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Class 4: New Testament Overview 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. An appreciation of the message of the New Testament 
2. A grip on the major parts of the New Testament and their purpose in the library of Scripture 
3. An appreciation of how to properly engage with New Testament Texts 

 

 

 Review 
1. A debrief from last week: what stuck out to you from Darren’s class?  
2. A Review of where we have been and where we are going:  

i. Class 1: Put in all 5 class titles in here 
ii. Class 2:  
iii. Class 3:  
iv. Class 4:  
v. Class 5:  

 
The New Testament at a Glance 

1. Overview of the New Testament:  
a. What is it? The New Testament essentially serves as God’s revelation of the new 

covenanent that He established through Jesus Christ.  
b. How the New Testament arranges the books:  

i. Gospels 
ii. Acts 
iii. Epistles 
iv. Revelation 

2. The chronology of the books – see handout 
 
Diving deep into the different books and their meaning 
 

1. The Gospels: One Story, Many dimensions 
a. Gospels: a two part Old English word (godspel) meaning “good news” which 

translates into the Greek word euangelion.  
b. Gospels are not books by Jesus but books about Jesus, which at the same time 

contain a large collection of his teaching. 
i. Matthew, Mark and Luke are known as the synoptics (syn – with; together) 

(optics – vision, seeing)  
ii. John reads differently than Mattew, Mark and Luke. Not so much concerned 

with chronology, but rather theology.  
iii. Why four gospels? The reason is that different Christian communities each 

had need for a book about Jesus. 
c. Exegesis of the Gospels, requires us to think both in terms of the historical setting of 

Jesus and in terms of historical setting of the authors. 
i. Matthew: (see Matthew 1:1) 

1. Written to a Jewish audience 
2. Quotes the Old Testament over 100 times  
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3. As a descendent of Abraham, Jesus fulfills the Old Testament 
promises  

ii. Mark (see Mark 1:1)  
1. Authored by John Mark – friend and apostle of Peter  
2. Shortest and probably the earliest gospel (latest 64 A.D.; earliest 50 

A.D)  
3. Mark presents Jesus to the Roman Empire (written to Gentiles – see 

Mark 7:3) 
iii. Luke 

1. Medical doctor who researched eyewitness evidence (see Luke 1:3-4) 
2. Only non-Jewish writer in the New Testament 
3. He wrote after Mark and Matthew  
4. Traces Jesus’ lineage all the way back to Adam 
5. This is a gospel for the marginalized – children, women, Gentiles and 

the poor   
iv. John  

1. Written between 85-95 A.D.  
2. John echoes the opening line of Genesis (see John 1:1-2) 
3. In Jesus, God has come to bring new creation  
4. Jesus uses God’s signature name (John 8:58) 
5. John contains the most teaching on the Holy Spirit than any other 

gospel 
6. Purpose statement is seen in John 20:21 

d. Key themes:  
i. The historical Jesus – his teaching, ministry, death, burial and resurrection 

ii. The Kingdom of God – the already but not yet 
2. Acts  

a. Acts records the spread of Christianity (30-63 A.D). The book of Acts is the account 
of a grand adventure, taking us from Jerusalem to the centre of the Gentile world, 
Rome. It primarily focuses in on Peter & Paul (Peter mentioned 56 times, Paul is 
mentioned 148 times)  

b. Written by Luke as a sequel to his gospel; written in the early 60’s  
c. Gospel = all that Jesus did in the power of the Holy Spirit; Acts = all that Jesus’ 

followers did in the power of the Holy Spirit  
i. Key verse is Acts 1:8 which acts as a Table of Contents for the book  

ii. The book contains atleast 56 references to the Holy Spirit  
d. Acts as History. such as history was not written simply to keep records. rather it was 

written both to encourage and to inform, moralize, or offer an apologetic. 
e. Exegesis of Acts includes not only the purely historical question like What 

happened? but also the theological ones such as What's was Luke's purpose in 
selecting and shaping the material in this way? 

i. It can be demonstrated that Luke's intent in Acts was to lay down a pattern 
for the church at all times, then that pattern surely becomes normative, that 
is, it is what God requires of all Christians under any conditions. 

f. Key themes:  
i. Acts 2 – the sending of the Spirit  

ii. Acts 9 – the conversion of Paul  
iii. Acts 15 – the Jerusalem council 
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iv. Acts 28 – the end…? 
v. Paul’s 3 missionary jounrney’s (see handouts)  

