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The good, the bad and the green
By Gisele McKniGht 

when parishioners enter christ 
church cathedral through the 
great west doors, those who 
like heat should sit on the left 
side of the building, and those 
who don’t mind a cooler service 
should sit on the right side. The 
middle is the coldest, since the 
ceiling is highest there. 
     Those were some of dozens 
of revelations during the green 
audit at christ church cathe-

dral Jan. 9. From light bulbs to 
toilets, carpets to candles, just 
about everything was on the 
table for discussion. 
     The green audits, both at the 
cathedral and st. John’s (stone) 
church in saint John, came 
about after a creative care 
workshop by randal goodfel-
low last fall. he’s the chair of 
the creation Matters initiative 
of the general synod of the Na-
tional church. At his urging, the 
cathedral applied for and was 

given a grant to help pay for the 
green audit. grants are available 
for 2015 audits. Visit anglican.ca, 
click on creation Matters and 
scroll down to the audits section. 
     At the cathedral, stephen 
collette, green audit manager at 
Faith & The common good, a 
faith-based environmental non-
profit, did a walk-thru and talk 
on his observations of what the 
cathedral was doing right and 
what could help to improve the 
space and even save money. 

     “A green audit is not just 
about energy,” he told the 
dozen or so who gathered on 
the snowy day. “it’s all the other 
potential environmental issues: 
food, water, waste, operations, 
maintenance, transportation, air 
quality, landscaping.” 
     his goal of the day was to ob-
serve the building operations and 
produce a 30-40 page report. 
     he pointed out many quick and 

Stephen Collette, green audit manager at Faith & The Common Good, takes photos of the ceiling at Christ Church Cathedral on Jan. 9. He 
performed green audits on the cathedral and St. John’s (Stone) Church in Saint John to illustrate what the churches are doing right and what 
could be improved upon.  From thermostats to toilets, carpets to cleaning products, everthing was up for discussion.
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See Audit on page 2

Meet 
your 
bishop

By Gisele McKniGht 

when he was a teenager in 
england, Bishop David edwards 
thought he might like to be a 
lawyer. he also considered a 
career as a teacher. But then, he 
said, “god happened.”

“i felt a sense of calling to or-
dained ministry, but i felt i needed 
experience in working outside the 
church,” said the bishop.

so he earned a degree in eng-
lish and history and a certificate 
of education and went to work 
as a middle and high school his-
tory and phys ed teacher. 

he enjoyed his five years as a 
teacher, even rising to the head 
of the humanities department at 
one school, but god was waiting.

“The call got stronger,” he 
said. “i was never in any doubt 
as to the nature of the call.”

so in 1986, he quit his job and 
joined the church Army where 
he spent three years in its training 

This is the first in a series 
of interviews with the 
Diocese of Fredericton’s 
bishops. This month we 
feature current bishop 
David Edwards.

See Bishop on page 2
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easy improvements. For example, 
a switch to beeswax candles is 
healthier since the smoke from 
paraffin candles and truck exhaust 
are exactly the same. 
     lighting could be improved 
by using leDs, but he cautioned 
to do the changeover all at the 
same time instead of bulb-by-
bulb for months on end. 
     “if it doesn’t look nice, people 
won’t buy into it,” he said. 
     heating and energy con-
sumption were topics of much 
discussion. collette said the 
cathedral uses more than double 
the electricity — kilowatt hours 
per square foot — than the ca-
thedral hall, and almost double 
the canadian average. it also 
uses more natural gas for heat-
ing than the hall and more than 
the national average.  
     heating a large stone build-
ing is a tricky endeavour. cold 
affects the tuning of the organ, 
and if the building gets too cold, 
it takes a huge amount of energy 
to reheat it. The thermostat is 
not turned down in the cathe-
dral because of these issues. 
     in europe churches are much 
cooler and people are used to 
it, but as Archdeacon Patricia 
Drummond pointed out, North 
Americans won’t come to church 
if it’s not comfortable. 
     insulation of the stone walls is 
out of the question, said collette, 
as it would destroy them. 

     while collette was happy to 
see ceiling fans in use, they need 
to be updated. 
     “i’d like to see more of them, 
i’d like to see bigger, and i’d 
like to see them running all the 
time,” he said. 
     he noted that some churches 
turn them off because they blow 
out candles and their noise some-
times irritates people. But proper 
commercial fans push precious 
heat lower, and running a fan is 
cheaper than running a furnace. 
     hot air rises, he said, and with 
the steeple, “you guys just happen 
to have the tallest building in the 
city.” 
     collette recommends solid 
flooring for churches, not carpet, 
because of air quality and dust 
issues. 
     Pew cushions need frequent 
cleaning, he said, noting that 
when the whole congregation 
sits down at the same time, a 
cloud of dust can rise and affect 
air quality and allergies. he 
recommends hanging the pew 
cushions outside, since sunlight 
is a natural bleach. 
     For both church and home, 
collette suggested watching for 
water stains and spider webs, 
since both indicate air leakage.  
     On the walk-thru, he noted 
dust in the heaters, a recycling box 
for bulletins, low flow toilets and a 
green hand cleaner, something he 
said is vital to our health. 
     “if you’re not willing to eat 
your cleaning products, you 

