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NSAC Missions Month - Week 2   January 17, 2021   Pastor Dave Sattler   
Title: “ON THE MOVE: Stories of Migrants, Abraham & Daniel” 
Texts: Genesis 11 & 12, Daniel 1-6, 10, & Hebrews 11:8-10 
Sources: Bible Gateway, Life Application Bible; Books: “Beyond Hospitality: Migration, 
Multiculturalism, and the Church” edited by Charles A Cook (2020), “Scatter: Go Therefore and Take 
Your Job With You” by Andrew Scott (2016); Commentaries: Genesis — Frank Gaebelein & Bruce 
Waltke, Daniel — Tremper Longman II & John Whitcomb.  Interviews: Ahmad Z (Jan 10, 2021 — 
NSAC), Coffee Time ‘Debate’ with Mohammad R (Oct 2019 — NSAC).  Wikipedia: Alan Kurdi. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. <Slide> Introduction 
• Hello, everyone!  I’m Dave Sattler, one of the pastors here at North Shore 

Alliance Church continuing our Missions Month Series: “On the Move.” 
• Granted, this concept is somewhat difficult to comprehend these days.   
• Maybe you’ve been confined to your ‘home office’ lately, or perhaps you’re 

facing significant health challenges and are housebound; or, you find yourself 
far away from loved ones and unable to travel.  The thought of being “On the 
Move” is a little painful to think about these days. 

• Yet, a quick look at history shows us God has done, and is still doing, some of 
His deepest work in, and around, the great people-migrations of history. 

• <Slide> Statistics Canada projects, that by 2036 … 
o 30% of all Canadians will identify as immigrants. 
o And, along with Toronto, our city is leading the way. 
o 47% of residents here are “foreign-born.”  From global 

professionals to migrant workers serving long hours in our health 
and service industry to refugees and asylum-seekers, Vancouver is 
rapidly becoming one of the world’s most cosmopolitan cities.              
— Cook, p.x. 

• <Slide> ILL — Canada has long been a desirable destination and … 
o A welcoming nation for the migrant peoples of our planet. 
o Professor Ray Aldred, Cree, reminds that the first peoples 

“welcomed European settlers on to their land.” 
� For Indigenous worldview embraces the stranger and 

promotes the idea of sharing the land.  — Aldred in Cook, p.xi. 
� But tragically, things deteriorated greatly from there. 

o Perhaps in an effort to repair things, back in 1971, Canada officially 
became a “multicultural society.”  Behind this, was the vision of 
being a nation where all people would feel welcome and every 
culture legitimized.  But it seems we still have a long ways to go! 

• <Slide> In this global pandemic, the plight of the marginalized, our world’s 
most vulnerable, has only worsened. 
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• For when it comes to race and gender, in relation to things like employment, 

housing, education, and healthcare, just to name a few … deep dark injustices 
still plague our planet, our nation, and the Christian Church.    

• Whenever Christ-followers confuse the mission of Jesus with assimilating 
others to a monocultural worldview, we cause endless damage. 

• In the Christian Story, exclusivity in any of its dark forms is the arch-
enemy of equality and justice.  This world, or any part of it, does not 
belong exclusively to any one particular group of any of us. 

• <Slide> ILL — In 2015 this photo rocked our world. 
o A three-year-old Syrian boy of Kurdish ethnicity, Alan Kurdi, 

drowned in the Mediterranean, along with his mother and brother. 
o Attempting to seek refuge on a Greek island, Kurdi’s family paid 

passage on a small inflatable boat designed for 8 people.  16 were 
onboard with no proper life vests and the vessel quickly capsized.   

o And this story caused a dramatic global upturn in both opposition 
toward, and concern for, refugees around the world.                               
— Wikipedia: Alan Kurdi 

• <Slide> This Missions Month, I am praying God will continue to grow in us 
a vision for ministry to people new to Canada. 

• God is bringing people to our city, desperately hoping to make a new home, 
right here, on the North Shores of Vancouver. 

