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Trinity News

January Community Dinner   

Jan. 20, 4:30 - 6 p.m. 

Pick-up & Delivery 

With the poorer weather for getting out combined 
with a lot of limitations and concern for leaving the 
house, we have decided to deliver our winter 
meals to those who feel that they can't come to get 
t h e m . A l l y o u n e e d t o d o i s e - m a i l 
office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca  or phone the 
church office 705 445-3901 to be put on the list. 
Make sure to tell us your address and how many 
people there are in the house. Also, if you are able 
to help deliver meals, please contact the office at 
705 445-3901. Thanks!               Barb Sneyd 

mailto:office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca


As we know, Rev. Brian is scheduled to retire in April.

Search Team Recently Formed

Ray Piercy

John Brown

Jane Earthy

Sue Edmunds

David Fletcher

Mary Ellen McNaught

Dawn Myers

Steps in Calling A New Minister

1 Request a change in pastoral relations (Minister or Board ask regional council)

2 Select and Train a Search Committee (regional council will provide training)

3 Write a Community of Faith Profile

1 Living Faith Story (description of church community, e.g. Narrative Budget)

2 Financial Statement

3 Demographics (number of: members, baptisms, givers, attendance, etc.)

4 Real Property

5 Financial Viability Review 

4 Write a Position Description

5 Get the profile and description approved by the region

6 Input both to Church HUB, (a web site linked to a data base)

7 Find Potential Matches (using Church HUB)

8 First Interviews, Reference Checks, Second Interviews

9 Negotiating terms

10 Approval by Congregation



Throughout the pandemic Trinity’s bells continue 
to be rung on Sunday mornings thanks to Beth 
Theis.

Do you have a finished shawl at home? We’re 
hoping to invite the congregation to bless our latest 
group of shawls in a service taping next week. If you 
have one ready for blessing, please contact Beth 
about getting it to her house, near the church, in the 
next week or so. Telephone 705 627 2606 or email 
beth.theis@alumni.utoronto.ca

- Barbara Downie, Mary Elizabeth Piercy, Beth Theis 

Winter Is Here
Trinity’s Winter Warming Closet needs:

Warm coats / jackets  •  Mittens / gloves  •  Toques / hats  •  Boots

Clean and in good condition
and

New warm socks

During the pandemic, Mike and Cathy are setting up a rack of items for folks to claim on 
Community Dinner Night.

If you have items to donate, please phone the church office to arrange drop-off time (705 
445-3901) or call Mike on his cell at 705 344-5757.

mailto:beth.theis@alumni.utoronto.ca


In Memorium - Bill Sloan

Note: Bill’s passing was mentioned in prior correspondence. Lisa’s tribute 

gives us a greater picture.

The following article was submitted by Lisa Farano, a friend and colleague to Bill Sloan, who died Oct. 
31, 2020. Farano is the co-founder of Collingwood-based global charity Elephant Thoughts
One of my favourite quotes is from Maya Angelou. "I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, 
people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel."
This was Bill Sloan – Willie to many of us. Bill was that person that just made you feel good regardless of 
how he was feeling. He struggled tremendously during his final months and even in his final days asked 
me how everyone else was doing and what they were up to. He was an angel to me – one that spread love 
and joy.
Of course, William A. Sloan was hugely accomplished. He was an awarded VP of Finance at Weston 
Foods in Toronto through the 70’s and 80’s. In fact I wouldn’t be surprised if we didn’t share an elevator 
once or twice at 22 St. Claire Ave E where we both worked at the same time.
Bill left the big city with his wife for a quieter life close to Huntsville, Ontario where he bought an old 
train station that they turned into a woman’s retreat called The Portage Inn. It is now a successful B&B.
From there he found his way to Collingwood and after working at Huronia Alarm, (the owners say he 
moved that organization to another level), started work with the Blue Mountain Village Association where 
he continued to accomplish great things.
It was through the Village Association that he found his way to Elephant Thoughts, the two organizations 
were always closely connected.
I’ll never forget the day he rang me up. I was on my way to India with some teachers and he said, “just 
give me a desk, a chair and a laptop. I’ll know in three weeks if I can live with the mess.”
I think he knew I was doing the books at the time. That was 2008 and he truly moved Elephant 
Thoughts to a whole new level. He insisted on little remuneration but took the organization from Jeremy 
and myself and a board of friends and family to the successful global charity that it is today.
Bill’s high level of accounting and organizational skills and particularly his uncompromising integrity 
(and sometimes stubbornness), left behind a legacy of excellence in all areas of Elephant Thoughts – that 
was him. 
You can’t mention Bill’s legacy without mentioning his volunteer work, which won him considerable 
local recognition, awards and most of all admiration.
He was most proud of his work on the Trails Committee and spent hours clearing his own section of the 
Bruce Trail. He volunteered for the Collingwood General and Marine Hospital in a financial advisory 
capacity serving on both the hospital and the foundation boards. 
He was awarded a Rotary top honour, the Paul Harris Fellow, for his community work.
He volunteered and did the books right up to his last days for the Blue Mountain Watershed Trust and 
helped out in whatever way he could for so many other local organizations.
Whenever there was a community event, Bill was there. He was loved and admired by more than I can 
count and will be missed by so many. But as I said, it was all about the way Bill made you feel. 
Bill had two children, Katie and Bill, and four grandchildren, Madeleine, Nicholas, Odessa and Elena, all 
who loved and respected him more than words can describe. 
He passed away on Halloween 2020 and it was a rare Blue Moon that night because Bill was truly once in 
a blue moon.



