
 

 

Notices for January 17, 2021 
 
Dear lovely people of St Philip’s, 
 
Since announcing last week that I had tendered my resignation to the Bishop and that we will 
be returning to the UK in April, I have been humbled by the scores of messages of love and 
support from people, both within our congregation and the wider parish community. I want to 
thank you all for your understanding of our situation as a family. 
 
Such an experience confirms to me that at the heart of our church is a passionate love that 
seeks the best for the other. Indeed, St Philip’s is held in such high regard because it seeks to 
love and serve the ‘others’ in our community. These two elements are key to the future, not 
only of the parish, but of the church itself - loving and serving the ‘other’. 
 
Our Gospel reading this week speaks to the very heart of this idea of the ‘other.’ When Philip 
seeks out his friend Nathanael to tell him he has found the one ‘of whom Moses and the 
Prophets speak’, Nathanael is horrified to realise that he is talking about Jesus of Nazareth! 
‘Can anything good come from Nazareth?’ Nathanael exclaims with derision! At the time of 
Jesus, Nazareth had the reputation of being a ‘redneck’ back water, full of ignorant, 
uneducated, stupid, crude mouthed, bigoted ‘northerners’! Not dissimilar to the Rector really! 
Can anything good come out of Nazareth? 
 
We all have Nazareths in our lives. Places from where we assume nothing good can come. They 
might be real places, towns or even countries! They may be people, or situations, or parts of 
ourselves. They are places that we ‘other.’ Rather than get to know them, we prefer to make 
assumptions about them, rendering them untouchable, no-go zones, not like us… 
 
Yet, God does not allow God’s self to be limited by our assumptions. For every Nazareth, there 
is an invitation to “come and see”. For every assumption we make, there is a deeper truth to be 
discovered, a new relationship to be experienced, and a new life to be lived. 
 
Our salvation and healing appear where we thought nothing good could happen. Reconciliation 
and love are revealed in relationships we were certain nothing good could come from. The 
seemingly hopeless situations of life begin to bear fruit. Words of forgiveness and compassion 
are spoken by people we were sure could never say such things. God puts lives back together in 
our Nazareths. 
 
There may be uncertainty ahead but loving and serving the other will be not only key for the 
future growth of the church, but essential for our own growth too. Our Nazareths become the 
place of God’s epiphany. 
 
Love and Prayers, 
 
Stuart 



 

 

 
DATES TO NOTE 
 

Sun Jan 17 Second Sunday after Epiphany, worship at 10 a.m. online 
 https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/blog 

 Join us for Zoom coffee at 11 a.m. https://zoom.us/j/454815164 
 Mon Jan 18  Annual Reports Deadline at noon. 
   Search Committee Meeting    7:30 p.m.  
Tues Jan 19  Trustees meeting 7:30 p.m. 

Thurs Jan 21  Deadline to register for Transforming Questions 
Sun Jan 24  Third Sunday After Epiphany   10 a.m. online 
Mon Jan 25  Search Committee 7:30 p.m. 
Tues Jan 26  Parish Council 
Thurs Jan 28  Transforming Questions via Zoom 7 p.m. 
   https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/pages/transforming-questions 
Sat Feb 20  Deadline for Parish Council nominations   4 p.m. 
Sun Feb 21  Annual Vestry Meeting, virtual 
  
WEBSITE WORSHIP   Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Join Stuart and others in Sunday morning Website Worship and follow along with the order of 
service delivered to you. The services are recorded and posted by Saturday evening, so you can 
watch and revisit them at your convenience. St Philip’s will continue to offer online worship for the 
many worshippers who cannot attend in person or who live afar.  
Visit https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/blog 
 
COFFEE TIME 

Join us for Zoom coffee at 11 a.m. https://zoom.us/j/454815164   
To join the gathering by phone, dial 778-907-2071. The meeting ID is 454815164. 
 
OTHER WAYS TO CONNECT - 
 
MIDDAY PRAYERS - Mondays to Thursdays, via Zoom, 12 Noon 
Join Stuart for Midday Prayers. Whether you are at home or busy at work, this 20 min service 
will help you relax and reconnect with yourself, your community, and your Creator…  
https://zoom.us/j/98044347032?pwd=NjdlQmg5bTc4Ym9GajdYL1BZNCtBZz09  
To join by phone, dial 778-907-2071  Meeting ID: 980 4434 7032  
 
PRAYER, CARE AND SHARE - Wednesdays via Zoom at 10:00 a.m.  
On your computer, click the link at 10:00 a.m. https://zoom.us/j/2939572088  
To join the gathering by phone, dial 778-907-2071. The meeting ID is 2939572088. 
 
PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers at this time: Sally Antrobus and her 
family, Ann Halfnights, Penny Francis and family, Greg, Maura and Brian, Nancy, Tracy and 
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family, Larry Hoad and Mike Lane, Brenda Harrison, Sarah Burns, Jan Alexander, Mia Salamito, 
Hazel Maunder, and Min’s sister Jill and Min’s advocate Dorothy McNaughton.  
 
