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A Simple service of Daily Prayer 

for the week of Prayer for Christian Unity! 
 

Day 6: Welcoming Others 

“Go and bear fruit, fruit that will last” (Jn 15:16b) 
 

Gathering to worship God 

Welcome and introduction 

 

Greeting 

Let us worship God: Creator, Word and Holy Spirit 

All Amen 

 

 God is with you 

All And also with you. 

 

 This is the day that God has made 

All We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Opening Prayer  

 

 In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

 

Lord, you are the vinedresser who cares for us with love. 

You call on us to see the beauty of each branch united to the vine, 

the beauty of each person. 

And yet, too often the differences in others make us afraid. 

We withdraw into ourselves. 

Our trust in you is forsaken. 

Enmity develops between us. 

Come and direct our hearts toward you once again. 

Grant us to live from your grace 

so that we may be together and praise your name.  

All Amen 
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Praise 

 

Blessed is the Creator 

All for God has heard the voice of our prayer; 

 

 

Readings 

    

Psalm for the day       Psalm 96 
 

1  Sing to the Lord a new song; * 

   sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

2  Sing to the Lord and bless his name; *  

   tell out his salvation from day to day. 

3  Declare his glory among the nations * 

   and his wonders among all peoples. 

4  For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 

   he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5  For all the gods of the nations are but idols; * 

   it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

6  Honour and majesty are before him; * 

   power and splendour are in his sanctuary. 

7  Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 

   ascribe to the Lord honour and strength. 

8  Ascribe to the Lord the honour due to his name; * 

   bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9  O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 

   let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10  Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is king. * 

   He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

      he will judge the peoples with equity. 

11  Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad; * 

   let the sea thunder and all that is in it; 

12  Let the fields be joyful and all that is in them; * 

   let all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord. 

13  For he comes, he comes to judge the earth; * 

   with righteousness he will judge the world 

      and the peoples with his truth. 

 

All Glory to God, Creator, Word, Spirit 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, 

 And shall be forever. Amen 
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Readings 

 

Gen 18:1-5 
 

1 The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of 

the day. 2He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent 

entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3He said, ‘My lord, if I find favour with you, do not 

pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the 

tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since 

you have come to your servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’ 

 

Mk 6:30-44 
 

30 The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He said to them, 

‘Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.’ For many were coming and going, and 

they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now 

many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived 

ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they 

were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.  

 
35When it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now very 

late; 36send them away so that they may go into the surrounding country and villages and buy something 

for themselves to eat.’ 37But he answered them, ‘You give them something to eat.’ They said to him, ‘Are 

we to go and buy two hundred denarii worth of bread, and give it to them to eat?’ 38And he said to them, 

‘How many loaves have you? Go and see.’ When they had found out, they said, ‘Five, and two fish.’ 39Then 

he ordered them to get all the people to sit down in groups on the green grass. 40So they sat down in 

groups of hundreds and of fifties. 41Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and 

blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and he divided the 

two fish among them all. 42And all ate and were filled; 43and they took up twelve baskets full of broken 

pieces and of the fish. 44Those who had eaten the loaves numbered five thousand men. 

 

Meditation  
 

When we let ourselves be transformed by Christ, his love in us grows and bears fruit. Welcoming 

the other is a concrete way of sharing the love that is within us. 

 

Throughout his life, Jesus welcomed those he met. He listened to them and let himself be touched 

by them without being afraid of their suffering. 

 

In the Gospel account of the multiplication of the loaves, Jesus is moved with compassion after 

seeing the hungry crowd. He knows that the entire human person must be nourished, and that he 

alone can truly satisfy the hunger for bread and the thirst for life. But he does not wish to do this 

without his disciples, without that little something they can give him: five loaves and two fishes. 

Even today he draws us to be co-workers in his unconditional care. Sometimes something as 
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small as a kind look, an open ear, or our presence is enough to make a person feel welcome. 

When we offer our poor abilities to Jesus, he uses them in a surprising way. We then experience what 

Abraham did, for it is by giving that we receive, and when we welcome others, we are blessed in 

abundance. 

It is Christ himself whom we receive in a guest. 

The Rule of Taizé in French and English (2012), p. 103 

 

Will the people we welcome day after day find in us 

 human beings radiant with Christ, 

our peace? 

The Sources of Taizé  
 

Affirmation of faith 

 

 With the whole church  

All We affirm that we are made in God’s image,  

 Befriended by Christ, 

 Empowered by the Spirit 

 

 With people everywhere  

All We affirm God’s goodness at the heart of humanity 

 Planted more deeply than all that is wrong 

 

 With all creation 

All We celebrate the miracle and wonder of life; 

 The unfolding purposes of God, forever at work 

 In ourselves and the world 
          Iona Abbey Worship Book 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

God of life, you have created every human being in your image 

and likeness. We sing your praise for the gift of our many 

cultures, expressions of faith, traditions and ethnicities. Grant 

us the courage always to stand against injustice and hatred 

based on race, class, gender, religion, and fear of those not 

like ourselves. 

All God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

 

Merciful God, you have shown us in Christ that we are one in 

you. Teach us to use this gift in the world so that believers of all 

faiths in every country may be able to listen to each other and 

live in peace. 

All God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 
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O Jesus, you came into the world and shared fully in our 

humanity. You know the hardships of life for people who suffer 

in so many different ways. May the Spirit of compassion move 

us to share our time, life and goods with all those in need. 

All God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

 

Holy Spirit, you hear the fury of your wounded creation and 

the cries of those already suffering from climate change. Guide 

us toward new behaviours. May we learn to live in harmony as 

part of your creation. 

All God of peace, God of love, in you is our hope! 

 

Gracious God,  

All accept these prayers 

In the name of our brother Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Collect (Prayer for the day) 

 

Jesus Christ, 

we desire to welcome fully the siblings with whom we share this world. 

You know how often we feel helpless in the face of their suffering, 

yet you are always there ahead of us 

and you have already received them in your compassion. 

Speak to them through our words, support them through our actions, 

and let your blessing rest on us all.   

All Amen. 

 

The Disciple’s Prayer 

All  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name; 

your kingdom come; 

your will be done; 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Keep us from the time of trial 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power  

and the glory, are yours 

now and ever. Amen. 
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Going out to serve God 

 
Let us go from our prayer to proclaim the good news in all we say and do 

 

Let us go in peace to love and serve our loving God. 

All  Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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Questions for Discussion and Reflection (For the website) 

 

1. Jesus’s response to being told there is too little to feed the crowd is to send his disciples to 

find the resources that he will use to feed the people through a miracle. What can this 

account of his ministry tell us about our calling to follow Jesus? 

 

2. What does it mean that Jesus does this ministry – feeding the five thousand – with his 

disciples, not just on his own? 

 

3. Food scarcity and food deserts are a significant problem in many communities across 

Canada. Whether there are no grocery stores within an accessible distance, or the places 

that do sell food sell them at exorbitant prices, or there is no access to fresh food through 

community gardening and other means, there are millions in Canada who do not have 

ready access to healthy and safe food for them and their families. Some more reading on 

the topic can be found at Food Banks Canada’s HungerCount report. In your context, how does food scarcity 

appear in your communities? How do you address it, or how could you address it? 


