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This morning... [1 Tennis]

I want to start with these two tennis balls.

One I'm going to set on the floor...

And my feet. 

 
The other I'm going to hold... 

Over my head... 
As high as my arm can reach.


Here's my question.

Which tennis ball has the most potential energy... 
Which one is most likely...  
To make something happen... 
To do some work.

To make a move.

 
The ball at rest.

Or the ball over my head?


That's right. 

The ball at rest...

Has very little potential energy... 
Because like we all learned... 
In 8th grade science class...

An object at rest... 
Will stay at rest... 
Unless acted upon... 
By an outside force.


And this ball... 
In my hand...

Has a ton of potential. 

Because if I let go of it...

GRAVITY.  A force outside of the ball itself...

Will act on the ball...

It will fall to the ground. 

And bounce. 


Very high potential. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

So right now... in this exact moment. [2 Preach]

This particular sermon...

Has the greatest potential energy...

That it will ever have. 


It has the potential to inspire your hearts.

It has the potential to disappoint you.

It has the potential... 
To be... the best darn sermon... 
You have ever heard.




Or not. 


But just so you know...

I have poured hours of energy... 
Into writing... thinking... praying...


And now... like it or not.

This is what you get. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

But.  The good news...

For every preacher...

Who has ever lived... 

Who has ever had the audacity...

And the miscalculated judgement...

To stand up... before the people of God... 
And open his or her mouth...


The good new is... 

It's not just up to me...

Whether this means something... or not. 

 
Is it now?


There is something happening... 
That is far beyond... 
My ability... 

To string together... 

8 oddly spaced pages...

Of words and ideas...

That hopefully will make sense... 
That hopefully will mean something.

 
Somewhere...

In the middle of this moment...

In the middle of the process... 

Of proclamation...

 
God has to take over.

Just like God takes over... 

And makes the water of baptism... 

By power of the Holy Spirit... 

A holy sacrament... 
That claims us...

As children of God.

 
Just like God has to take over...

In the course of Holy Communion...

To transform our common bread and wine... 
Into the real presence of Christ... 
By God's Holy Word.


God has to do something. 

To make these things... good and holy and right. 




God has to fulfill the real potential...

Of us gathering together today.


God has to do something... 
To make these words...

Mean more than... 

Just what I'm saying. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
In my office... [3 Luther]

Downstairs here in the church...  
I have a piece of art... 
That has Luther's sacristy prayer... 
Written on it. 

 
He would pray these words... 
Before he would preach... 
Or teach...

Or do his thing.


It goes like this:


O Lord God, 

Thou hast made me a pastor and teacher in the church. 

Thou seest how unfit I am to administer rightly 

This great and responsible office 

And had I been without Thy aid and counsel I would surely have ruined it all long ago. 
Therefore do I invoke Thee.


Now gladly do I desire to yield and consecrate my heart and mouth to this ministry 

I desire to teach the congregation. 

I, too, desire ever to learn and to keep Thy word my constant companion 

And to meditate thereupon earnestly. 


Use me as Thy instrument in Thy service. 

Only do not forsake me, 

For if I am left to myself, 

I will certainly bring it all to destruction. 

Amen

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

So.  Even Luther. 

Who was a bit full of himself sometimes... 

Knew how important it was... 

To not rely on our own abilities...


But to wait for...

And to look to...

The power of God... 

To do something... 

To move us.

To work through us.

And unveil our true holy potential.


In other words...




If we do something good and holy...

In this world...

It's not by our own power...

It’s by the power of God.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Then immediately... [4 Immediately]

He changed the subject.


The word... immediately... 

Is in our gospel lesson today... 
Twice.  Did you notice?


In the NT... 

This particular greek word...

Is used... in the gospels... 
And the book of Acts...

58 times. 


And out of those 58 times...

Immediately is used...

By the author of the gospel of Mark...

41 times.  


That's over 70% of the times... 
The word immediately is used... 
It's in the gospel of Mark. 


And when you read the gospel of Mark... 
Which is the shortest gospel.

If you're looking for a good place... 
To start reading about Jesus.

Mark is to the point. 


It's the most direct gospel.

The story that takes us from here to there... 
Without all the fancy smells and bells.


When you read Mark... 
You get the sense... 
That Jesus is ON THE MOVE.


That he's over here...

Doing this one thing... 
That seems significant and important...

 
And then IMMEDIATELY... 
He is on to the next thing.


You get the idea... 
That Jesus is a man of action.

A man with a plan.


He is like I said...




ON THE MOVE. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

But.  What if I told you...

Would you be surprised... 

To know that... 


The English word... immediately...

Doesn't quite capture... 

What the greek word really means. 


The greek word is EUTHYS.  [5 EUTHYS]

Which is a combination of two words.

EU - which means good or true. 


And HEO - which means place.

Or straight.

Or level. 

Or upright. 


Over all... this greek word EUTHYS... 

Has a meaning of a horizontal posture. 