shouldn’t be using them,” he 
said, suggesting the use of vin-
egar, baking soda and essential 
oils. cleaning product recipes 
are available at his website, 
yourhealthyhouse.ca 
     collette’s conclusions noted 
the many projects already com-
pleted. 
     “A lot of work has been done 
in the past few years here, and a 
lot of it volunteer. it’s amazing,” 
he said. “you guys are one of the 
most professional groups i’ve 
worked with.” 
     while noting no red flags, he 
said there’s always an opportu-
nity for improvement. he cited 
air leakage as the most impor-
tant, while acknowledging the 
historic nature of the building 
would prevent some upgrades 
from happening. he suggested 
energy efficient light bulbs, more 
ceiling fans and weather strip-
ping around doors. 
     On non-energy issues, he noted 
the lack of signage outside to tell 
people what the church is and the 
time of services. he also preached 
the theme of making sure parish-
ioners know what changes and 
gains are being made. 
     “The idea is to engage people 
in their existing passion for their 
faith building,” he said. 
     his report is due in a few 
weeks. For more information on 
a green audit for your church, 
contact stephen collette: scol-
lette@faith-commongood.net or 
(705) 652 5159. 

Cathedral audit report due soon
Continued from page 1

About a dozen people spent the day with Stephen Collette on Jan. 9 to hear about the green audit at Christ 
Church Cathedral. Here Collette explains about the heat loss to the steeple and the need for more ceiling 
fans to push hot air down to the pews. From left, Collette, Nathan Cutler, Archdeacon Patricia Drummond 
and acting sexton David Garland. 
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program. upon graduation, he 
was commissioned as a church 
Army captain and was appointed 
evangelism advisor in the Diocese 
of chelmsford in england.

“i enjoyed it,” he said. “it was 
an interesting ministry because 
it was constantly different.”

he spent six years in that 
post, was ordained in 1995 and 
became the minister at st. Mary’s 
high Ongar and the deanery 
evangelism and education re-
source person. he enjoyed that 
too, but in 1998, was asked to 
come to canada.

Thus began his canadian 
path to become the bishop of the 
diocese. his role here was with the 
church Army, specifically to re-es-
tablish their training college which 
was moving from Toronto to saint 
John. he became its principal.

The appointment was for three 
years, with a possible two-year 
extension, which was more than 
16 years ago. Obviously, god had 
big plans for the future bishop.

On Advent sunday in 2000, 
now retired Bishop Bill hockin 
asked David to go to st. John’s 
(stone) church as interim, just 
until easter. 

“During that time, i became 
convinced of a call to shape the 
training (at church Army) to in-
clude significant hands-on training 
in uptown saint John,” he said.

By May of 2002, he had be-
come rector of stone church while 
still principal of the college. it was 

Bishop is a teacher at heart
in 2011 that he was appointed par-
ish development officer, “which 
took me back to the beginning” of 
his church Army career, he said. 

And here we are, three years 
later, with David edwards as di-
ocesan bishop, a calling he never 
imagined or aspired to.

“i assumed i’d end up serving 
in a series of rural parishes (in 
england),” he said.

so what has equipped him to 
do the job of bishop? 
    “i have no idea!” he said. “But 
i think the fact that i’m a big-
picture thinker helps. And i’m 
used to developing strategy. 

“in these three months, the big-
gest thing i’ve noticed is the grace 
of god seems to rise to meet the 
challenges. i hope that continues.”

his impressions so far are for 
the acute need of more outreach 
and community engagement. 
    “The issues we face as a diocese 
are more pressing than i thought 
they were,” he said. “There is a 
need for a transformation into a 
more mission-centred focus.”

As for his legacy as bishop, 
“it’s still too early for me to be 
able to say this is the direction 
or these are the projects. i’m still 
coming to terms with the urgent 
as opposed to the important.”

when his time as bishop is 
concluded, he has hope that the 
diocese will be “a group of con-
gregations which demonstrate 
the love of christ, both within 
and without, are strongly cen-
tred on Jesus as well as outward 
focussed.” 

