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Sometimes people paint a too-rosy picture. 
 In their enthusiasm they fail to disclose 
  The complete truth. 
 
You see an old friend 
 And compliment her on her beautiful cable-knit sweater. 
  She tells you that she made it. 
   She encourages you to try it yourself.  
   
It’s dead-easy she says. 
 
And so you go to the store 
 And pick up some yarn, 
  Dreaming that you’ll be sporting  
   Your own creation. 
 
But three weeks later, 
 You’re no closer than when you’ve started, 
  You’ve unravelled as much as you’ve knit. 
 
OR…. 
 
You’ve come back from the mechanic 
 After a routine visit. 
  He handed you a list. 

A list of important work that needs to be done. 
He also lists the cost alongside each job. 
 
When you add up those numbers, 
 You hold your chest in horror. 
 

But when you grouse to a friend 
 He tells you that you can do 
  At least half of the work yourself. 
 
It’s dead-easy he says. 
 
And so you order the parts. 
 You watch a video on YouTube. 
  But after a weekend of grunting and cursing 
   you have nothing to show for yourself. 
 
Now the car isn’t even drivable. 
 It’s in front of your house on blocks. 
 
We don’t like hearing that things will be difficult. 
 We don’t like hearing that things will be difficult. 
 
And yet most of us like to know 
 What sort of trouble we’re getting into. 
 
If it something hard and optional 
 We might simply turn aside the project. 
  If it is something hard and unavoidable 
   Then at least we will get prepared. 
 
Last week we started a new section of the book of Daniel. 
 We left behind that section of stories 

about Daniel and friends in the Babylonian court. 
 

We started a new section of strange dreams and visions 
 Dreams and visions that are given to Daniel. 
 
But you might say today’s chapter 
 More appropriately marks 
  The beginning of this second section. 
 
For in Daniel chapter 8 the language of the originally text changes. 
 Chapters 2-7 were written in Aramaic, 
  While chapters 8 and following are written in Hebrew. 
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This change is language seems to mark a change in focus. 
 Instead of looking at God’s rule over the nations, 
  We are focusing in on God’s plans for God’s people.i 
 
Last week Daniel dreamed about a series of beastly empires 
 That are succeeded by God’s just rule. 
 
This week Daniel has a vision 

Limited to two of those empires. 
  A vision which then zooms in 
   And focuses on Israel and its Temple. 
 
This vision coincides rather neatly 
 With our extra-biblical historical knowledge 
  About those empires and Israel. 

 
In his vision Gabriel tells Daniel that: 
 
“The ram represents the empire  

carved out by the Medes and the stronger Persians…  
 
[What we know from history is that] 

Cyrus, the great founder of the Medo-Persian empire,  
and the Persian leaders who followed him  

had major conquests in three directions— 
 
against the Medes in the north,  

the Greek states in Asia Minor (west)  
and Babylon and Egypt in the south.  

 
Just like the bear in chapter 7 had three ribs in its mouth,  

the ram pushes its way in three directions  
and no one seems able to stop it.  

 
But then a goat comes with lightning speed from the west.  

[Gabriel informs Daniel that]  
The goat represents the Greek kingdom 

 
[And that] conspicuous horn  

[we can easily recognise as] Alexander the Great.  

Sweeping in to Asia Minor with 40,0000 men in 334 B.C.,  
Alexander conquered the entire Persian empire  

in an astonishingly short period of time.  
 
He defeated the Persians over and over,  

and conquered as far east as the border of India.  
Then his troops, exhausted and discontented  

because they were so far from home,  
returned to Babylon with Alexander,  

who fell ill with a fever.  
 
Within two day Alexander was dead… 
 
Four Greek generals carved up Alexander’s empire— 

and from one of these smaller kingdoms Antiochus Epiphanes,  
the [which can be identified as the] small horn,  

arose 150 years later.  
 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes was the eight king  

in the dynasty that ruled Syria.  
He reigned from 175 top 164 B.C.  

and was one of the greatest persecutors 
Israel had ever known.”ii  

 
His paganization programme 
 Was designed to “eradicate completely  

every trace of Israel’s faith, worship and life… 
 
 [Antiochus] called for the abolition of the Temple cult  

and the observance of the Law,  
and the substitution of pagan cults.  

