
Robbie Taylor,  Spiritual Entrepreneurs   

With 2020 behind us, how can we thrive in 2021? 
Paul often starts his letters by describing himself as 
an "apostle of Jesus Christ." In the New Testament 
an “apostle,” when it's all said and done, just means 
“sent one.” Paul often referred to himself as the 
“sent one of God” or a “sent one of Jesus Christ.” 
When we look at the concept of apostleship, there is 
a wide spectrum of views and interpretations within 

the church. I find it helpful to look at Paul simply as a spiritual 
entrepreneur. It removes some of the religious wording that some 
people find confusing, and allows us to understand the concept of 
apostleship more easily.  

Jesus does something extraordinary in the New Testament by 
empowering us to go and be witnesses to all the world. He gives 
the believer purpose and power to be His sent ones. I really enjoy 
this concept of spiritual entrepreneurship, and see it modelled by 
Paul. He would often go to places, start something new, get 
things happening, and then go on to the next thing. Each thing he 
did was connected with building the church and growing the 
kingdom of God.  

As spiritual entrepreneurs, we are to seek out opportunities and 
move forward in doing what it takes to bring the love and life of 
Jesus to those who don't yet know Him. I think that in 2021 those 
who walk as sent ones will thrive, because we are going to be the 
ones who look at our current situation with creativity and the 
eyes of Christ, to seek new ways to engage those around us and 
meet the needs (despite the current reality of our everyday 
church routines being restricted or closed). 

For us, at Youth Unlimited™ YFC Comox Valley it has been an 
increasingly busy time to rethink and redirect our efforts to    
engage youth in this current time. We see 2021 as an opportunity 
for kingdom growth, not an obstacle to block our path. 

Argentina Vos, Peace in His Presence 

Deep breath. “My brain is still. I can’t         
remember the last time this happened.” We 
look out to glacial rivers flowing below Rocky 
Mountains and blue skies. Swaying in the  
gentle breeze there is an overwhelming sense 
of rest. These words shared by a young     
person in my life would help inspire the 
course of my life calling. I was walking   

alongside a youth dealing with crippling anxiety and      
depression. One day I invited her to step out of her comfort 
zone to simply join me for a relaxed day by the river in the 
mountains where I grew up. The glory of God’s creation 
inspired an almost immediate reaction within her. Reflecting 
on the majesty around her she was brought to a peace she 
had not known in years. This is something I have             
experienced in my own life and mental health journey, but it 
was incredible to see someone else impacted in the same 
way.  

My purpose with YFC is to offer opportunity for more youth 
to encounter our Lord through His creation. My hope and 
prayer for my Trailblazers hiking and wilderness ministry is 
that youth would step out of their comfort zones and     
encounter God’s peace, love, and presence in the world He 
created for us! Please join me in prayer for our youth as they 
venture deeper into their faith in our programs this year.  

Keagan Preston, Diving In 

“(Jesus said)  ‘If you abide in my word, you are truly my     
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.’” (John 8:31-32) 

It’s the start of a new year and I’m dreaming of what ministry 
could look like over these next twelve months, as well as  
looking back on the last year— all the successes, and the 
things that could be improved.  

One thing that came to my mind is our “Scope” program, in which we watch 
Biblically based videos and sermons, which allows students to develop their 
understanding of Scripture and, in turn, their faith. It was so inspiring for me 
to see a handful of 14-18 year olds who would return each week wanting to 
go deeper, and sharing topics that they didn’t understand or wanted to know 
more about. We watched a series on the life of Jesus and the impact he had 
on the people around him, and in the discussion time one night, one of the 
youth responded, “I always thought that Jesus was this amazing being, but I 
never quite realized how normal he was, and like us.” This student was able 
to see and grasp how Jesus was fully God as well as being fully man. 

The thing I appreciate most about the Scope program is the way in which we 
are able to go deeper together with students into topics and ideas that they 
may have learnt about in youth group or Sunday school, but are then able to 
dissect, analyze and better understand on an individual level. Guiding teens 
in this time has been so valuable and my hope for this year is that we are 
able to have more youth come and join us as we journey to the deeper    
regions of the Christian faith, which will allow them to become more confi-
dent in their faith and therefore share it more with the people around them. 

Taeryn Novak, All Is Grace 

Ministry this year has involved a lot of FaceTime! A lot of  
checking-in texts to youth. And amazingly, many               
opportunities for in-person connection with teens as well. I 
love to connect one-on-one with people, so it’s been great to 
see my relationships with youth deepen in this past season, 
especially through the opportunity I have had to start      
mentoring a student from a local school who just needed that 
extra caring person in her life. 

Well, it’s my prayer that through the power of relationship, and God’s love 
working in and through me, these teens will discover for themselves the full 
life that is found in Jesus.  