Continued from page 1
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Jan. 28 – Feb. 9  
Bishop’s school at 

canterbury 
 

Feb. 10 - 15         
Vacation 

 
Feb. 19             

Bishop’s counsel 
 

Feb. 21             
Diocesan council  

 
Feb. 22             

Parish of woodstock 
 

March 1             
Parish of the Nerepis  

& st. John 
 

March 4-5             
wycliffe college 

 
March 14             

warden’s Day 
 

March 15             
Parish of Millidgeville 

 
March 24-25             

Diocese of Nova scotia  
& Prince edward island 

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g et h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

David Edwards is Diocesan Bishop of 
Fredericton.

Our connections to the community

Become disciples, make disciples

Archdeacon Cathy Laskey is the 
executive assistant to the bishop 
and secretary of Synod.

someone said to me re-
cently, “i always like to ask 
you what you are reading, 

because you read the strangest 
things.” 

i do not think what i read 
is strange, but i try to read 
widely. i am currently perus-
ing a book about the history of 
soccer goalkeepers. i used to the 
custodian of the net, and people 
who play in that position are 
always regarded as slightly odd, 
so one might call it a journey to 
self-understanding. 

Prior to this i read Social 
Physics: How Good Ideas Are 
Spread by Alex Pentland. Find it 
on youTube by searching Alex 
Pentland.

The reason i try to look at 
material which might be unex-
pected is two-fold: firstly to see 
what i can learn from people 

who have a very different per-
spective than me; secondly, it is 
often interesting to discover that 
cutting edge thinkers are coming 
up with ideas that have been 
held by the church for years. 
in the case of Alex Pentland i 
found both to be the true.

Much of his work revolves 
around what is known as “big 
data.” These are data gener-
ated primarily electronically and 
recorded somewhere such as on 
Facebook. Pentland has developed 
the idea of “big labs” in order to 
discover how ideas spread. 

One of the ways he has done 

this is by giving large groups of 
people smartphones and then 
analyzing their usage. he argues 
this gives a better insight into 
people’s behaviour than the tra-
ditional questionnaire method. 

everything they do on their 
device is recorded and reviewed, 
hence their real activities are 
noted rather than relying upon the 
person reporting what they do.

This sounds all very “big 
brother,” and it is, but one of 
the interesting things Pentland 
has discovered is that ideas 
are spread best through social 
networks and usually by face-to-
face interaction rather than by 
written communication. 

in this case, face-to-face 
could mean electronically 
(skype, for example), but the es-
sential point is the effective com-
munication of an idea is centred 
on trust rather than the value of 
the idea. 

Therefore i could offer the 
most beneficial idea to a relative 
stranger and they are less likely 
to accept it, whereas i could offer 
a mediocre idea to a friend and 
they will probably sign up.

My experience in church 
leadership has told me this is 
true. i could drop several hun-
dred flyers around the parish 
for an exciting event and have 
meagre return. whereas invit-
ing people i have some kind of 
relationship with to the same 
thing will have a much higher 
success rate.

There are many implications 
for the church in Pentland’s re-
search. i just want to point to two. 

we have to be communities of 
trust, which means in our con-
gregations we have to know each 
other and care for each other.

we have to be connected to 
our wider communities in ways 
they can see we love them and 
can be trusted. This means we 
have to put ourselves out in 
order to be effective in ministry 
together.

Social physics: How 
Good Ideas are Spread 
has implications  
for the church

it was the conclusion of the 
eucharist service in the Par-
ish of shediac.           

     The godly Play church school 
children, parents and storytell-
ers were returning from their 
session to be a part of the an-
nouncement time. it was the day 
the Bishop’s letter of the appoint-
ment as executive assistant was 
read to the congregation.    
     i felt myself becoming very 
emotional right after i caught 
a glimpse of 2 ½ year old cody 
walking up the aisle.  why was 
it at that moment that the tears 
started to come? 
     indeed there had been many 
private tears leading up to the 
announcement — it is very 
hard to change ministries and 
move from a community of faith 
that one appreciates so much. i 
realize now that there was even 
something much deeper going 
on for me.   
     in that moment there was 
actually a mixture of sadness 
and joy. i had had the privilege 
of administering the sacrament 
of baptism to cody. he was ac-

tually the first infant who, after 
baptism, continued to be a part 
of the worshipping community.   
     his sister, Jaden, when she 
was not much older than him, 
sat week after week with her par-
ents on sunday morning. They 
sat close to the front because 
they understood the importance 
of being where she could see 
what was going on and be en-
gaged to learn how to worship.     
     There was sadness because i 
would not have the continued op-
portunity to share in the nurture of 
cody’s faith as well as all the other 
children and adults in the way that 