 
The observance of all Jewish ordinances,  

in particular those relating to the Sabbath and circumcision,  
was prohibited on pain of death.”iii  

 
Antiochus died suddenly of disease in 164 BC.iv 
 Which also neatly coincides with Daniel’s vision: 
  “But he shall be broken, 
   And not by human hands.”v 
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It’s hard not to see Daniel’s vision 
 Written out in human history. 
  Some commentators argue  

that the resemblance is too close, 
    To have been predicted. 
 
That it is only reasonable to infer 
 That at least this part of the book 

Has a late date. 
That the vision was written after-the-fact. 

 
But if we can concede that our God knows the future 
 We might also imagine that God sometimes shares this knowledge, 
  Gives it to God’s people in advance. 
 
Biblical prophecy, as a whole, contains elements  
 Of both foretelling and forth-telling. 
  There is a revelation of the future. 

And this revelation is intended to produce 
    Some human change in the present. 
 
Secular prophecy is no different. 
 
I mean think of Al Gore and his documentary, An Inconvenient Truth. 
 He doesn’t warn us about melting icecaps and rising oceans 
  So we can continue to live the same way. 
 
Certainly the book of Daniel is different, 
 As the prophetic imagery is more apocalyptic. 
  History is taken up in the hands of God. 
 
But this revelation is indeed intended to accomplish something. 
 Otherwise it wouldn’t have been shared. 
 
So what would have been the value 
 For Daniel to have foreseen these troubles? 
  Is there any ongoing value for us? 
  
As you know by now 
 Daniel was living in exile. 

His nation had been conquered 
And God’s Temple have been demolished. 

  Daniel and his friends had been drafted to serve 
   In a foreign land. 
 
It would be easy for him and others 
 To imagine that if they could only get back home, 
  Things would be perfect. 
 
If only…. 
 
What this vision teaches is that  
 “Getting back to the land  

will not mean the kingdom of God  
will immediately appear….  
 

They [would have to] count on the sovereignty of God  
to sustain them generation by generation,  

crisis by crisis.vi  
 
They needed to know that when they return to their homeland 
 There would be new trials and new difficulties. 
  Being God’s people always comes at a cost. 
 
But if this is a lesson for Daniel and his people 
 It is a lesson we can also legitimately appropriate. 
 
Some see prophecies like these  
 As having multiple fulfillments. 
  Additionally there are general truths that are raised 
   In such depictions of events. 
 
What Daniel’s vision tells us, 
 Is also echoed by Jesus. 
  Just consider how he warns his disciples: 
 
“They are going to throw you out of the meeting places.  

There will even come a time  
when anyone who kills you 

will think he’s doing God a favor.”vii 
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So why did Jesus warn his disciples? 
 Why share with them his dark vision? 
  Why share this dark vision with us? 
 
He warns them 

So they will, so we will, 
have a realistic view of the future. 

And so they will, so we will be prepared  
and ready for these trials. 

 
If you want to knit that sweater 
 And know that it’s going to be difficult, 
  You’ll read the instructions well, 
   And call on other people for assistance. 
 
You won’t expect to be finished in an evening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

i See Douglas Connelly A Deeper Look at Daniel 114 
ii Douglas Connelly A Deeper Look at Daniel 120 
iii Dale Ralph Davis Daniel 112 
iv See “Antiochus IV Epiphanes” Wikipedia 

If you want to replace your car’s struts, 
 And know this is beyond your regular tinkering 
  You will ask for a more knowledgeable friend to help you. 
   You will pry your mechanic for some tips. 
 
If you know that those who live out their faith 
 Will be challenged, even persecuted by others. 
  You will be prepared for all eventualities. 
 
You’ll be ready for the taunts and teasing. 
 You’ll be prepared to answer hard questions. 
  You’ll seek support from other believers. 
   You’ll learn to lean on your God in prayer. 
 
Most of us would prefer to be told  

that things will be easy. 
  But God doesn’t want his people unprepared  
   For the challenges they will face. 
 
No, God keeps us ready for the challenges of the present 
 Even as we await our final salvation. Amen. 
 

v Daniel 8:25 NRSV 
vi Dale Ralph Davis Daniel 107 
vii John 16:1-4 MSG 

                                                           