3. Epistles  
a. An epistle is an ancient letter. Out of the 27 books in the NT, 21 take this form. The 

letters we have in our Bibles follow the same form as a letter would in the first 
century.  

i. This helps us understand and interpret them: who was he writing to? What 
was their circumstance? What was the purpose of the letter?  

ii. The format of the letters would be:  
1. Name of the writer (Paul) 
2. Name of recipient (church of…)  
3. Greeting (Grace and peace…)  
4. Prayer, wish or thanksgiving (I always thank God…) 
5. Body  
6. Final greetings and farewell (The grace of the Lord Jesus be with 

you…) 
b. These letterse are written by the apostles themselves: Paul, John, Peter, James & Jude 

(author of Hebrews is unknown).  
c. Breakdown of the books themselves:  

i. Paul’s letters to Churches:  
1. Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 

Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians  
ii. Paul’s letters to individuals:  

1. 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon  
iii. Letters by others:  

1. Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2 & 3 John, Jude & Revelation  
d. How to interpret these books:  

i. Step 1: Grasp the text in their town. What did it mean to them?  
ii. Step 2: What are the differences between the Biblical audience and us?  

iii. Step 3: What are the principles that can be taken from then to now?  
iv. Step 4: How can you apply this to your own life today?  

e. Key themes:  
i. The relationship between Jew and Gentile  

ii. The authors were applying the gospel to ancient people & churches facing 
particular problems  

4. Revelation  
a. When turning to the book of Revelation, from the rest of the New Testament, one 

feels as if he or she were entering a foreign country  
i. This is an overview of the historical context of the book:  

The first Christians lived in eager expectation of Christ’s return. But 60 years after his death it still had not 
happened, persecution was increasing and some were beginning to doubt. So Revelation’s letters to the churches, and the 
book as a whole, were needed to encourager them to stand firm. God is in control, no matter how things may look. 
Christ, not the emperor, is the Lord of history. He has the key of destiny itself. And he is coming again to execute 
justice. There is a glorious, wonderful future for every faithful believer – and especially those who lay down their lives 
for Christ. (Zondervan Handbook to the Bible).  

b. The nature of Revelation:  
i. The Revelation as an apocalypse – grew out out of Hebrew prophecy like 

Ezekiel, Daniel etc. Strong use of images that are not accessible (locusts with 
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scorpion’s tales and human heads versus salt and light images from the 
gospels). Apokalypsis means unveiling.  

ii. The Revelation as prophecy  - (Rev. 1:3) Biblical prophecy is both a 
prediction of the future, but also a proclamation for the present 

iii. The Revelation as a letter – it opens and reads like another NT letter (Rev. 
1:4-5) 

c. Special notes:  
i. The primary meaning of Revelation is what Joh intended it to mean, which in 

turn must also have been something his readers could have understood it to 
mean 

1. He wrote it while in exile on the island of Patmos (90 A.D.)  
ii. We need to have a pretty good hold of the Old Testament to understand 

Revelation, as it has over 500 OT allusions  
iii. Any key to interpreting Revelation  found first, within the text of Revelation 

itself. What would the original receipients in their own historical context have 
thought about what John wrote?  

iv. We need to ask first, how does apocalyptic literature work?  
v. The book is not about events so much as a Person – the revealing of Jesus, 

by Jesus, about Jesus  
vi. Revelation is not in simple chronological order. It describes what John sees 

next not what necessarily happens next  
vii. Beware of eisogesis (reading into) rather than exegesis (reading out). The 

opening lines to Revelation is not, “John, to the suburban church in North America 
in 2020…” 

d. How to read it:  
i. Read it with humility – we should avoid Revelation made easy sales pitches!  
ii. Try to discover the message to the original readers. You will need help! Book 

recommendations: Disicipleship on the Edge by Darrell Johnson & The Throne, 
The Lamb & The Dragon by Paul Spilsbury.  

iii. Don’t try to discover a strict chronological map of future events – read don’t 
read Revelation with the newspaper in one hand and it in the other!  

iv. Take it seriously, but do not take it literally!  
v. Pay attention when John identifies an image (he tells us what things mean 

along the way. Example 1:20 the lampstands are the churches!)  
vi. Pay attention to Old Testament images, promises and languge 
vii. Focus on the main idea and then work to the details, and not the other way 

around. 

 

 
 

Putting It All Together – Individual Exercise 

 
Using the T.I.M.E. acronym, spend some time in 1 Peter 1:1-9 
 
PUT IN THE TABLE WE USED IN CLASS 2 with the T & the I portion here as well as 1 Peter 
1:1-9 in the NIV  
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