i’d had the privilege to do so as a 
priest in the parish community. 
They all taught me so much.  
     There was also great joy be-
cause of how cody was learning 
about god and growing in his 
relationship with christ along 
with his sister, parents and all 
the people of his church fam-
ily. we all have certainly been 
nurtured in our faith, growing 
daily as we become disciples and 
share in the making of disciples.    
     last month my article re-
flected upon the First Mark of 
Mission which is to “proclaim 
the good News of the kingdom.” 
The five Marks of Mission are the 
framework used to describe and 
encourage ministry throughout 
the worldwide Anglican com-
munion. They need to describe 
our ministry in our homes, par-
ishes and broader communities.    
     The second Mark of Mission 
is to “teach, baptize and nurture 
new believers.” For me, this 
mark of mission is a summary of 
the great commission in which 
the disciples of christ are told to 
“go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of 
the son and of the holy spirit, 
and teaching them to obey ev-
erything that i have commanded 
you. And remember, i am with 
you always, to the end of the 
age.” Matthew 28: 19-20  
     On Jan. 11, we recalled The 
Baptism of the lord. it was 
obviously important for Jesus to 
be baptized and also for those 
who were his followers. cody’s 
mother, Amanda, shared the 
following when asked why it 
was important for cody to be 
baptized: 
     “cody was baptized at st. Mar-
tin’s because we wanted him to 
be surrounded by the people that 
cared and were connected to him. 
we want our children to grow up 
knowing and feeling that sense of 
community, to learn about kind-
ness and generosity by example.” 
As communities of faith, we all 
share in the making of disciples!  

WHEN YOU ... listen with all your heart • honour your elders • encourage young people to take over the church often and 
loudly • choose good over evil • welcome the stranger • write the government about the issues that matter • invite a co-worker 
to church • help your dad do housework • get messy with your Sunday school kids • say “Thank you, Lord” and mean it • 
Tweet your blessings one by one • introduce your grandchildren to nature • read and share God’s word • ...THEN YOU 
ARE LIVING THE MARKS OF MISSION  www.anglican.ca/marks

• The Ven. cathy laskey, 
executive assistant to the bishop, 
was appointed secretary of 
synod by Diocesan council on 
Dec. 3.

• The Parish of newcastle-
nelson and the Parish of 
hardwicke were amalgamated 
into the Anglican Parish of 
Newcastle-Nelson-hardwicke, 
effective Jan. 1.

• The Rev. Kevin Borthwick is 
appointed priest and rector of 
the Parish of shediac effective 
March 1. he leaves the Parish 
of Prince william, Dumfries, 
Queensbury and southampton.

• The Rev. Philip Pain will 
leave the Parish of Minto and 
chipman as of March 31, 2015.

Episcopal 
Announcements

 
The Mabel c. Dean  

Memorial Bursary is awarded 
to assist in the post-secondary 
education of children of clergy 

in good standing in the  
Diocese of Fredericton.  

applications are available on 
the diocesan website  

(anglican.nb.ca) under  
resources/financial assistance. 

Deadline is March 31.
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Nativity display awes, overwhelms
By EugEnE PRicE 

each year All saints’ Anglican church 
in keswick ridge holds a congregational 
breakfast the first sunday in Advent to 
celebrate the beginning of Advent and the 
beginning of the church year. 
     This year they showcased the beauty 
of various nativity sets owned by the 
congregation.

when the idea was conceived, organ-
izers expected 15-20 nativity sets. shortly 
after the appeal went out, its popularity 
quickly became obvious to display co-or-
dinators lois Poore and Violet Mclaugh-
lin. in the end over 70 nativity sets spread 
over seven tables made for a beautiful 
display.

There were many varieties of nativities, 
from movable figures to single pieces as 
well as some hand stitched and knitted 
scenes. some were purchased by indi-
viduals themselves and some had been 
received as gifts from family members 
living abroad. There were sets from italy, 
the czech republic, ireland, israel and 
various parts of canada and the united 
states. 

No matter what style, nativity scenes 

often become treasured family keep-
sakes. while some were recent purchases 
and gifts, some were generational family 
heirlooms. 

smaller sets had only a stable with 
Mary, Joseph, the Baby Jesus and various 
farm animals. larger sets included shep-
herd boys, lambs and the three wise men. 

Traditionally, the figures in the nativity 
set are added gradually to recount the 
historical christmas story. On Dec. 24 
the Baby Jesus is placed in the manger, 
and the following days the shepherds 
are added. On Jan. 6, Three kings Day, 
the magi are also added near the manger 
scene. 

it is customary in some churches to 
keep the nativity set on display until Feb. 
2, which is the end of the epiphany. 

