
Discussion/Reflection for October 22 Sermon (2017)
Head - Heart - Hands - James 1:17

1.  Have one person read the following passages out loud while everyone 
else listens in silence (pauses while they find the next passage are a 
welcome pause to listen to God and reflect on what you have heard).
Isaiah 1:15-17
1 John 3:17-18
James 1:22, 27
2.  Have a second person read the same passages - perhaps from a 
different translation and listen in silence.
3.  Now share one word or phrase that stands out or is sticking in your 
mind.
4.  Have a third person read the same passage and listen in silence.
5.  Share what you think God is saying to you, and to us, in these 
passages.
6.  Is this word or thought consistent with what you know of God and the 
rest of scripture?
7.  How are you, or we, obeying this word?
8.  How are we resisting or disobeying this word?
9.  What are the opportunities for, or ways we could obey this word?
10.  What are the roadblocks - internally or externally - that prevent us from 
obeying this?
11.  If you heard Rob’s sermon last Sunday on these passages, what is one 
thing Rob said that strikes you as true or helpful in terms of our thoughts 
today on these passages, and their application in our lives?
12.  What will you do - and what can we do - to obey and apply this word 
from God?

I’ve shared the Franciscan Benediction I closed the service with on Sunday. 
Feel free to use it as a sending blessing for your group.



Franciscan Benediction 
May God bless you with discomfort
At easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships
So that you may live deep within your heart.

May God bless you with anger
At injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,
So that you may work for justice, freedom, and peace.

May God bless you with tears
to shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger, and war,
So that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and
To turn their pain into joy.

And may God bless you with enough foolishness
To believe that you can make a difference in the work,
So that you can do what others claim cannot be done
To bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor.
Amen.