There is a lot to celebrate as I think back on the past year. I’ve watched teens 
deepen their faith in God, step out of their comfort zones, and a few have 
even dedicated their lives to Jesus through baptism!! But as I think about the 
many relationships we have with youth, I think of the long-term. The day in 
and day out. Because that’s really where life is— we can have big revelations, 
yes, light bulb moments, but more often it’s God transforming us slowly,    
gently, over time.  

If this year has reminded me of anything it’s that I am not the one in control. 
But I also know that faithfulness in the small things, thankfulness for the small 
things… well, that’s no small thing. We can give thanks “always and for     
everything” (Ephesians 5:20) because each moment we live is a grace-     
moment. God is here, He is working, and all is grace.  



Rebekah Kenway, He’s Here, Now 

A new year! It’s often around this time that we set 
new goals and resolutions. We look to a new year to 
bring about the change and improvement that we 
didn’t see the year before. And if it’s not for the new 
year, it’s often for a change of circumstance that 
we’re hoping for: to graduate, move out of home, 
get a new job, a promotion, the latest gadget, pay 

off a credit card, lose that extra weight, find a date, get       
married… However, I’m intrigued by the words of Paul– a man 
who faced beatings, imprisonment, betrayal and living off    
little– who said, “I have learned to be content whatever the            
circumstances.” Woah! What a state of being! And how did he 
get there? From one whose life has not gone according to their 
own plans, from my experience, the key to Paul being able to 
make this statement honestly is found in his relationship with 
Christ.  

Here at YFC, it’s our mission to see Every Young Person Living 
Fully In Christ, so it’s my prayer that the youth of the Comox 
Valley would come to experience this reality for themselves, 
and that you also would come closer to personally                
experiencing the reality of this statement. And remember,   
Jesus is available now! He isn’t waiting for the beginning of a 
new year or for your circumstances to align up perfectly. He’s 
eager, ready, and available now.  

Kaylee Crisfield, Transforming Love 

It truly is a beautiful thing, each new day we’re given. 
Each morning we see a new sunrise and each 
evening we watch as the day pulls to a close and the 
sun settles behind the mountains. With each day 
also comes a new set of obstacles, lessons, highs and 
lows, but best of all, an opportunity to share the love 
of Christ with others.  

I think that as people who know Christ, we can often forget that 
our purpose here is to share who He is with those around us and 
to live as He lived, to the best of our abilities. Sometimes we can 
get caught up in our own world and walk around with blinders 
on, but when we have open eyes and see those around us who 
need God in their life, we are able to love like Christ does        
because He lives in us. Therefore, we can love without hesitation, 
through trials, under pressure, during sad times, and through 
frustration, believing that God can use anyone and any story for 
His glory. Sometimes it’s hard and feels like too much, but we 
were never told it would be easy. Knowing that we have God to 
be our strength when we are weak should encourage us to push 
the limits and watch as the power of the Lord’s love transforms 
yet another person into a child of God.  

What an honour it is, that God uses us to do His work here on 
earth to expand the Kingdom of heaven. I’m so excited for this 
new year full of opportunities to walk with teens trying to find 
their place in the world, and tell them about God’s amazing love 
for them.  

D O N A T E  T O D A Y

Anita Devries, Echoing Stronger and Stronger 

“To Him who loves us and released us from our 
sins by His blood—and He has made us to be a 
kingdom, priests to His God and Father”          
Revelations 1:5,6 

We started this year with a week of daily Zoom 
prayer meetings at 7am and 7pm. Each time    

different people, from various churches, joined us. For me it 
was a time of joy, blessing and promise for what is to come 
this year. The ripple effects of those prayers will echo 
stronger and stronger throughout the year as heaven adds to 
the incense of our prayers (Rev 8:3). 

God is creating an amazing team at YFC and positioning us to 
have a huge impact on the Comox Valley. My dream is that 
you, and many others, will join in the awesome calling we 
have upon us. The vision in my prayers is that every person in 
the Comox Valley will hear about God’s gracious plan of    
salvation. Every street will be bathed in the prayers of the 
saints. Each school will be protected by angels. 

We hope to start regular weekly prayer meetings soon, and I 
look forward to seeing many of you there. Until then please 
continue to pray for us and keep updated with our bi-weekly 
prayer updates. As always, if you would like to pray with me, I 
am available. You can reach me at pray.cv@yfc.ca. 

Introducing Nathaniel Johnson 
Hey, Nathaniel here! I am so excited to be joining the YFC Comox Valley team! I came back from ministry 
school just over a year ago and jumped into serving at my local church on the worship team, but God had 
so much more in store. He began to direct my heart towards young people and how I could use my gifts 
of music and theatre for his kingdom in new ways. Specifically, I want to see young people know their 

identity in Christ.  

As I plan and pray about programs to start in the coming months, I anticipate what God will do. It’s a joy 
to be working alongside such a gifted team to see every young person living fully alive in Christ.  

Follow us on social media!

EXTRACURRICULAR PROGRAMS 
REGISTER TODAY

Consider partnering with Nathaniel today as he engages youth in ministry.
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