Although they were different and 
unique, each one depicted the common 
theme of “one couple, one journey, one 
child….who would change the world 
forever.” 
     Plans are being discussed and the 
church family has been asked for ideas on 
how to open the displays to the commun-
ity next year and use the opportunity to 
raise funds for charity.

p a r i s h   n e w s 

Deacons ordained in Moncton

St. George’s church in 
Moncton hosted a Nov. 
30 service which saw Dr. 
Dan Goodwin ordained a 
transitional deacon and 
Barbara Haire ordained 
a vocational deacon. Left 
to right: Thomas Nisbett, 
the Rev. Deacon Dr. Dan 
Goodwin, the Rev. Deacon 
Elizabeth Wells, Bishop 
David Edwards, the Rev. 
Cathy Laskey, the Rev. 
Deacon Barb Haire and 
the Rev. Brent Ham.

subMitted photo
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Monday morning outreach is a team effort 
By Gisele McKniGht 

it’s 8:30 on Monday morn-
ing and the crowd is waiting 
patiently outside cathedral 

Memorial hall in Fredericton. 
it’s the same thing each Monday 
morning, although the crowds 
have grown thicker throughout 
the past year.

About 80 people show up 
for what its organizers call the 
Monday Morning Outreach 
Program. The clientele ranges 
from teenagers to people in their 
70s. During cold weather and 
near the end of the month, the 
numbers climb. 

when the doors open, people 
will go inside for one-stop 
shopping of social and practical 
needs. 

The parish nurses will check 
their blood sugar and choles-
terol, another social agency will 
meet with its clients, volunteers 
will serve sandwiches, sweets 
and fruit. Tables of clothing and 
household goods will supply 
those who need them. And to 
nourish the whole person, there 
is prayer, music from a live band, 
and lots of conversation.

“it’s a great place to come and 
hang out and talk to people,” 
said ivan chase during the busy 
Monday morning outreach 
christmas party. “it kind of 
makes people’s week. it makes 
people happy just to talk, espe-
cially people who are sad.”

it’s a bright spot in ivan’s 
week, the reason he’s kept his 
Monday morning appointment 
for more than a decade. 

it all began years ago when 
Fran Miles, christ church 
cathedral’s administrative as-
sistant, asked for some help. 
she was getting walk-ins off the 
street, people asking for help, 
and needed a few volunteers to 
organize something.

so it began with a few chairs 
in the lobby and a sign on the 
door that said “come for cof-
fee, conversation and help on 
Mondays.”

it didn’t take long for the 
group to outgrow the lobby and 
move to the gym.

“it grew like mould. More and 
more people came,” said Penny 
ericson, who heads the pro-
gram. “we saw it as a wonderful 
opportunity.”

But in some ways, it’s a victim 
of its own success, because the 
program is stretched to the limit, 
not so much for helpers, but for 
money.

The outreach offers practical 
help in the form of a weekly $10 
voucher for city transit, subway 
restaurants or Victory Meat 

Market in downtown Freder-
icton. its $7,500 budget from 
christ church cathedral does 
not cover expenses, even though 
much of the food is donated. 

“This is an expensive program 
at $10 a head just for vouchers,” 
said Penny.

last year, they halted the 
vouchers from April through 
August, and closed for the sum-
mer. They don’t know what the 
answer is, but Penny believes 
a second outreach program on 
the north side of the city would 
help take the pressure off the 
cathedral group, and be a more 
convenient location for many.

 “we need a north-side pro-
gram,” she said. “That’s where 
they live, the Department of 
social Development is there and 
green Village (the city’s food 
bank) is there too.”

she’s hopeful another church 
group will see the opportunity 
for outreach and begin a pro-
gram.

Penny, a retired nursing 
professor at the university of 
New Brunswick, says many of 
the drop-ins are seniors with 
chronic health issues and no 
family doctor. And housing is 
always an issue.

“Most have housing, but it’s 
not desirable housing,” she said, 
adding the clients are forced 
to spend hundreds of precious 
monthly dollars on shabby 
rooms, with almost nothing left 
over for every other necessity.

That’s why the vouchers are 
so important, as are the sneak-
ers, winter boots and bicycles 
they also give those in need. The 
congregation at christ church 
cathedral has been generous in 
fulfilling those special requests, 
she said.

it’s no surprise that volunteers 
and donors are the backbone of 
this outreach. Other churches 
give donations and come to help 
out. For example, the cathe-
dral Acw comes on the first 
Monday of each month, and 
New Maryland united church 
pitches in on the third Monday 
of the month. some of the musi-
cians bring sandwiches. Fran 
Miles brings fruit. One family 
regularly supplies a basket of 
sandwiches. And others show up 
on sunday to set up the tables 
and chairs. 

“People are incredibly gener-
ous,” said Penny.

sandy robb has been a cli-
ent, and for the past six years, a 
volunteer. it began when Penny 
started giving her a drive on 
Monday mornings. 

sandy worked as a chef for 
30 years, but poor health put an 

end to that career. she finds be-
ing in the kitchen a familiar and 
happy place and she wouldn’t 
miss it.

“i like helping out and i like 
being busy with something to 
do,” she said. “it’s not a big thing, 
but it’s something i can do.”

everyone is welcome to drop 
in at 8:30 on Monday mornings 
for food, help and conversation, 
or just to observe outreach in 
action. 