• And there are countless more in transit.   
• ILL — For the past 5 years, I have received an email nearly every week from 

different refugees in the Middle East begging for help. 
• Migration is one of the defining issues of the twenty-first century.   
• Migration is also a major theme of the Bible.   
• One writer says, Q: “The Bible is a ‘literary tapestry woven from the stories 

of migrants.’” — Hoppe in George in Cook, p.17 
• Migration has played a massive role in the expansion of Christianity.  God 

works in and through people on the move.  
• Today we’ll drop in for a few “snapshots” of the incredible stories of Abraham 

and Daniel — two migrants featured in the Scriptures. 
• Let’s pray.  “God, move me out of the way.  Come, speak to us by Your Spirit.” 

II. Biblical ‘Snapshots’ 
<Slide> Abraham: Journey of Faith (Genesis 11-12)  
• Post Tower of Babel, as a result of human pride and idolatry, God scatters 

humanity “over the whole earth” (11:8).   
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• And the great genealogy of Genesis Ch11 reminds us there is a world full of 

people that God still cares deeply about.  God had not abandoned humanity — 
even before He calls Abraham to ‘help fix things!’ 

• Abram’s born in Ur, a flourishing city in southern Iraq on the Persian Gulf.   
• For a reason we’re not told, Abram’s father, Terah pulls up the tent-pegs in Ur 

and attempts to move the family to Canaan — modern-day Israel.   
• But, it’s unclear why they stop half-way and settle instead in Haran (11:31), a 

city near today’s Syria-Turkey border. 
• Haran, like Ur, is a city steeped in idolatry, a centre of pagan moon worship.   
• Perhaps it felt familiar, a comfortable place to settle the family. 
• Sometime earlier, Abram had received a call from God.   
• Perhaps, out of respect, Abram waits till his father dies before taking the 

family reins and heading for Canaan, the destination to which God had 
ultimately called them.  We pick up the story in … 

<Slide> Genesis 12:1-4 (NIV): 1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from 
your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show 
you.  2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make 
your name great, and you will be a blessing.  3 I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.”  4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him. 

• <Slide> Abram faces a choice: obey God’s call, leave behind the familiar and 
move out into the unknown, or stay home and play it safe (12:1). 

• This unlocks for us the nature of Christian faith.  One cannot fully follow 
Jesus and stay ‘static’ or stationary.  Like one commentator puts it,  

o Q: “Christians are people of the ear, not of the eye.” — Waltke, p.209.   

• APP — And this concept is difficult for us.   
o Simple faith and obedience to God, or to any other, is not an 

applauded idea in western thought.  To go somewhere, or to do 
something, without googling it, or conducting copious research, or 
seeing the entire picture?!  Go, with no guarantees?!  No way?!   

o ‘Tell me why.’  ‘Show it all to me first and then maybe I’ll do it.’   
o But that’s not the faith God calls us to. 
o

• <Slide> God makes a big promise to Abram, ‘I will make you into a great 
nation.  I will make your name great’ (12:2).  

• But God’s promise is not a self-serving one; here God redefines greatness. 
• God says, ‘While you’re on the move, Abram, will you be my means of 

blessing to others wherever you go?’ (12:3) 
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• In other words, ‘If you trust me, Abram, I will make you great.  And, the 

greatness I am blessing you with, has one purpose: to bless others.’ 
• And, as a result of Abram’s faith and obedience, God ends up blessing the 

entire world! 
• ILL/APP — From the very beginning God’s plan to make Himself known to … 

o All peoples had one primary strategy: His people willing to go. 
o Now, in my nearly 52 years on the planet, I’m not sure I’ve 

experienced everything there is, but the greatest thing I’ve 
experienced is this: God using me to impact other people.   

o This is the tremendous joy of following Jesus.   
o Nothing compares to God using us to bless others.  And this 

requires faith to put ourselves out there, and willingness to go 
where God calls us — across the street, or around the world! 

<Slide> Daniel: Faithful in Exile (Daniel 1-6, 10) 
• Daniel is a unique prophet.  It’s not so much his words or his messages, but 

his life of simple faith and obedience, in exile, that really speaks! 
• Daniel and his friends’ reason for being on the move is entirely different.   
• They’re forced.  God allows King Nebuchadnezzar to sack Jerusalem, 

Abraham’s Promised Land, and haul its temple articles, and its people, back 
to Babylon, where Daniel and his friends find themselves in exile (1:1-2). 

