
 

 

Notices for January 24, 2021 
 
Dear lovely people of St Philip’s, 
 
Like so many of us this week I was transfixed as I watched the inauguration of President Joe 
Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris. After the hateful atmosphere associated with the 
presidency of Donald Trump and the dreadful scenes of the violent mob storming the Capitol 
Building just two weeks ago, the inauguration felt like healing and balm had taken its first 
tentative steps. 

 
But what had me transfixed and filled me with hope was the poem recited by the first 
‘Young Poet Laureate of the United States,’ Amanda Gorman. ‘The Hill We Climb’ was one of 
the most beautiful ‘sermons’ that I have ever heard. It singularly framed the problems the 
states face whilst revealing how to overcome them - all done with a grace and beauty that 
belied her tender years! 

 
Gorman was born in LA and brought up by a single mother with her two siblings. She 
struggled with learning difficulties and a speech impediment as a child but overcame these 
ending up reading sociology at Harvard University. She said she was inspired to become an 
activist after watching a speech by Pakistani Nobel Prize laureate Malala Yousafzai. Gorman’s 
poetry is full of biblical imagery that she uses to express her themes of race, feminism, 
oppression and marginalization. 

 
Like all poetry, ‘The Hill We Climb’ inspires us to re-imagine the world differently. In it she 
expresses the journey eloquently, ‘We’ve braved the belly of the beast. We’ve learned that quiet 
isn’t always peace. In the norms and notions of what just is isn’t always justice.’ She then 
extols us to a greater vision, ‘So let us leave behind a country better than one we were le@ 
with. Every breath from my bronze-pounded chest we will raise this wounded world into a 
wondrous one.’ Finally, Gorman reminds us that, ‘The new dawn blooms as we free it. For 
there is always light. If only we’re brave enough to see it. If only we’re brave enough to be it.’ 

 
Picasso once famously remarked that, ‘Art is a lie that makes us realize truth.’ In a post Trump 
world, where once truth was made to be the lie, this beautiful young woman has used her art to 
bring us back to our senses! 
 
Love and Prayers, 
 
Stuart 

   DATES TO NOTE 
 

Sun Jan 24 Third Sunday After Epiphany   10 am online 
https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/blog 
Join us for Zoom coffee at 11 am https://zoom.us/j/454815164 
 

https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/blog
https://zoom.us/j/454815164


 

 

Mon Jan 25 Search Committee Meeting 7:30 pm 
Tues Jan 26 Parish Council Meeting 7:30 pm 
Sun Jan 31 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 10 am online  
Thurs Jan 28 Transforming Questions via Zoom 7 pm. Register by Jan 21 

https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/pages/transforming-questions  
 

Sat Feb 20 Deadline for Parish Council nominations   4 pm to Diana Bragg 
Sun Feb 21 Annual Vestry Meeting, virtual 

 
 
WEBSITE WORSHIP   Sundays at 10:00 am 
Join Stuart and others in Sunday morning Website Worship and follow along with the order of 
service delivered to you. The services are recorded and posted by Saturday evening, so you can 
watch and revisit them at your convenience.  
St Philip’s will continue to offer online worship for the many worshippers who cannot attend in 
person or who live afar.  Please follow the link above. 
 
COFFEE TIME 
Join us for Zoom coffee at 11 am https://zoom.us/j/454815164 
To join the gathering by phone, dial 778-907-2071. Coffee Hour ID is 454815164 
 
TIME TO GET ZOOM! 
If you have not downloaded ZOOM yet, now is the time!  It will give you access to the many 
virtual events that keep us together.   
Also, this year’s Vestry meeting will happen via ZOOM.  So if you would like to take part, you 
need to download ZOOM.  
Here’s the link to download ZOOM onto your computer…  https://zoom.us/download 
Stuart will be hosting a parish Zoom tutorial prior to Vestry so that we all know how to take 
part. 
 
MIDDAY PRAYERS - Mondays to Thursdays, via Zoom, 12 Noon 
Join Stuart for Midday Prayers. Whether you are at home or busy at work, this 20 min service 
will help you relax and reconnect with yourself, your community, and your Creator…  
https://zoom.us/j/98573390558?pwd=bWJkS0hTc1E1RzNkQUNicEl3QzFadz09 
To join by phone, dial 778-907-2071  The Meeting ID: 985 7339 0558 
 
PRAYER, CARE AND SHARE - Wednesdays via Zoom at 10:00 AM  
On your computer, click the link at 10:00 AM https://zoom.us/j/2939572088  
To join the gathering by phone, dial 778-907-2071.  The meeting ID is 2939572088. 
 
PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers at this time: Ron Ramsay, Sally Antrobus 
and her family, Ann Halfnights, Penny Francis and family, Greg, Maura and Brian, Nancy, Tracy 
and family, Larry Hoad and Mike Lane, Brenda Harrison, Sarah Burns, Jan Alexander, Mia 
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mailto:dasbragg@gmail.com
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https://zoom.us/j/454815164
https://zoom.us/download
https://zoom.us/j/98573390558?pwd=bWJkS0hTc1E1RzNkQUNicEl3QzFadz09T
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Salamito, Diana Bragg and Family, Hazel Maunder, Min’s sister Jill and Min’s advocate Dorothy 
McNaughton.  
 
Let us pray for those who have died, The Rev. David Hawkins, Ken Crookall, Eve Alexander,  
and for their friends and family bereaved by their loss.  
 
MILESTONES 
It’s Min Rundle’s birthday on Sunday. She’s 29, again. We swear that it’s true. Also Birthday 
blessings to Michael McKenzie! 29 too? 
Join in celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, and other milestones. Please send your news to Pat 
Brandon (604-224-3238) who just celebrated a birthday, by the way. Happy Birthday, Pat! 
 
HOW DID THE PEWS BECOME NEW? 
Check out this fascinating video put together by Henry and Mark, illustrating the many steps 
they took to refashion our original pews into stackable, moveable pews.   
They have revolutionized and broadened the possibilities for worship at St. Philip’s. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEgXtv5rRFM 
 
INTERCESSOR INFORMATION & TRAINING SESSION 
All Intercessors and those who may be interested in becoming prayer leaders are encouraged 
to attend this session. We have not had an instruction session for several years. Stuart will 
guide us through the formats and where to find the prayer resources. Please join us on 
Wednesday, February 24 at 7:30 pm for a zoom meeting. To register, email Diana Bragg, 
Intercessor Coordinator at  dasbragg@gmail.com 
 
UPDATED INTERNET 
St. Philip’s has a new and updated WiFi system installed throughout the campus.  Guest WiFi is 
now available, please ask Pat for the password if you are interested. 
 
OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN TO RUN LIVE-STREAMING 
With the upcoming installation of live-streaming cameras in the church, we are looking to train 
a team of volunteers to learn to operate the system.  Once this is up and running, we will be 
able to livestream all our services and events on the internet! This is an exciting opportunity for 
the whole parish.  If you are interested in getting involved or want to find out more, please 
email Pat at manager@stpdunbar.com   
Full training will be given once the equipment is installed. So if you are tech savvy or eager to 
learn, please consider getting involved in this exciting new ministry at St. Philip’s. 
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD MINISTRY 
Big thanks to the Neighbourhood Ministry Indoor team and supporters for this past Saturday's 
outing. The indoor team put together food, toiletries, sleeping bags, clothing and more. These 
items are invaluable to the folks that the outdoor teams meet on the street. Please continue 
your support with your prayers, your time, and your encouragement for this ministry.  
Every blessing to you all,  
Rev'd Liz Hamel 
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TRANSFORMING QUESTIONS  
Dates: Thursdays, Jan. 28 – Apr. 15, 2021.  Session length: 60-75 minutes 
Place:  ZOOM   
Questions? Contact The Reverend Jessica Schaap, Missioner for Christian Formation 
 
COMMUNICATION – VESTRY AND PARISH COUNCIL 
In this time devoid of in-person gatherings, communication is essential and a greater challenge 
than ever! The wardens remind you that you are always encouraged to speak to the rector, a 
warden, a trustee, Treasurer Don Thomson, a committee leader, or members of Parish Council. 
Please communicate your questions, thoughts or suggestions, especially in time for monthly 
Parish Council meetings, the dates of which are listed in the bulletin. 
As we prepare for Vestry, be reassured that you will receive your copy of the full Vestry report 
in advance by email. You will be given the option to sign up for a hard copy to be printed for 
you to pick up at the church prior to Vestry. This will give you time to inform yourself before the 
meeting, communicate with us, and allow us to keep our discussion effectively focused. If you 
would like to request a hard copy, please notify Pat by Feb 6. 
They will be available in the mailboxes in the stage door lobby on Feb. 7. 
 
Stay tuned for more next week. 
Your Rector and Wardens, 
 
Stuart Hallam   rector@stpdunbar.com 
Debbie Matheson  debbiematheson53@gmail.com 
Brian Mix   bmix@telus.net  
Diana Bragg   dasbragg@gmail.com 
Suzi Noetzel   spnoetzel@me.com 
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