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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Third Sunday after Epiphany  January 24, 2021 

GATHERING 
Prelude  
 

Welcome 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
The leader reads the portions in regular print and all respond with the parts in bold. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy 
is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.  Amen. 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

Holy God, 
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that 
our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who 
are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider 
generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left 
undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them 
in your divine mercy. Amen. 

How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins 
are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In 
the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out 
Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Amen. 

Gathering Hymn Heaven Is Singing for Joy  #664 

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the 
implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the 
good news and calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preach-
ing in a similar way. Knowing that John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of 
discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all 
their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people. 

1 Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia, 
 for in your life and mine 
 is shining the glory of God. 
 

Refrain 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
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Greeting and Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. All:  And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray.  All-Loving God, 
All: by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by 

your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord . Amen. 

Song of Praise 

2 Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia, 
 for your life and mine 
 unite in the love of our God.  Refrain 
 

3 Heaven is singing for joy, alleluia, 
 for your life and mine 
 will always bear witness to God.   
 Refrain 
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Children’s Word Pastor Tony Rhodes 

WORD 
 
First Reading Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence 
message: Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people 
of Nineveh repent. The point of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question 
“On whom should God have mercy?” 

AM: A reading from Jonah. 

AM: Word of God, word of life.  All: Thanks be to God. 

1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a 
second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it 
the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set 
out and went to Nineveh, according to the 
word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk 
across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, 
going a day’s walk. And he cried out, 
“Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 

overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh 
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and 
everyone, great and small, put on 
sackcloth. 
  10When God saw what they did, how 
they turned from their evil ways, God 
changed his mind about the calamity that 
he had said he would bring upon them; and 
he did not do it.  
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Psalm In God Alone from Psalm 62 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, 
however, want Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, 
which even now has dawned through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

AM: A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

AM: Word of God, word of life.  All: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Gospel  Mark 1:14-20 
Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as 
“the gospel” or good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize 
this will respond with repentance and faith. 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark.   All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time 
has grown short; from now on, let even 
those who have wives be as though they 
had none, 30and those who mourn as though 
they were not mourning, and those who 
rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, 

and those who buy as though they had no 
possessions, 31and those who deal with the 
world as though they had no dealings with 
it. For the present form of this world is 
passing away. 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came 
to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 

  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of 
Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they 
were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, 
“Follow me and I will make you fish for 

In God alone my soul can find rest and 
peace 
In God my peace and joy 

Only in God my soul can find its rest. 
Find its rest and peace.  
Repeat 
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Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.    All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Message  Pastor Tony Rhodes 

Hymn of the Day Jesus Calls Us; O’er the Tumult #696 vs. 1, 3, & 5 

Prayers of Intercession 
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 

For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and 
deaconesses, and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of God’s 
reconciling love, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and for the 
well-being of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide our care for 
all the earth, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For those who provide leadership in our cities, states, nation, and around the world, for 
nonprofit and nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless 
advocates, that God inspire all people for the healing of the world, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await relief, 
especially Glenda, Sandy, Mary, David, Colbie, Dawn, Katie, Matt, Grant, the family 
and friends of George Silva, Philip Caniglia, and John Kaffenburger, and for those we 
now pray silently or aloud… (pause) that in the midst of suffering, God’s peace and 
mercy surround them, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of gospel 
living, that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

1 Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 
 of our life's wild, restless sea, 
 day by day his clear voice sounding, 
 saying, "Christian, follow me": 
 

3 Jesus calls us from the worship 
 of the vain world's golden store, 

 from each idol that would keep us, 
 saying, "Christian, love me more." 
 

5 Jesus calls us! By your mercy, 
 Savior, may we hear your call, 
 give our hearts to your obedience, 
 serve and love you best of all. 

people.” 18And immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. 19As he went a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John, who were in their boat 

mending the nets. 20Immediately he called 
them; and they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat with the hired men, and followed 
him. 
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Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

MEAL 
 

Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.     
All:   And also with you. 
You are welcome to share the peace using the comment section on YouTube or with 
anyone sheltering in peace with you. 

Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  O God, 
All:   receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with 

arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in 
faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, 
our saving grace. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: Blessed are you, O holy God… … both now and forever. 
All: Amen 

Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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Pastor: Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. Come and be fed. 

