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January 31, 2021                                                                                                   Epiphany 4 
 

Sunday Virtual Worship Service 
 

 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: Good morning. As we meet today, we begin by remembering the Songhees and 
Esquimalt nations, on whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their 
story and their stewardship of the land and the water, the plants, and the animals, through the 
many generations.   
As we meet, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent years—the 
community of faith known as Church of the Advent.  Let us share our hope, our faith, and our 
joy, together, in signs of welcome.  
 
Welcome: Welcome to this service of worship on the Fourth Sunday after Epiphany.   My name 
is Paul Schumacher, and I am the interim priest-in-charge here at the Church of The Advent, 
during this time of transition.   
We invite you to come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, 
along with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our Creator.  Come, come with 
your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses, and your fears, for God loves us all and all are 
welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, “Jesus went to Galilee, teaching, 
preaching, and healing every disease.’” 
 
Opening Hymn: G #850 “All Are Welcome”  
(Text: Marty Haugen {1950 -}; Tune: Two Oaks with refrain; Marty Haugen {1950- } © 1994 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.) 

    
Let us build a house where love can dwell, 

  And all can safely live,  
A place where saints and children tell, 

  How hearts learn to forgive. 
  Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
  Rock of faith and vault of grace; 
  Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 
Refrain:         All are welcome, all are welcome, welcome in this place. 
 
  Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
  And words are strong and true, 
  Where all God’s children dare to seek 
  To dream God’s reign anew. 
  Here the cross shall stand as witness, 
  And as symbol of God’s grace; 

Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:     Refrain 
 
 
 



Let us build a house where love is found, 
In water, wine, and wheat: 
A banquet hall on holy ground, 
Where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
Is revealed in time and space; 
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us:   Refrain 
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach, 
Beyond the wood and stone 
To heal and strengthen, serve, and teach, 
And live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
Bear the image of God’s face; 
Let us bring an end to fear and danger:     Refrain 
 
Let us build a house where all are named, 
Their songs and visions heard, 
And loved and treasured, taught and claimed, 
As words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
Prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafters:   Refrain  

 

Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer (from the Lutheran prayer book) 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually 
reveal your Son as our Saviour. Bring wholeness to all that is broken, and speak truth to us in 
our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, as our Saviour and Lord.  Amen.  
 
Collect of the Day:   
Almighty God, you make all things new. Transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of 
your grace, and in renewing us make your glory known; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 



THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: G 591 “This Little Light of Mine”     
(Henry Dixon Loes, harmony Horace C. Boyer © 1992) 
 

  This little light of mine I’m gonna make it shine, 
  This little light of mine I’m gonna make it shine; 
  This little light of mine I’m gonna make it shine, 
  Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
  Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, 
  Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, 
  Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine, 
  Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 

Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine, 
  Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine, 
  Jesus gave it to me, I’m gonna let it shine, 
  Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
 
Psalm: 111 (BAS Pg. 782) 
1 Hallelujah! 
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, * 
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
 
2 Great are the deeds of the Lord! * 
they are studied by all who delight in them. 
 
3 His work is full of majesty and splendour, * 
and his righteousness endures for ever. 
 
4 He makes his marvellous works to be remembered; * 
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 
 
5 He gives food to those who fear him; * 
he is ever mindful of his covenant. 
 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works * 
in giving them the lands of the nations. 
 
7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * 
all his commandments are sure. 



8 They stand fast for ever and ever, * 
because they are done in truth and equity. 
 
9 He sent redemption to his people; 
he commanded his covenant for ever; * 
holy and awesome is his name. 
 
10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; * 
those who act accordingly have a good understanding; 
his praise endures for ever. 
 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that ‘all of us possess knowledge.’ Knowledge 
puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the 
necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him.  
 Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that ‘no idol in the world really 
exists’, and that ‘there is no God but one.’ Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in 
heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for us there is one 
God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom are all things and through whom we exist.  
 It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed 
to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their 
conscience, being weak, is defiled. ‘Food will not bring us close to God.’ We are no worse off if 
we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not 
somehow become a stumbling-block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess 
knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be 
encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak 
believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your 
family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is 
a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.  
  