“it’s a houseful, but anyone 
can come and see what we’re do-
ing,” said Penny.

o u t r e a c h

photos by Gisele McKniGht

FROM THE TOP:  
Elizabeth Lewis, Sandy Robb 
and Nancy Ostaff work in the 
kitchen to ready the food for 
the Monday Morning Outreach 
Program at the Cathedral Hall. 
Some are volunteers from the 
area and some are clients as well 
as volunteers.

A crowd of about 100 enjoyed the 
Christmas party, with everyone 
receiving a gift bag. For some, 
it was the only Christmas they 
would have this season.

The band is a popular part of the 
outreach program. From left: 
George Rowe, Foster Phillips, 
Mark Snider and Becka deHaan.

There was no shortage of food 
for the Christmas party, or any 
other Monday morning. A fleet 
of volunteers makes sure no one 
goes hungry.
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A century of ACW in Stanley
sunday, Nov 23, the 100th an-
niversary of Acw in the Parish 
of stanley was celebrated at the 
service of eucharist. 

Acw was formed in 1914, as 
saint Thomas wA. There have 
been many changes throughout 
the years. 

when wA became Acw 
it was more inclusive and all 
women were made to feel part, 
even though they did not always 
attend meetings. This is impor-
tant in the Parish of stanley.  

There was once more than 
one wA within the parish but 
dynamics made it necessary to 
amalgamate, forming the Par-
ish of stanley Acw. This has 
resulted in a more closely knit 
parish.

At the 100th annual meet-
ing there were 12 in attendance. 
Meetings are held once a month, 
always opening with devotions 
that include members’ prayer and 
prayer partners’ prayer.  

key to the success of Acw 
are the 12 objectives set out each 
year at the annual meeting as 
well as the leadership to fulfill 
these goals. 

Being good stewards of the 
community is an important part 
of our Acw. 

The Parish of stanley Acw is 
very much dependant upon the 
men of the church who willingly 
support projects and they have 

Rev. Bonnie LeBlanc and ACW past-president Maxine Fullarton cut 
the cake marking 100 years of ACW in the parish of Stanley.

subMitted photo

been dubbed the AcM. 
To show appreciation for the 

Acw, following the eucharist 
service, the men donned aprons 
and served a delicious steak din-
ner to 26 women of the parish.

“Our Acw/M are definitely 
willing workers and care about 
others, serving the lord with 
gladness,” said the rev. canon 

Bonnie leBlanc, new to the Par-
ish of stanley in 2014. 

“The Parish of stanley 
Acw/M are not only involved 
in the ‘regular’ mission of the 
church, they are well-known 
throughout the community as 
workers who shine with the light 
of christ.”

Advent adventures
By HEatHER MillER 

saint Paul’s in hampton did 
Advent with a mighty rush of 
the holy spirit and a month of 
companionship, puppets, good 
food, laughter and creating a 
kingdom for our king.

we began Advent with a messy 
church service that incorporated 
praise music, holy eucharist, 
scripture study, dance, lots of 
crafts, private prayer and a lus-
cious lunch.  each Friday evening, 
led by rev. David, we met at Betty 
kennett’s house for our Advent 
story and candle lighting. we 
enjoyed a lovely meal, the children 
played hide and seek and did 
crafts. we sang and prayed and 
discussed scripture in a somewhat 
organized manner.  it was a true 
family of all ages.

each sunday we experienced 

the appearance of a lego king-
dom growing larger and larger, 
getting ready for the king.  At 
the beginning of each service 
parish members presented a 
puppet show to the children, old 
and young, about the meaning 
of hope, peace, joy and love and 
the children helped decorate an 
Advent tree with the appropri-
ate symbols.  This all built up to 
our christmas eve service when 
we discovered there was no king 
in the lego castle, but we found 
him lying in a manger, in a 
stable, far from the created king-
dom.  we danced in the aisle 
and sang praises to our king.

And best of all — no christmas 
pageant! Our pageant was per-
formed Jan. 4th when all the rush 
was over and we could watch the 
christmas story unfold once more 
in the hearts of mankind. 

The Lego kingdom built at Saint Paul’s church in Hampton grew 
throughout the Advent season, but in the end, the King didn’t come to 
a carefully prepared kingdom. He arrived in a simple manger.

subMitted photo

Parish of Upham celebrates Christmas with song and style
christmas in the Anglican 
Parish of upham was a time of 
fellowship and sharing. 

it began Dec. 7 with special 
visitors, scottish opera sing-
ers David and susan Morrison. 
They blessed the congregation 
with their singing of “Oh come 
Oh come emmanuel” at our 10 
a.m. service. These two wonder-
ful people are friends of wanda 
Allaby.

st. Peter’s Anglican church 
was decked out for the season, 
with special decorating help 
from Arnie weston, who is 
almost 82.

