canadian shores – will our hearts, hands, and minds be unified in compassion?

11. Resist the security infection.  We are susceptible to fear.  Our need for security not only paralyzes our imaginations, it oppresses vulnerable refugees.  Jesus’ most repeated phrase in the New Testament is:  “Do not be afraid.”
12. Be an advocate (with government officials and the public) and influence others.  Be a change-maker for the long-haul.  Listen carefully, be a voice for refugees.