As we share communion in our homes, we remember that we are indeed surrounded by 
a great cloud of witnesses, sharing in communion with the saints of every time and 
place.  We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God as we 
accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of Christ 
given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Communion Song All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly #461 vs. 1 & 3 

Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very 
life and are strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in 
body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in your name. 

All:  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

Benediction 
Pastor: God the creator strengthen you; 
 Jesus the beloved fill you; 

 and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace .  
All: Amen 
 

Sending Song Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises #535 

 

1 All who hunger gather gladly;  
holy manna is our bread. 
Come from wilderness and wand'ring.  
Here in truth we will be fed. 
You that yearn for days of fullness, 
all around us is our food. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good. 

3 All who hunger, sing together, 
Jesus Christ is living bread. 
Come from loneliness and longing. 
Here in peace we have been fed. 
Blest are those who from this table 
live their days in gratitude. 
Taste and see the grace eternal. 
Taste and see that God is good.  

Refrain 
 Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness. 
 Hallelujah! We sing your praises,  

all our hearts are filled with gladness.  
Repeat 
 

1 Christ the Lord to us said:  
I am wine, I am bread, 

 I am wine, I am bread,  
give to all who thirst and hunger.  Re-
frain 

 

2 Now he sends us all out,  
strong in faith, free of doubt, 

 strong in faith, free of doubt.  
Tell to all the joyful gospel.  Refrain 
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Dismissal 
Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   

Gospel Message 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 24, 2021 

In the Nets of the Kingdom 

Jan, wandering seat to seat on the bus, was crossing state lines from Michigan to 
Wisconsin. Bruce had sent her the ticket. The two met at a church youth convention; 
now she was going to be his high school prom date. Here’s how it happened: At the 
youth gathering, during each morning’s worship, the two held the same green hymn 
book. During the afternoon Bible studies, sitting cross-legged in a circle on the floor, 
she read compellingly from her red leatherette Bible. For evening reflections, the 
prayers she pulled from her blue plastic packet of devotions swept the room. Bruce was 
bedazzled. That’s why he bought the ticket. When Jan stepped off the bus, she 
shimmered, telling him how from seat to seat along Highway 2 she had saved souls, 
netting fourteen converts on a colorful missionary journey. 

As delighted as Jan might have been, her proselytizing was not the kind of fishing for 
people Jesus was after when he passed along the Sea of Galilee, calling oily fishermen 
to “follow me.” What shook Simon and Andrew, James and John, and countless women 
and men throughout the ages to—immediately, impulsively—give up their nets, quit 
mending, abandon boats, and leave families and homes? 

Jesus’ wild, sea-changing challenge demands courage. It dares us into a way of living, a 
manner of seeing, and a risk of not knowing but earnestly believing that when he asks us 
to step up, something more meaningful than all we have awaits us. 

Jesus’ “follow me” comes amid a lifetime of rigorous monotony, in which we are 
constantly casting nets to catch more of what never satisfies. Jesus’ “follow me” is an 
epiphany. It is an invitation, not to “save souls,” but to be gathered and to gather the 
weak and despairing, to minister to the ruined and abandoned, scared and starving, to 
show compassion to the mean and unloving, and to embrace the great, greedy, proud, 
and demanding; all of this awaits us in the nets of God’s kingdom.   

Presiding Minister—Pastor Clark Brown 

Assisting Minister—Dave Fleischman 
Musician—Desma Johnson 

Cantors—Jon Gerdes 
Altar Care—Susan Smith 
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Upcoming Commemorations 

Conversion of Paul 
Monday, January 25, 2021 
The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now comes to an 
end as we recall the pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar of the early church, the 
apostle Paul. His encounter with the risen Christ turned him from persecutor of the 
followers of Christ to one of their leaders. 
 
Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries 
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 
These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle Paul. 
Timothy became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas was imprisoned 
with Paul at Philippi until they were delivered by an earthquake. 
 
Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith 
Wednesday, January 27, 2021 
Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, as 
demonstrated by these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller of purple goods, 
lent her home for a church; Dorcas was known for charitable works; and Phoebe was a 
deacon in the church at Cenchrae. 
 
Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274 
Thursday, January 28, 2021 
One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church's history, Aquinas 
worked to bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. A member of the 
Order of Preachers (Dominicans), Aquinas was also a hymnwriter. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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 Prayer Concerns 
Please remember in your prayers: 
 
Glenda Tankersley, Ia Bolter ’s niece, in a nursing home on dialysis .  
The family and friends of George Silva, brother  of Pastor  Clark’s brother in law.  
The family of Philip Caniglia, father  of Steve Solomon’s friend Phyllis.  
Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer  tr eatment again. 
Mary Lea, undergoing cancer  treatment again.  
David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother  of Lucille Pires, undergoing 
chemo therapy for prostate and bone cancer.  
Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adr ian, 171/2  months old diagnosed with a neuro-
degenerative disease.  
Dawn Stallings, daughter  of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   
Katie and Matt Logan, as Katie has been laid off from work. 
Grant Hobson, grandnephew of Matt Schulz, being treated for  leukemia, and his 
parents Claire and Luke.  
The family and friends of John Kaffenburger. 
 
Healthcare workers on the front line of the pandemic and essential workers facing 
daily risk of disease. 
All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 
For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 
For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire 
Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the world. 

Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Torie Hamilton 
Rodger Marty 
Bonnie Bennett 
Jim McMullins 
Bill Reynolds 
Mary Lee Slater 
Marjonie Gabriel 
Tom Brown 
Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 
Jacqueline Graham 
Gloria Llenaresas 
Riley Ann Holland 
Ronnie Lyons 
Irene McCloud 
Thomas Ansley 
Jackie Rullman 
Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 
Justice Gaudoin 
Peter Kracht 
Isabella Silva 
Randy Hoch 
Don Butler 
Mark Northcutt 
Helen Leikam 

Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America. 
Liturgy: WOV Setting 4 Light of Christ © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. 
Heaven Is Singing for Joy, Text: Pablo Sosa  © Pablo Sosa  
In God Alone, Text: Jacques Berthier © 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taize, GIA Publications, Inc. exclusive North America agent.  
Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult, Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.  
All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly, Text: Thomas A. Dorsey © 1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin. Hal Leonard Corp. 

Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises Text: South African, tr. Freedom Is Coming © 1984 Utryck, admin. Walton Music Corp. 
All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 

Augsburg License #23225          CCLI License #2883346          OneLicense License #A-706342 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
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Notes and announcements 

 “Stories of Faith in Action” has a brand-new digital platform. Visit now to learn 
how your offering sustains and enhances ministries that support and lift up God’s 
people at LivingLutheran.org/SOFIA.  

 Study and discuss online: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: Tuesday evening class 
and discussion on Gratitude begins this week, Wednesday 2PM Bible Study, and 
Sunday 11AM pastors’ class. Email Pastor Clark for info: pastorclark@sttim.org. 

 “Online Worship: All services are posted online to YouTube.  If you have 
internet access, our YouTube Channel is at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHP8hutt19neqHHHpbQPcDA  Worship 
is available by Saturday evening. Please subscribe to our channel. 

 Social Hour: We have a social hour  on Zoom Sunday at 10:30am.  Information 
for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you want to be on our 
email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor  Clark at 
pastorclark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

 Preparing for communion.  Our online Sunday worship will include 
communion.  As you feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside 
some bread or crackers, and some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you 
need any of these items, please contact Ida Barber. 

 Prayer Concerns: Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or  changed prayer  
concerns at 375-1043. 

 Shopping etc.: Do you need help with shopping or  other  needs or  can volunteer  
to help? Please contact Pastor Clark at 831-521-1818 or pastorclark@sttim.org. 

 Hymnals: Would you like to borrow a hymnal while we are “sheltering in 
peace?”  Please contact the office and we will make arrangements.   

 Offering: Please remember  your  offer ings to St. Timothy as our  expenses 
continue and we experience loss of income from outside groups.  Offering can be 
mailed to the church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting 
our website www.sttim.org. 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.livinglutheran.org%2fsofia%2f&srcid=252050&srctid=1&erid=6979753b-d9a3-434e-8ee0-5ba63ee0f7f7&trid=6979753b-d9a3-434e-8ee0-5ba63ee0f7f7

