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Conme t0 the Banquet
Luke 14:15-24

At its simplest, the parable is a
metaphor or simile drawn from nature
or common life, afresting the hearer by
its vividness or stggngeness, and leaving
the mind in sufficleRtidoubt about its
precisefapplication teitease it into

active'thought:
C.H. Dodd

Setting the Scene
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- Our faith journey is.a.process

« The parables age our-family stories
about.the.processofifaith

On one occasion when Jesus was going
to the house of a leader-of the Pharisees
to eat a meal onthe sabbath, they were
watchipg-hifaclosely.

Luke 14:1

Oining with a4 Pharisee

- Jesus is going to dine at a Pharisee’s
house - the inclusiveness of Jesus —
eating with thedenemy-

- Undegthescrutiny. of the religious
establishment.(v4) Jesus goes to.dine
on the Sabbathy(vl)



Undler Serutiny

» They are ‘watching him closely’ (v1)

» As aresult,on His-way to-dinner, Jesus
heals@man as-a way of questioning
their values (W2-6)

One of the dinner guests, on hearing this,
said to him, ‘Blessed is anyone who will
eat bread in the kingdom of God!" Then
Jesus said to him, ‘Someone gave a great
dinner and mvnted many. At the time for
the dinner he sent hisislaveto-say to
those who'had been-invited, “Come; for
everythingis readyow.“But they all
alike began to makeexcuses.

The Tnvitationto the Banguet

LM(% 14:15*214{
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Savings on “Talle Tellowship’

A parable on choosmg the place of
honour (v7-11)

A saying on WO te-invite to your
banguet(i2-14)

. Aparable om résponding to God's
invitation of grace«(v 15-24)

The first said to him, “I have bought a
piece of land, and | must go out and see
it; please accept my apologies.” Another
said, “I have bought fiveyyoke of oxen,
and I am going togryithem-out; please
accept my apologieséAnother said, “I
have just been married, and therefore |
cannot come.” Sg the slave returned-and
reported this to hisghaaster-— | yke 14:15-21a

A Pharisee’s Tntro

“Blessed is-anyone who will eat bread in
the kingdom of God:*

- A safe truism after Jesus-quizzical
statementiofinviting the
marginalized$o the table(v13)




A Doubdle Tnvitation

- The parable includes a double
invitation to the'table.which was
common to theiday

- ‘invitéd many’(v16)
» ‘to those who'had been‘invited’ (v1/)

Reasondle Excuses

« Things have come up in between the
two invitations

» Then the owner@f the-house became
angry and sdid tohissslave, “Go out at
once ihto the streetsiand lanes of the
town.and bring,in‘the poor, the crippled,
the blind, and theilame.” {v21b)

Then the owner of the house became
angry and said to his slave, “Go out at
once into the streéts and lanes of the
town and bring igithe-poor, the
crippled, the blind,"a@nd, the'lame.” And
the slaye said, “Sir-what you ordered
has been donejand-there:is stil room.”

9/18/2018

Three Excuses for Mot Coming

Business —“I have bought a piece of
land” (v18)

Possessions -#have bought five
yoke of-exen” (v19)

Relationshibs £ have just-been
married” (v20)

Why) Angry?

« The 3 verbs — wanting, having, doing
— should not oyershadow being

- ‘Being==reésponding‘te-the grace of
God(the Credtor) wha.desires to be:in
relationship Withgts

Then the master said to the slave, “Go
out into the roads.and lanes, and
compel people to ceme in, so that my
house may be filléd.For-ttell you, none
of thosgwhewere.invitedwill taste my
dinner¥ '

Luke 14:21b-24



The Invitation of Grrace

Lulke | :.. 216“24

Tnvite the Stranger

« The hall'is still not filled so the host
says — invite evgn-the strangers
outside the town*u23)

- The.emphasisis upongthe host’s
gracious invitatien

Qoing Forwar A
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Thvite the Poor

» The host tells the servant to bring in
all you can from thegpoor (v21b)

» Everyone whowuld-be thrilled to
come |

- All peaple who the firstinvitees
would never assOciate with (v13)

The Question. ..

« Will we come to.ithe-banquet? or

- Do wekeepimaking‘eurown
excuses? '

Life with God s not
Business as sual

» There is a greaterstory going on
which transced@s ourlittle lives

- Our lifewith God isymore important
than our dailgsChedule




Owr Choices Watter

» Do we respondtoiGod’s overtures or
not? -

- The great 'yes‘orthe'barren no’

Where are we. in the Story?

- A message to theweligious today
— aresveseated at the table?<(v.24)
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The Feast

» The symbol of guefaith is a feast — a
great celebratiof®

- Come to thegarty of life