The Spiritual Committee is urgently searching for two new members to join our Committee immediately. The two 
positions are as follows; 

• Committee Secretary. The description of the position is as follows: “Records and circulates minutes of 
meetings, posts copies of approved minutes as appropriate, collects and reports on correspondence; prints 
materials for meetings as needed”. 

• Worship Service and Sanctuary Liaison Member. This is a new position. The description of the position is as 
follows: “Liaison (with Minister, Choir Director and Others) for all activities that support services in the 
sanctuary, including communion, scripture reader, ushers, decorating, hearing aids, sound, taping and 
internet posting of services”. 

      *  Online Congregation Liaison 
Please contact Doug Harrison at wdougharrison@gmail.com if you are interested. 

p.s. Welcome to Marg Holroyd who will be our Pew Pals Coordinator and Linda Murphy who will be Spiritual 
Outreach Coordinator.

An Anecdote From Doug Harrison - Chair of Spiritual

Hi Folks. As you all get to know me better, you will soon understand that I love to tell stories. I have thousands; 
all true, mostly humorous but some not so, like the one in my Remembrance Day Ramblings.

Anyhow, I have to share this one with you today! I served as a very young second lieutenant in Egypt (the Sinai 
Desert) from February 1964 to February 1965. My first Middle East tour of duty. The Canadian Army in those 
days liked to send young, operationally experienced officers like me off to recruiting detachments when 
returning from such an assignment. We had "war stories" to tell and we were appealing to young men. Usually, 
we were quite successful at recruiting new soldiers. 

Where did they send me? New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. If you can believe it now, I was then a handsome, dashing 
young man in a striking tan army uniform with a Sam Brown belt. I drove a brand new canary yellow Corvair 
Monza Spider V8. Quite a hot car in those days! Grossly overpowered. In New Glasgow, they used to say that 
everybody in town knew where I was at all times because of my car!! 

In New Glasgow, I attended First United Baptist Church and was in charge of the ushers. When I left in June 
1967, the congregation presented me with a Revised Standard Version of the Bible with Concordance. I still 
have it and use it today. 

About two weeks ago, Loren and I were discussing racism in the US and the right wing evangelical church. I 
said that we were also racist in Canada at the time. But it was less of an issue. I explained to her that I attended 
First United Baptist Church in New Glasgow but that there was also a Second United Baptist Church for blacks. 

I just started to read my latest Broadview yesterday. Look at Page 10, bottom left article. It talks about the 
churches in New Glasgow, one that I attended. I was amazed at the story. Indeed, the Lord does move in 
mysterious ways...often slowly to us, but surely!!

I was also delighted to read the article about "Christians, White Supremacy and the US Election".

We are all equal before God and it seems in some cases we are just starting to recognize and practice it. I 
thought you might all enjoy my reminiscing about racism in Canadian churches.  Nonetheless, the congregation 
at First United baptist were wonderful people and Christian to the core....well, maybe not the core!!!God bless! 

Doug
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Prayer Chain Ministry

Trinity has a Prayer Chain ministry, a group of people who include in their regular prayers anyone on our “Special 
Prayers List”. 