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: CP #559 “Blessed Jesus, At Your Word”  
(Text: Tobias Clausnitzer {1619 – 1684}, translation: Catherine Winkworth {1827 – 1878}; Music: melody Johann 
Rudolph Ahle {1625 – 1673}, alt.; Harmony: George Herbert Palmer {1846 – 1926}. 

  
Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear you. 

 Let our hearts and souls be stirred now to seek and love and fear you. 
 By your gospel pure and holy, teach us Lord, to love you solely. 
 



 All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded 
 Till your Spirit breaks our night with your beams of truth unclouded. 
 You alone to God can win us, you must work all good within us. 
 
 Glorious Lord, your self impart! Light of light from God proceeding, 
 Open lips, and ears, and hearts, help us by your Spirit’s leading. 
 Hear the cry your church now raises; Lord accept our prayers, and praises. 
 
Gospel: Mark 1: 21-28   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. 
They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried 
out, ‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are, the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of 
him!’ And the unclean spirit, throwing him into convulsions and crying with a loud voice, came 
out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, ‘What is this? A new 
teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.’ At once 
his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:  Rev’d Dr. Paul Schumacher 
                                                                                                         
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 

Prayers of the People January 31, 2021 
 

As the people gathered in Capernaum to hear Jesus' words, so too have we come together to 
hear God's word. Let us boldly offer our prayers to God.  
 
I will end each petition with Let us pray to the Lord. Please respond with ‘Lord, have mercy.’ 

 
For the world in which we live and to which we are called, let us pray to the Lord:  
Lord, have mercy. 
For the nations of the world, and for world peace, let us pray to the Lord:  
Lord, have mercy. 
For the church of Christ, compassionate in service, let us pray to the Lord:  
Lord, have mercy. 
For this congregation and for the hearing of your Word, let us pray to the Lord:  
Lord, have mercy. 
For all who labor in the world and in the church, let us pray to the Lord:  
Lord, have mercy. 
For those who are sick, especially Dianne, Sheila, Maureen, Barb, and Dimas. and for those who 
care for them, let us pray to the Lord:  
Lord, have mercy. 
For those who mourn, for the family and friends of Alice especially Terry & Neil.  Let us pray to 
the Lord:  
Lord, have mercy.   
For the homeless and for refugees, let us pray to the Lord:  
Lord, have mercy. 
O God, we commend to your care all for whom we pray, in confidence that your love for them 
is greater than anything we can know or imagine. Hear us, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them into his grace.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen.  
 
 
 



May Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day and 
forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Commissioning Hymn: CP #598 “Go into The World”  
(Text: sylvia G. Dunstan {1955-1993} © 1987, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.  Music; Charles Villiers Stanford {1852-1924}) 

 
Go to the world! Go to all the earth. 
Go preach the cross where Christ renews life’s worth, 
Baptizing as the sign of our rebirth. 
 

Refrain: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Go to the world! Go into every place. 
Go live the word of God’s redeeming grace. 
Go seek God’s presence in each time and space.   Refrain 
 
 
 



Go to the world! Go struggle, bless, and pray; 
The nights of tears give way to joyous day. 
As servant church, you follow Christ’s own way.   Refrain 
 
Go to the world! Go as the ones I send,  
For I am with you till the age shall end, 
When all the hosts of glory cry, “Amen!”    Refrain 

 
Commissioning: By your word, eternal God, your creation sprang forth, and we were given the 
breath of life. By your word, Eternal God, death is overcome, Christ has been raised from the 
tomb, and we are given new life in the power of your Spirit. May we boldly proclaim the good 
news of Jesus Christ, in our words and deeds, rejoicing always in your presence, through your 
Son Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Anna our Bishop Elect,  

& Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 
Pray for Congregation of S. John Gualbert & Diocese of Yukon. 

In the Selkirk Region for S. Michael & All Angels, Royal Oak. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Today, we remember Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Alice, Carol Ann,   
Joan, Maureen, Barb, Azeita, Margaret, Dimas, Garry, Terry & Neil. 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.   
 