Let us pray for those who rest in our Memorial Garden. 
 
INTERCESSOR INFORMATION/ TRAINING SESSION 
 
For all Intercessors and those who may be interested in becoming prayer leaders. We have not 
had an instruction session for several years. Stuart will guide us through the formats and where 
to find the prayer resources. Please join us on Wednesday, February 24 at 7:30 pm for a zoom 
meeting. To register, email Diana Bragg, Intercessor Coordinator at  dasbragg@gmail.com 
 

AN UPDATE FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 
The Search Committee to find Stuart's replacement began its work this week. The members 
met via zoom with Regional Archdeacon Stephanie Shepard, who outlined the process and 
instructed the committee on its duties. Work has begun on drafting a new Parish profile, which 
will function as a job description and advertisement for interested candidates. The committee 
will endeavour to keep the parish updated as work progresses, though please note that some 
aspects of the search process must be kept confidential.  
 

The Search Committee will keep you updated on where we are in the process. You’ll find 
updates in the St. Philip’s weekly bulletins. 
Please keep in touch with us by sharing your thoughts and we will do our best to keep you 
connected to us. Would that it were over a cup of coffee with you in the Fireside Room! 
 
Peace be with you, 
Debbie Matheson, Brian Mix, Diana Bragg and Suzi Noetzel. 
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE WARDENS 
 
Thank you to the parishioners who have called or written to us and to Stuart after news of his 
resignation reached you. As Stuart, Laura and Matilda set their sights on a return home to the 
U.K., and the Wardens look to St Philip’s future, we all appreciate your support and prayers.  
The Search Committee will keep you updated on where we are in the process. You’ll find 
updates in the St. Philip’s weekly bulletins. 
Please keep in touch with us by sharing your thoughts and we will do our best to keep you 
connected to us. Would that it were over a cup of coffee with you in the Fireside Room! 
 
Peace be with you, 
Debbie Matheson, Brian Mix, Diana Bragg and Suzi Noetzel. 

Neighbourhood Ministry Donation Request 

• Disposable face masks and small bottles of hand sanitizer, 

• Sleeping bags, sleeping pads, tarps and can openers 
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• Fleeces, winter jackets, gloves, rain pants, men's underwear (size M & L), long 
underwear, sports socks, boots (sizes 9-11)  

• Juice boxes, fruit cups, puddings, soft cereal and protein bars, canned meat and fish. 

• Travel size soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, razors and shaving cream. 

 
ANNUAL REPORTS – Attention Committee Chairs 
The deadline for Annual Reports is noon on Monday, January 18. Please submit your 
committee reports to the office no later than noon, so that Pat may begin compiling the report. 
 
TRANSFORMING QUESTIONS – Jan. 28 – Apr. 15, 2021  7pm 
After a successful pilot of this course last summer, Transforming Questions returns in January 
2021. The pandemic has stirred up basic questions about life, faith, purpose, and God. In 11 
sessions, we will seek to move deeper by engaging in some of faith’s most basic questions. Let's 
gather for prayer, hear a presentation, and then join in small-group discussion. Through 
listening and sharing, we will wrestle with these foundational questions in each other's 
company. As we do so, we will learn more about ourselves, one another, and the Jesus we are 
seeking. 
Dates: Thursdays, 7pm, starting January 28, 2021. Session length: 60-75 minutes 
Place: Zoom 
Who is it for: adults (16+) preparing for baptism, confirmation, reception into the Anglican 
Church, or reaffirmation of baptismal vows; those exploring faith for the 1st or the 50th time. 
Attendance: Sessions are related to and build upon one another, so this is not a drop-in course. 
Please register in advance as you are encouraged to attend all of the sessions. You can request 
to be in a small group with someone you know. 
Registration:  https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUoduyhqDIvG9X0Tz7QGwuKBx-cQVBcejwM 
Deadline to Register: January 21, 2021 
Questions? Contact The Reverend Jessica Schaap, Missioner for Christian Formation 
 
STEWARDSHIP 2021: It’s not too late! 
Please pledge as generously as you can in this time of lost rentals, curtailed fundraising, and 
suspended in-person events. We need to support St Philip’s everyday expenses and ministries 
even when we cannot attend in person. For the 2020 budget, Finance used an identified giver 
list of 82 pledgers and 29 regular donors. To date, Paul Harrison has recorded 60 pledges for 
2021. If you’re running late or this is new for you, we look forward to your pledge.  
Call Pat in the office if you need assistance: 604-224-3238 
 
Staying Close While We’re Apart, 
Stuart Hallam (Rector), Debbie Matheson, Brian Mix, Diana Bragg, and Suzi Noetzel (Wardens)  
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