• <Slide> APP — Perhaps today you too find yourself far away … 
o From your country, your home, and your family.   
o Some of you may have escaped a hostile government regime that 

put you on the move, or more accurately, on the run, and displaced 
you.  And you bear the scars of this trauma.  

o Or, maybe you came to Canada with high hopes and it hasn’t 
exactly been easy to adjust … to the people, the culture, the 
language, the weather. 

o Many among us face the painful reality of not seeing family 
anytime soon — or ever again.   

o And CoVID19 has only made this all more challenging to process. 
o The story of Daniel reminds you are not alone.   
o God is always faithful.  God never abandons.  God is with you.  

Even in exile.  And God does some of His most incredible work, 
with us, if we’re open to it, even when we’re far away from home. 

• <Slide> In Babylon, fear does not defeat them.  Daniel and friends stand 
firm in their faith.  They don’t fight their oppressors, neither do they cave.   

• Ch1:8 says, “But Daniel resolved …”   
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• Flowing out of trust in their sovereign and compassionate God, an un-flashy, 

solid resolve carries Daniel and his friends.  They cling to God. 
• In Charlie Cook’s recent book, “Beyond Hospitality: Migration, 

Multiculturalism, and the Church,” it says, Q: “Faith is an essential resource 
for surviving long voyages, migrant wanderings, survival struggles, and life in 
the new world.” — Sam George in Cook, p.19. 

• And I would add, that often God has to get us on the move, out of our comfort 
zones, away from our attachments, to build within us a faith in Him that is 
deep, lasting, and truly life-sustaining. 

• Later, framed by colleagues and facing the death penalty for his spiritual 
practices, it says in Ch6:10, “Daniel … went home to his upstairs room where 
the windows opened toward Jerusalem.  Three times a day he got down on his 
knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.” 

• Tested over and over again, thrown into the fiery furnace and tossed to the 
lions, Daniel and his friends face many harrowing circumstances when all 
they can do is trust God.  And, God delivers them. 

• <Slide> Amazingly, Daniel and his friends outlast several tryant kings — 7 in 
70 years — from the Babylonian Empire and the Medo-Persian Empire, two 
of the most powerful empires in history (1:21/10:1)! 

• Their quiet commitment to God carries them over the long haul. 
• They adapt to a foreign culture and its people; and, they garner respect and 

credibility that serves as a powerful platform for God’s work. 
• Furthermore, through their faithful witness, God plants seeds of His Gospel 

throughout Middle Eastern culture.  Seeds that continue to grow even today! 

III. Application 
• Time to ‘land the plane’ now on a few application points.  
A.  TAPPING INTO OUR IMMIGRANT STORIES 
• <Slide>  ILL — Helps us understand.  I’ve recently looked into my story.   

o Mid 19th Century, the Zattler family, as we were known in those 
days, felt the need to flee their native Germany.  Now, we’re not 
entirely sure what precipitated this urgent departure; or, maybe, 
more accurately, what my ancestors had done to provoke the 
German Kaiser to have it in for them.  But they had to get out! 

o So, our family sailed on the ship Caesar from Hamburg direct for 
Twofold Bay Eden on the southeast coast of Australia in 1854.  

o On the journey, my great, great grandparents lost two of their 
children from an outbreak of cholera before they arrived in Sydney. 

o Fast forward more than a century.  My 19-year-old father boarded 
a ship from Australia to Canada in 1962.  And, one of the very first 
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things dad did, to find his way here, was attend a Youth For Christ 
Meeting in Vancouver, where he met my mother! 

• <Slide> Whether one enters by choice, or by force, the life of a migrant is a 
difficult one.  It’s why Ahmad said last week in our interview, Q: “To be an 
immigrant is to be in need.” — Ahmad, Jan 10/2021, NSAC   

• Immigrant global professionals, immigrant family-sponsored refugees, and 
immigrant asylum-seekers all have needs.  For displacement creates a tension 
in which people are forced to reevaluate many things about their lives. 