The List is shared with members of the Spiritual Committee, and often also shared in our worship service. In the 
worship service only first names are read out.

Details shared with the Prayer Chain and Spiritual Committee can be 
Name, or first name only, or you can request prayers without a name (listed as “Anonymous”) 
Details (such as a named injury, illness, bereavement or other difficulty), 
or 
prayers can be requested without details, 
or with a general statement like “health issue”.

To request prayers for yourself or someone else, please get in touch with our
Prayer Chain contact: 

Ramona Van Slyke
 705-445-3702
sewjoyce@hotmail.com

Lenten Study Group

We are holding an online Lenten study Tuesday evenings 
February 23, March 2, 9, 16 and 23 from 7–8:30 pm. As 
suggested by Mary Elizabeth Piercy, we will be using the 
United Church resource for Lent 2021, Faith On the Move: 
Daily Reflections On Hope and Change. Rev Brian has 
ordered four copies for the church and the cost is around 
$16.00. If you want one of these copies please let him know. 
  It is also available as an ebook or you can order it yourself 
(cost would be around $28) at https://ucrdstore.ca/products/
faith-on-the-move-daily-reflections-on-hope-and-change  
The less expensive option is to purchase it as an ebook for 
$7.95.
https://ucrdstore.ca/collections/ebooks/products/faith-on-the-
move-e-book-daily-reflections-on-hope-and-change  
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True that Trinity has been able to weather the financial storm in 2020 that accompanied Covid 
but that is mainly due to the government funds that supported us to the tune of $55,000. 
Treasurer Al Loughery reminded us at Wednesday’s board meeting not to expect the same level 
of support in 2021.

Donating To Trinity 
With our services on line, Trinity’s revenue is experiencing the expected impact but there are 
ways we can continue our support.
One way we are continuing to support Trinity during this critical time is through PAR or pre-
authorized remittance. It is a monthly contribution.
Our thanks to Secretary Ruth Crittenden who passes on the information below: 
When determining the amount for your monthly contribution, you need to decide how much you 
want to give to the church per year and then divide by twelve. Don’t go by the amount you 
would give in a four week period as that amount would give the church less than dividing the 
total per year by twelve....and thus less than you would normally give.
You can give to three categories if desired: General, Mission and Service, and Stewardship.
If you wish to top up your givings at any time or give to any other funds, this can be done with a 
special PAR envelope or an envelope of your own, but not your current boxed envelopes as your 
number will change.
PAR comes out of your bank account around the 20th of each month.
Mail the original void cheque and form to:
Ruth Crittenden
32 Carmichael Cres.
Collingwood ON L9Y 4R7
Note: The PAR form is attached in Word in this mailing for your convenience. Our 
number of PAR contributors is now 53. Why not make it a New Year’s Resolution to join 
PAR?

Church Envelopes for 2021
There will be a change this year as to how we deal with our boxes of envelopes.  
We ask that if you have envelopes from 2020, you continue to use the 2020 envelopes in 2021.  Normally we 
ask the opposite!  Many are giving monthly, rather than weekly now, so hopefully there will be some extra 
envelopes remaining in your current 2020 supply.  Just change the date and continue to send them in as you 
have been doing during this Covid-time.  I will not be rearranging any of the numbers for 2021 or assigning 
them to someone else.  Your number will remain the same.
Some newly ordered envelopes, with no date and no assigned numbers, will be available early in the new 
year, should you run out of envelopes. Of course, you can donate using any envelope, at any time, using your 
name and/or your number (if using just your number, be sure it is the correct number.)
If you have questions, feel free to contact me at:
ruth.crittenden2978@gmail.com
Thank you! Ruth Crittenden

E-transfers
E-transfers have been made easier for you. You can simply send your e-transfer to the new office 
email:  office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca and your funds will automatically be deposited to the 
church bank account. No longer a need for a fact finding question.  You will receive an e-mail back 
from your bank that your funds have been deposited.  Please indicated in the message line where you 
would like your funds allocated.  Remember you may also give your donation in the way of PAR, 
PayPal, or by dropping off your church envelope in our new locked mail box located on the side of 
the church beside the door facing north on Maple.

mailto:trinityadmin@bmts.com


Christmas Cantata - Dec. 20, 2020
Photos: George Czerny



Important Dates

January 24 - Items for Annual General Report to Ray Piercy piercy.ray@gmail.com

January 26 - Zoom Outreach Meeting (Time to be announced)

January 27 - 7 p.m. Spiritual Meeting

January 31 - Distribution of AGM Report

February 3 - 7 p.m. Board Meeting

February 7 - Information Day on Zoom in place of an actual AGM Time: TBA

Order of Nathaniel

The Order of Nathaniel is presented to those volunteers who have demonstrated over a number of years their 
dedication to Trinity and its many initiatives. Presentation shall be made at the Annual General Meeting.

