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Second Sunday after the Epiphany ~ January 17, 2021 

 

A SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST IN PANDEMIC 

Book of Alternative Services  
 

We acknowledge that we gather at St. John’s on the traditional and unceded territory of the 

Algonquin Nation. Wherever you are worshiping this morning, consider the traditional land you 

are on and give thanks for the gift of it, praying we may dwell on the land with respect and 

peace. 
 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, 

All  to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you 
no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the light of the world. May 

your people, illumined by your word and sacraments, shine with the radiance of 

his glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the 
earth; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen. 
 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

First Reading 1 Samuel 3.1-10 
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the 

Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, 
whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord 

called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!" and ran to Eli, and said, 
"Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call; lie down again." So 

he went and lay down. The Lord called again, "Samuel!" Samuel got up and 
went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not 

call, my son; lie down again." Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the 

word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel 
again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for 

you called me." Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore 
Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, 



Lord, for your servant is listening.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, "Samuel! Samuel!" And 
Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Canticle:  Song of Thanksgiving  Isaiah 12.2-6 
 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defence, * and he will be my 

Saviour. 
 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * from the springs of 
salvation. 
 

And on that day you shall say, * Give thanks to the Lord and call upon 
his name; 
 

make his deeds known among the peoples; * see that they remember 

that his name is exalted. 
 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * and this is 

known in all the world. 
 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * for the great one in 

the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
 

Holy Gospel   John 1.43-51 
Gospeller The Lord be with you 

All   And also with you. 
Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
"Follow me." Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him about whom Moses 
in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." 

Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said 
to him, "Come and see." When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he 

said of him, "Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" Nathanael 
asked him, "Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you under 

the fig tree before Philip called you." Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son 
of God! You are the King of Israel!" Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I 

told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 
these." And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 

and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."  
  
Gospeller The Gospel of Christ. 
All  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



Reflection 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
Celebrant  Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
Intercessions  

Leader Let us pray with confidence to the Lord, saying, “Lord hear our 

prayer.” 
 

O Lord, guard and direct your Church in the way of unity, service, 
and praise.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Give to all nations an awareness of the unity of the human family. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Cleanse our hearts of prejudice and selfishness, forgive us our sins 
and offenses, and inspire us to hunger and thirst for what is right. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Teach us to use your creation for your greater praise, that all may 
share the good things you provide. Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Strengthen all who give their energy or skill for the healing of those 
who are sick in body or in mind.  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Bring healing, wholeness and freedom to all who are bound by 

illness, fear or despair. Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Grant a peaceful end to all who are dying, eternal rest to all who 
have died, and your comfort to those who mourn. Lord, hear our 

prayer. 
 

 



The Peace 

Celebrant Beloved, as we are reconciled to God in Christ, so may we be 
reconciled with one another.  The peace of the Lord be always with 

you. 
People And also with you. 

 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 
 

Prayer over the gifts 

Wise and gracious God, you spread a table before us; nourish your people with 
the word of life and the bread of heaven.  Amen. 
 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is indeed right that we should praise you, gracious God, 
 for you created all things. You formed us in your own image: 

 male and female you created us.  
 

 When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to care for 
us, but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a 

covenant with Israel, and through your servants Abraham and 

Sarah gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses 
you led your people from bondage into freedom; through the 

prophets you renewed your promise of salvation.  
 

 Therefore, with them, and with all your saints who have served you 

in every age, we give thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the 
glory of your name. 

 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 
 

Celebrant Holy God, source of life and goodness, all creation rightly gives you 

praise.  In the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ, to 

share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile 
us to you, the God and Father of all. He healed the sick and ate and 

drank with outcasts and sinners; he opened the eyes of the blind 



and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom to the poor and to 

those in need. In all things he fulfilled your gracious will. 
 

 On the night he freely gave himself to death, our Lord Jesus Christ 

took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which 

is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 

 

 Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice destroys the power of sin and 
death; by raising him to life you give us life for evermore.  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, and looking for his 
coming again in glory, we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup. 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that all who eat 
and drink at this table may be one body and one holy people, a 

living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Through Christ, with Christ, 
and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, 

almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant “I am the bread of life,” says the Lord.  “Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry; whoever believes in me will never thirst.” 

All Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who 
trust in him. 

 

Celebrant The gifts of God are for the people of God. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
 

 



Doxology 

Celebrant Glory to God 
All  whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and 

ever.  Amen. 
 
 

The Blessing & Dismissal 

Celebrant The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 

always. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
 