More like the tennis ball...

The tennis ball I was holding in my hand. 


It's not doing anything...

BUT it's in a good place.

It has a ton of potential... 

For what happens next. 


But... if there is no outside force... 
That acts on the well placed... 

Ball... then nothing happens. 


Right? 


It just sits there... in my hand... forever. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

So as people of faith...  [6 Misleading]  
When we see the word immediately... 
We shouldn't think...

Of running from here to there... 
Like the proverbial chicken...  
With our heads cut off. 

 
NO!  When we see this word... 
We should immediately think... 

That GOD is about to do something... 
Incredibly significant... 
In the lives of the people.... 

Who are gathered there.

 
The potential to accomplish amazing things.

Is really kind of low. 




When you consider... 
Who these people were... 

What they had been about...

What they had done with their lives so far.

 
They weren't evangelists.

They weren't public speakers.

They weren't powerful. 
Or influential.

 
They were common fishermen.  [7 Fishermen]

Who day after day... 
Went out... and did the same thing.


Set their nets...  
Fished through the night. 
Pulled the nets in...  
And maybe... it would be a good catch...

Maybe it would come up empty.

They didn't know.


Their success wasn't really based on any kind of special skills.

Other than baiting... 

And pulling in the catch...

And selling the fish... 

And cleaning the nets...

And casting them out... 
And doing the same thing... 
Over and over again.

 
Sure. It took patience.

It took the ability... 
To wait... and watch...

And see... how things were going. 

How it was going to turn out. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Maybe that's it.

Maybe that's why they were chosen... 
To be the first followers of Christ.


Because everything that happened.

While they were fishing... 

Was dependent on variables... 
Beyond their control. 
 
On the wind.

And the weather. 


On the presence or the absence of fish.

 
On the ability to go out... 

And do the same things... 
Over and over again...




 
Without losing hope. 
Without giving up. 

Without being so discouraged... 
That you say... 
The heck with this...

Dirty stinky job... 

 
I'm going to do something different. 


Maybe these common fishermen knew...

Maybe life had taught them...  
They were dependent on God. 


And dependence made them ready... 

To serve God's purposes...

In the world. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

So there they were... well placed.

EUTHYS... placed on the edge... 

Waiting for the outside force...

Which by the way... 

We call the Holy Spirit.   [8 Holy Spirit]


The external force of God... 
Who acts and moves in our lives. 


They were immediately ready. 

They were wound up... 

Waiting for Jesus to lead them...

Wherever God was going to take them.

 
To do whatever God asked them to do. 

To be whatever God asked them to be.  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Remember... they are going to see...


The wonders of God.

Unfold before their eyes. 


They are going to be involved...

With the most powerful event... 

That has ever happened... 
During the course of human history. 


They were going to be witnesses... 

Of God moving... and working... 

Through Jesus the Christ. 


And the most amazing truth is...


There was no experience required.

Just the willingness...




Just the potential... 

To trust the power of God... 
To lead their lives...

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

So listen. 

We had an evangelism committee meeting... 
Last Tuesday night. 


The evangelism committee...

Is hard at work... behind the scenes. 


They are thinking about a new movement.  [9 Give Joy]

Called GIVE JOY. 


It's not so much a program...

As it is an empowerment... 

A way to help us... 

As a community...

TO think and pray... 
About what we can do...

In the world... 
In the name of Christ. 

 
How we can wait on... the invitation...

Of the Holy Spirit... 

To transfer our potential energy...

Into action in the world. 


How we can be guided by God... 
To see what other people need... 
And then... when the time is right...

For us as individuals... 

Or small groups... 

Or families... 
To do something.

IN the name of God... 
For the sake of Christ... 
And those around us.

 
And ultimately... to give Joy.

Right now... at this time... 

When the world so separately needs... 
A good word. 

A little hope.

A spark of life. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

So... keep your eyes and your hearts open. 

Start thinking about ways... 
That God is calling you... 
God has positioned you... 

To be ready...




To share Joy. 
To bring the good news.

To proclaim Christ...

Through our words and deeds. 


Our potential energy is so great.


But again... 
The good news is...

God's energy...

The power of Holy Spirit... 

Which moves within us...

In our hearts and minds...


With or without us...

Has the power... 
To GIVE LIFE... 

To the hurting and broken world. 


So what's it going it to be?  [10 Potential]

Are we going to answer the call...

Are we in a good place...

Ready to go... 
When the Spirit moves us. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

We may not be fishermen. 

But we can be witnesses... 

Of how God is moving...

In our lives.

 
We can acknowledge... 
That life is good... 
Not because of us...

But because of God... 
Who makes our lives good.


Who gives us light in the darkness...

Hope in despair...

And a community...

That cares for us. 


We can pray... 

That we will be always... ready...

For God to work a new work...

In and through us. 

 
And then... we can have...

All the potential energy...

We have been given... 

Transformed into holy action. 


Immediately.

In the Name of Christ.




Amen!