Past Recipients
2006 – Doreen Muirhead, Isobel Griffen, Jean Jones, Stuart Ellis 
2007 – Austin Muirhead, Ed Nicholson, Evelyn Palmer, Lois Owles
2008 – Dorothy McQueen, Art Murch, Hank Wells, Helen Wells, Marg White
2009 – Tim Cook, Steve Czerny, Barbara Downie, Shirley Hammond, Harold Huestis, Norma Huestis 
2010 – Katharine Gilroy, David Jamieson, Harold Ferguson
2011 – Lorraine Beattie, Betty Kelly, Don Kelly, Carol Schell
2012 - Wayne Butters, Fran Reid, Ralph Sneyd
2013 - Joy Barr, Su Cook, Jamie Forsythe, Klaus Muller
2014 - Charlie Beattie, Ruth Crittenden, Carolyn Czerny, Muriel Hollingshead, Bev Mayberry, Marg Murch, 
Garry Reid
2015 - Rose Hewitson, Dawn Myers, Barb Sneyd, Edna Stewart, Ken Tippin
2016 - Paul Boughton, Kathryn Colantonio, Theo Cook, Jason Murphy, Ry Picot, Ray Piercy, 
           Fred Riemer, Ramona Van Slyke, Betty Wilson
2017 - Christine Brown, John Brown, Joanne Calvert, Heather Ferguson, Rose Hughes, Janie Jardine, Don 
McCullough, 

Doug Mitchell, Patti Watson, Phil Watson, Danielle York
2018 - Grace Baumgarten, Larry Hogarth, June McEachern, Jane Palmer, Joan Rainbird, Beth Theis
2019 - Sue Edmunds, Cathy MacDonald, Howard MacDonald, Robert Smith, Wendy Redman 
2020 - Claire Bellamy, George Christie, Lori Forsythe, Wayne McInnes, Michael White

If you wish to nominate someone for this year, please send me the name of your nominee and a brief description 
indicating why your nominee would be a good candidate. johnbrown5@rogers.com 

Kathryn Colantonio surprised us at a recent Spiritual 
Committee meeting when she announced her imminent 
move to Kingston to be Nanny to a soon to arrive 
grandchild. Good luck Kathryn!

mailto:piercy.ray@gmail.com
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It was a year ago we gathered at Trinity to hear Linda 
Murphy tell the story of her adventurous journey on the 
Pacific Crest Trail from Mexico to Canada. 
Linda raised $32,000 for My Friend’s House during her 
trek.

$502,657
The roof campaign, which had 
an initial target of $100,000, 
came to an end with surprising 
results.

Looking Back

January Thaw 2020



Next deadline for Trinity News 
is Feb. 10. Send items to 
johnbrown5@rogers.com  

Trinity United Church: Collingwood  
Minister: Rev. Dr. Brian Goodings trinityminister@bmts.com 

Cell Phone: 705 441-0561 

Hospital Visitor: B J Hunter 705 444-7295 

Ministry of Music: Paul Sloan, 705 730-3121 (cell) 

Sunday School:  

Handbell Director: Maryellen Burgess, 705 443-1422 (cell) 

UCW President: Joy Barr, 705 445-0726 

Custodian: Michael White 1 705 344-5757 

Office Assistant: Lori Forsythe 705 445-3901 

Church Office: office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca  
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 8:30 am-1:30 pm 

140 Maple Street, Collingwood, ON   L9Y 2P8 
Tel: 705 445-3901 

 Website: www.collingwoodunitedchurch.ca 

Trinity News: johnbrown5@rogers.com  

OurThanks To Trinity News Sponsors
Collingwood Toyota
collingwoodtoyota.ca

Fawcett Funeral Homes
fawcettfuneralhomes.com

Greenland Int’l Consulting Engineers
grnland.com
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