
As a Maritimer a reading like our gospel is quite tangible for me.  I grew up within metres of the North Atlantic. I can still remember 

wiping the salt from my dad’s car – salt that had made its way from the ocean spray.  I grew up being able to walk to the beach 

from where my grandfather fished for lobster.  I knew the hard work involved in this activity.  The early mornings, the back 

breaking work, the tireless evenings, (I can still remember my pop sitting in his kitchen mend his nets).  All that hard work knowing 

that it could all end with a strong breeze, heavy ice or a swell on the sea.   

A reading like ours we can identify with the people following the call of Jesus.  They are typical, normal, mundane even simple 

living people. 

 

The gospel lesson tells of the call of the 4 fisherfolks: Peter, Andrew, James and John. The story as told by MARK is so brief that it 

might be called “telescoped,” that is, an event which may have transpired over a longer period is presented as swift and complete. 

In contrast to John’s record where the disciples seek him out, here Jesus appears to find and invite these Galileans to follow him. 

Had James and John heard of Jesus from Andrew and Peter? We will never know. That part of the story is no longer available to 

us. What we do know is that they decided to give up their fishing to live the less secure, more nomadic, life of a disciple of the 

Rabbi Jesus. 

 

Are you familiar with the terms Kairos and Chronos time?  Chronos – the root of “chronological” – is the Greek term that refers 

to steady, even relentless beat of the time that marks our days, our work, our waiting and watching.  Kairos, often includes the 

idea of an opportunity or a suitable time for an action to take place. When we “seize the day,” we are taking advantage of the 

kairos given to us.  Have you ever seen “The Lion King”?  When Simba has grown and the time has come for him to return to 

the pridelands, Rafiki (a Mandrill Baboon) proclaims “it is time.”  Remember that scene!  That is Kairos time.  Kairos is the time 

when chronological time is interrupted by God’s promises, presence, and fulfillment. And speaking of fulfillment, “pleroma” is 

another of those fascinating Greek words, which refers to something long planned coming to fruition - when all that was meant 

to be has come together and now is, the time of completion and fullness. Well, we get both Kairos and pleroma in Mark’s 



description of Jesus’ opening proclamation and subsequent calling of the disciples: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 

God is at hand!”  It is now God’s time. 

What struck me this week was not so much an insight, but a question: what makes this particular moment when Jesus calls these 

four disciples the right time, kairotic time, the time of fullness and God’s presence and promise? 

No doubt there are numerous possible answers, including of course that it was all ordained by God. Maybe. But… two things 

from this week’s reading stood out to me in particular that I just hadn’t really thought about before. 

First, it’s a time of crisis: Israel has been living under the oppression of the Romans for some time. And it’s not just an external 

threat, but also an internal one, as Herod and company are so corrupt that they are ineffectual to look after anyone’s interest 

other than their own. This is, of course, the backdrop of John the Baptist’s arrest. And I don’t think it’s an accident that this crisis 

of John’s arrest is what propels Jesus into action. As Mark writes, “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 

proclaiming the good news….” 

Second, Jesus finds a willing, even eager audience of people willing to follow. Perhaps the message of good news and fulfillment 

he offered was so compelling that Simon and Andrew and then James and John cannot but help themselves at dropping 

everything and following, or perhaps Jesus already knows them and his appearance and summons is the call to action they’ve 

been waiting for. I think it hardly matters. What matters is that they hear the good news and believe it, not in the sense of mere 

intellectual assent but rather in that it creates in them a measure of trust and hope that moves them forward into active and 

committed response. 

Crisis, and commitment. These are at least two of the ingredients that make this the right time.  

Jesus came talking about “the right time has come.” The willingness of the disciples to leave everything behind suggests that they 

too were caught up in the moment, the “kairos.” They had waited so long as a people.  



 

God calls each of us, not once but again and again throughout our lives, to choose new priorities, and leave behind the things that 

impede our discipleship. Like Jonah, God calls to us through the crises of our lives. And God calls us in the midst of our everyday 

routines, like the disciples. What Kairos moment is happening right now for us as individuals, as a church, and as a country? In light 

of this, what is God’s call to us? 

 

If you think about it, we are in a time of crisis.  Pandemic and the profound loss that attends it, economic hardship and 

uncertainty, the brutal and deliberate stirring of long simmering differences into violence, radical and painful racial injustice, 

continued ecological devastation, and more. Yes, crises we have aplenty. 

 

And commitment?  My friends, you continue to attend to God’s word and labor to proclaim the Gospel faithfully, creatively, 

week in and week out during some of the most challenging months for ministry in generations. I take heart each time I think of 

you living into your baptismal and relational calling each week. 

 

But the story doesn’t end there.  

 

Jesus calls us as he called this initial four in the same way.  Christ does not pick and choose the brightest and best.  Those who 

could offer him the most, do the most, gain the greatest profit.  Jesus calls each of us - in our simplicity, in our most vulnerable 

states, he calls each of us equally and with the same fervor.  We each have the same responsibility.  To follow, to answer the call 

of our total selves to give to Christ. 

 

Are we prepared to do that? Or to continue to do that?  To put everything down and follow him - not knowing where we will be 



led.   

 

Don’t think this means leaving family, friends and homes - necessarily.  It means giving your heart, your gifts and talents to God.  

For God’s glory.  But the more we say yes, don’t be surprised that God calls us to more, to deeper, to the unknown.  Open yourself 

to the call of Christ and you - like the first disciples - may be shocked and amazed where and when you will be led.  Amen. 

 