The christmas eve service 
was a full house. On Dec. 28 the 
parish held a combined service 
which included central kings 
Parish at st. Peter’s Anglican 
church in upham. This was a 
service of carols with lunch and 
fellowship following. 

St. Peter’s, Upham, was adorned with gorgeous decorations for the 
Christmas season.

At right, David and Susan 
Morrison, opera singers 
from Scotland, blessed the 
congregation with their voices.

subMitted photos
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 Note: over the next few months, 
this monthly column features a 
series called The Songwriters, 
focussing on individuals known 
for their depth of lyric-writing 
and meaning they put into their 
songs. This month, we feature 
42-year-old Andrew Peterson, 
who already has a career-and-a-
half ’s worth of experience behind 
him.

you’d be forgiven if though 
the latest Andrew Pe-
terson album, After All 

These Years, was just another 
music label-prepared project to 
get a few more bucks out of a 
successful selling artist.  

This it is not. This is a 20-
song (if you count the two extra 
digital-only tracks) package that 
features four new songs, and re-
recorded versions of six others, 
and two live recordings.  

But more than a collection, 
we, the listener, get the privilege 
of hearing the development of 
a truly gifted poet/songwriter, 
who started pretty deep in his 
thinking early on, and has be-
come one of the most respected 
writers around today.

his accomplishments include 
songs, children’s novels (The 
Wingfeater Saga, a four-book 
series just finished this past 
spring), Silly Songs for Veggie-
tales, dramatic productions, and 
many essays on faith and daily 
life in North America. 

his songs do not top the 
charts (he has only ever had one 
Billboard chart song - “Dancing 
in the Minefields”) yet everyone 
seems to have heard of him, or 
of his music. (Peterson jokes at 
his concerts that he’s going to 
play “his biggest hits that don’t 
exist.”) Just the same, his albums 
are constant best sellers, all 
around the world (inexplicable, 
in sweden especially!).

From talking about his family, 
his struggles and doubts as a 
writer and a person, his take on 
eternal life, marriage and many 

other topics, Andrew’s faith is 
front and centre. he sings of the 
patriarchs, of angels or heaven, 
and, naturally, of god him-
self. his songs are highly acces-
sible, and sound like coffee shop 
conversations set to music.  

Mark geil, PhD, in a piece 
called “ThesoundOpinion,” 
wrote of Andrew Peterson’s 
career as being, “this matur-
ing artist who paid attention to 
every word, like a sculptor carv-
ing a subtle piece for the sake of 
beauty, not so people will notice. 
But people did. … Twelve notes, 
six strings, and a million little 
mysteries to kindle a fire in so 
many hearts and remind them of 
this: hold on to the Promise. The 
stories are true.”

in this latest compilation, 

you will hear songs like “The 
reckoning” and “A Far country” 
that muse about the world yet to 
come. 

“Don’t you want To Thank 
someone,” from the album Light 
For the Lost Boy (widely consid-
ered by critics to be his magnum 
opus), is on this new collection. 

This song features typical Pe-
terson lyrics that speak of grand 
ideas in small things: “Don’t you 
ever wonder why / in spite of all 
that’s wrong here / there’s still 
so much that goes so right / and 
beauty abounds? / ‘cause some-
times when you walk outside / 
the air is full of song here / the 
thunder rolls and the baby sighs 
/ and the rain comes down.” 

Peterson’s lyrics here echo 
the book of ecclesiastes and its 
question of “what is it all for?” 

Also on this release are fan 
favourites: “shine your light 
On Me.” A little song called 
“romans 11 (Doxology),” which 
was originally a B-side release, 
is now a concert staple, and you 
can find it here.  

while Andrew is best known 
for his acoustic guitar-laced 
pop-folk style, his music has 

infused a slightly celtic feel in 
recent years, and sometimes fea-
tures a bigger sonic landscape, 
which sometimes struggles to 
adequately paint the epic nature 
of his lyrics.

Andrew Peterson is a poet-
singer with few equals. his mu-
sic brings people to laughs and 
tears, often in the same song. 

he can fit more into three-
and-a-half minutes than many 
can in several books. yet he is 
grounded in his faith, as lived 
through and with his wife of 
20 years, Jamie, and their three 
children.  

he’s a busy guy, with many 
projects on the go. he is also 
a gift-giver, for his songs have 
been described as gifts at many 
times in their lives. 

Visit his website,  
www.RabbitRoom.com, and 
you will see just some of what i 
mean.

Andrew Peterson earns the right to look back

Rev. Chris Hayes is a musician 
as well as a priest serving in the 
parish of Salisbury and Havelock.

