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A Simple service of Daily Prayer 

for the week of Prayer for Christian Unity! 
 

Day 7: Reconciling with All of Creation 

“So that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete” (Jn 15:11) 

 
Gathering to worship God 

Welcome and introduction 

 

Greeting 

Let us worship God: Creator, Word and Holy Spirit 

All Amen 

 

 God is with you 

All And also with you. 

 

 This is the day that God has made 

All We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Opening Prayer  

 

 In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

 

Lord, you are the vinedresser who cares for us with love. 

You call on us to see the beauty of each branch united 

to the vine, 

the beauty of each person. 

And yet, too often the differences in others make us afraid. 

We withdraw into ourselves. 

Our trust in you is forsaken. 

Enmity develops between us. 

Come and direct our hearts toward you once again. 

Grant us to live from your grace 

so that we may be together and praise your name. 

All Amen 
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Praise 

 

Blessed is the Creator 

All for God has heard the voice of our prayer; 

 

 

Readings 

    

Psalm for the day     Psalm 85 

 

1  Lord, you were gracious to your land; * 

   you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

2  You forgave the offence of your people * 

   and covered all their sins. 

3  You laid aside all your fury * 

   and turned from your wrathful indignation. 

4  Restore us again, O God our Saviour, * 

   and let your anger cease from us. 

5  Will you be displeased with us for ever? * 

   Will you stretch out your wrath from one generation to another? 

6  Will you not give us life again, * 

   that your people may rejoice in you? 

7  Show us your mercy, O Lord, * 

   and grant us your salvation. 

8  I will listen to what the Lord God will say, * 

   for he shall speak peace to his people and to the faithful, 

      that they turn not again to folly. 

9  Truly, his salvation is near to those who fear him, * 

   that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10  Mercy and truth are met together, * 

   righteousness and peace have kissed each other; 

11  Truth shall spring up from the earth * 

   and righteousness look down from heaven. 

12  The Lord will indeed give all that is good, * 

   and our land will yield its increase. 

13  Righteousness shall go before him * 

   and direct his steps in the way. 

 

All Glory to God, Creator, Word, Spirit 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, 

 And shall be forever. Amen 
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Readings 

 

Colossians 1:15-20 
 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven and on 

earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all 

things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things 

hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 

that he might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, 

by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

Mk 4:30-32 | As small as a mustard seed 

 

Meditation  

 

The hymn to Christ in the epistle to the Colossians invites us to sing the praise of God’s 

salvation, which encompasses the entire universe. Through the crucified and risen Christ, a path 

of reconciliation has been opened up; creation too is destined for a future of life and peace. 

With the eyes of faith, we see that the kingdom of God is a reality that is very close but still very 

small, hardly visible – like a mustard seed. However, it is growing. Even in the distress of our 

world the Spirit of the Risen One is at work. He encourages us to become involved – with all 

people of good will – in tirelessly seeking justice and peace, and ensuring the earth is once again 

a home for all creatures. 

 

We participate in the work of the Spirit so that creation in all its fullness may continue to praise 

God. When nature suffers, when human beings are crushed, the Spirit of the risen Christ – far 

from allowing us to lose heart – invites us to become part of his work of healing. 

 

The newness of life that Christ brings, however hidden, is a light of hope for many. It is a 

wellspring of reconciliation for the whole of creation and contains a joy that comes from beyond 

ourselves: “so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete” (Jn 15:11). 

 

Do you wish to celebrate the newness of life that Christ gives through the Holy Spirit, 

and let it live in you, among us, in the church, in the world and in all of creation? 

Second promise made during profession at the Community of Grandchamp 

 

Affirmation of faith 

 

 With the whole church  

All We affirm that we are made in God’s image,  

 Befriended by Christ, 

 Empowered by the Spirit 
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 With people everywhere  

All We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity 

 Planted more deeply than all that is wrong 

 

 With all creation 

All We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 

 The unfolding purposes of God, forever at work 

 In ourselves and the world 
          Iona Abbey Worship Book 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 Holy Spirit, you create and re-create the Church in all places. 

Come and whisper in our hearts the prayer which Jesus 

addressed to his Father on the eve of his passion: “that they 

may all be one… so that the world may believe”. 

All Kyrie eleison (Lord have mercy) 

 

Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, light the fire of your love in us so 

that suspicions, contempt and misunderstanding cease in the 

Church. May the walls that separate us fall. 

All Kyrie eleison 

  

Holy Spirit, Consoler of all, open our hearts to forgiveness and 

reconciliation and bring us back from our wanderings. 

All Kyrie eleison  

 

Lord Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, give us poverty of 

spirit so that we may welcome the unexpectedness of 

your grace. 

All Kyrie eleison  

 

Holy Spirit, you never abandon those who are persecuted  

for their fidelity to the gospel. Give them 

strength and courage, and support those who help them. 

All Kyrie eleison  

 

Gracious God,  

All accept these prayers 

In the name of our brother Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Collect (Prayer for the day) 
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Thrice-holy God, we thank you for having created and loved us. 

We thank you for your presence in us and in creation. 

May we learn to look upon the world as you look upon it, with love. 

In the hope of this vision, may we be able to work for a world 

where justice and peace flourish, 

for the glory of your name...    

All Amen. 

 

The Disciple’s Prayer 

All  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name; 

your kingdom come; 

your will be done; 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Keep us from the time of trial 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, are yours 

now and ever. Amen. 

 

Going out to serve God 

 
Let us go from our prayer to proclaim the good news in all we say and do 

 

Let us go in peace to love and serve our loving God. 

All  Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

 

 

Questions for Discussion and Reflection (For the website) 

 

1. Jesus relates the parable of the mustard seed to his disciples: the kingdom of God might 

start small, but it is going to grow and flourish before long. However, it takes all of us to 

bring this vision to life. How is it connected to our Day 2 readings of Abram and Sarai, 

and Jesus’s proclamations as a youth in his ministry? 

2. How can the works that we do in our communities be like a mustard seed? 

3. Jesus often refers to agricultural activity in his preaching (sheep and shepherds, vines and 

fruit). Farming is a crucial part of our society and, without farmers, our country would 

grind to a halt. Take a few moments to reflect on the importance that Jesus places on farming.  
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How have we become more removed from this understanding and how may we 

become more attuned to it? 