• And immigrants must rely on God, and others, to find their way. 
• APP — Now for some humbly-offered tips on showing kindness to 

immigrants right here in our city. 
• 1) Get to know their culture — their language, their customs, their food.   
• ILL — It’s why we acquired dates, walnuts, barbarries, and cardamom tea to 

add to our Christmas Hampers for our Persian friends.  A taste of home! 
• 2) Appreciate their situation.  Immigrants may have trauma from what 

they’ve left behind, or trauma from how they’ve been treated here.   
• They may express their need in ways that seem unusual to you.   
• Do not be offended when they ask straight up for something of yours!   
• Or the opposite, when they’re terrified to ask for anything!  
• ILL — Most importantly there is no substitute for love and grace. 

o Flummoxed by what he was experiencing here at our church, one 
of my new-to-Canada Coffee Time friends once said, Q: “There is 
no concept of grace [like this] in Islam.” — Mohammad R. 

o True Christian hospitality offers the gift of friendship — making 
room in our lives for others.   

o And this can have a massive impact on the life of an immigrant! 

B. <Slide> OFFERING TRUE PERMANENT RESIDENCY 
• Summarizing, cf. Hebrews 11:8-10 says, Q: “By faith Abraham, when called to 

go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even 
though he did not know where he was going.  9 By faith he made his home in 
the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents.  
10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect 
and builder is God.” 

• <Slide> ILL — Now I love camping, but there’s something … 
o About sleeping in a tent that makes me long for home.   
o Even with the best cushy camping mattress, even in the kindest of 

weather, even with the sturdiest of tents, tenting is uncomfortable.   
o Makes me wish I was home! 
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o And, do you know the biblical metaphor?  It’s this: this present 

world is our tent, and heaven, eternity with God, is home. 
• One of the greatest barriers to Christian faith for most proud Westerners is 

the idea that this world is not our primary home.  We have so much invested, 
we’re so settled here — and, if we’re not, the desire to be, drives us. 

• Like one writer says, Q: “[Christ-followers should view] their existence … as 
‘sojourners’ on the planet … because they [know] their permanent 
residency … [comes] later in heaven, a place God [is] preparing for them.”   
— Scott, p.54 

• APP — Truth is: In Christ, God offers all peoples a true and lasting … 
o Citizenship, a permanent residency, one that stretches beyond 

cultural limits, this world, and satisfies at our deepest heart levels.   
o And the Christian church gets to invite people into this — now and 

for eternity.  It’s a lofty vision! 
o We invite all sorts of people in, and God forms us together into an 

inter-ethnic, inter-generational, inter-socioeconomic community.  
o And it’s beautiful!  A taste of heaven! 

C. <Slide> EXPERIENCING THE PRESENCE OF GOD. 
• I wonder, what sustained the faith of Daniel and his three friends? 
• Somewhat ironically, it’s King Nebuchadnezzar, a pagan king, who calls it out 

in Daniel 3:25: “Look!  I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound 
and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 

• Clearly not living their ‘A-Life,’ not where they wish they were, it was 
experiencing the presence of God in real-life that, I believe, emboldened 
Daniel and his friends to carry on as strangers in a foreign land.   

• APP — Like Ahmad said of his time as a refugee in Turkey, Q: “I was part of a 
church, but what I really needed was an experience of the Holy Spirit!”                                 
— Ahmad, Jan 10/2021. 

• This is the Game-Changer!  God showing up in our lives!   
• There is no substitute.  Experiencing the power and presence of God infuses 

one’s heart with faith, courage, and vital hope for the future.  
• People of NSAC, I pray for a mighty outpouring of God’s presence on you. 
• And that you would carry God’s presence with you wherever you go! 
• I pray for a powerful experience of the presence of God for immigrants, 

people on the move, around the world, and right here in our city.   
• Nothing compares to the presence of God.  Amen. 

• To conclude the message today we’ll watch this short film that tells an 
incredible recent story of God on the move in our city.  <Video> 
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