Bishop David Edwards

• Favourite book of the Bible - I don’t have a favourite book, but my 
favourite passage is Philippians 2:1-11  
• Provenance (birthplace) - I was born in Wolverhampton, England, but 
my birth was registered in Wellington Shropshire. 
• What you love most about God – That God is God and therefore a 
profound mystery. 
• Favourite place on Earth - North and mid-Wales 
• Farthest you’ve been from home - Australia 
• Favourite meal or dessert - crème brûlée 
• Biggest fear – crocodiles and alligators   
• Hidden talent – I can twist my left arm around my head and cover 
my mouth. 
• Your hobby – English soccer and gardening 
• Favourite movie or book – book: Heart of Darkness; movie: Apocalypse 
Now; They are actually the same story. 
• Three things always in your fridge - Milk, cheese and ham

Coming for Lent 2015
Seven weeks of daily readings and reflections 

on the “I Am” sayings of Jesus
I am
I am the Bread of Life
I am the Light of the World
I am the Good Shepherd
I am the Vine
I am the Way, the Truth and the Life
I am the Resurrection and the Life

A resource suitable for individuals and groups.

A joint effort of the Diocesan Spiritual Development  
 

Team and clergy in the Deanery of Lancaster.

 
Check eNews for a link to download printable booklet.

Christmas dinner at 
Cathedral Memorial 
Hall was a gathering 
of those who would 
otherwise have been 
alone at Christmas. 
Chris Stevenson, right, 
was part of a team of 
helpers who put together 
a festive feast for 19 
people. Donations from 
the diners resulted in a 
$100 donation to Hospice 
Fredericton.  

Dinner fit for a king
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Got a heart for youth?  
Then this is for you
By Gisele McKniGht

what are the upcoming youth 
Matters events all about? well, 
here’s what they’re not about.

“They’re not a big training 
event. They’re more of a sam-
pler of youth training available 
to the diocese,” said colin Mc-
Donald, director of youth and 
intergenerational ministries.

“if you’re trying to discern 
if you’re called to this ministry, 
this is for you.”

The Diocese of Fredericton 
and Threshold Ministries are 
partnering on the three events 
held Jan. 24 in saint John, Feb. 
7 in Fredericton and March 28 
in Moncton. youth Matters is a 
result of a train-the-trainer event 
held in Montreal last June.

“we’re taking stuff we 
learned about in Montreal, 
what Threshold is doing and 
other aspects and bringing 
them together to encourage 
and equip leaders in the dio-
cese,” said colin.

he is expecting youth lead-
ers, sunday school teachers 
and youth ministers to at-
tend, but the events are for 
anyone interested in serving 
youth, wanting to learn how to 
become involved with serv-
ing kids and those wanting to 
invest in our young people.

“i don’t want it to be the same 

	

five people at youth group,” said 
colin. “i want it to also be the 
85-year-old with a heart for 
kids.” he adds that even those 
who aren’t doing anything right 
now for youth, but whom god is 
calling, are welcome.

“it’s a beginning opportu-
nity for us to come together, 
connect, to know you’re not 
alone,” said colin. “we’re all 
working together in the mis-
sion to engage young people in 
the gospel of Jesus christ.

Coldest night  
of the year wants you

What do you call a bunch of Anglicans walking several 
kilometres on the coldest night of the year? Selfless souls 
raising money for the homeless. Colin McDonald, diocesan 
director of youth and intergenerational ministries, is hoping 
to see lots of Anglicans walking together on the evening 
of Feb. 21 in Saint John, Moncton and Fredericton during 
a national fundraiser called Coldest Night of the Year. In 
Saint John, money raised will support Outflow Ministry; in 
Moncton, the Moncton Youth Residence, and in Fredericton, 
Youth In Transition. You can form a team or join one, find 
sponsors and walk two, five or 10 km, although Colin says 
most choose the 5-km route. The walk begins at 5:15, not 
long after the end of the Diocesan Council meeting being 
held in Fredericton that day. You can sign up at the website: 
coldestnightoftheyear.org/location or email Colin for more 
information: cs_mcdonald@hotmail.com

Gisele McKniGht photo

On Dec. 14, St. Luke’s 
Church in Woodstock 
welcomed Bishop Claude 
Miller and his wife, 
Sharon for the Service of 
Confirmation. Each of the 
five candidates participated 
in the special service.  
Everyone enjoyed a pot luck 
lunch afterwards and each 
of the newly confirmed was 
presented with a certificate 
and Bible. Seen here cutting 
the confirmation cake are 
front row: Adam Taylor, 
Isabelle Fletcher, Jenna 
Rees, Grace Hall; back row: 
Bishop Claude, Cameron 
Anthony, Bishop’s chaplain 
Harold Boomer, the Rev. 
Shirley Noseworthy, the Rev. 
Deacon Christine Greer.

Confirmation 
and a treat


