
 

 

"How to Help Needy People" 
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Theme:  Follow the example of Jesus' model people-helper. 
 
Text:  Luke 10:25-37 
 
Here’s a thought:  God calls us to help those in need, not to tend to every 
want and whim of others. 
 
Frightened by the clamour of thunder in the night, a little girl cried out.  
Holding her securely in his arms, her father explained that she need not fear.  
God would take care of her because He loved her greatly. 
 
"I know God will take care of me and love me," she replied.  "But right now, 
Daddy, I want someone with skin on to love me." 
 
There are people around us who need this kind of love.  Luke 10:25-37 
introduces one of the best-known people-helpers described in the Bible: 
 25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.  

"Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 26 "What 
is written in the Law?" he replied.  "How do you read it?" 27 He 
answered:  "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 
'Love your neighbour as yourself.'" 28 "You have answered correctly," 
Jesus replied.  "Do this and you will live." 29 But he wanted to justify 
himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbour?" 30 In reply 
Jesus said:  "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when 
he fell into the hands of robbers.  They stripped him of his clothes, 
beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened 
to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed 
by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he 
travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 
pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine.  Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an 



 

 

inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two silver coins 
and gave them to the innkeeper.  'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I 
return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.' 36 
"Which of these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who 
fell into the hands of robbers?" 37 The expert in the law replied, "The 
one who had mercy on him."  Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." NIV 

 
If you truly want to help needy people: 
Know What to Do 
 

 
 
What did the Good Samaritan do? 
 
He took care of the man's immediate needs.  Oil and wine were favourite 
treatments for wounds in ancient medicine.  They were considered the best 
remedies, especially for wounds produced by violence.  The wine was to 
cleanse and the oil to soothe and heal. 
 
The inn where the Samaritan took this needy man was unlike the motels of 
our day.  The rooms were not furnished, with each traveller expected to 
provide everything but shelter for himself.  He had to bring his own bedding, 
provisions and cooking utensils.  In case of sickness the porter may have 
tended to the guest.  Having bandaged his wounds and settled him in a 
room, the Samaritan hired the innkeeper to look after the man. 
 
He took time.  He took a day out of his busy schedule to look after this 
man's needs.  If you truly want to help people you must be flexible.  Needs 
often appear at inconvenient times. 
 
An ingenious teenager, tired of reading bedtime stories to his little sister, 
decided to record several of her favourite stories.  He explained to her, "Now 
you can hear your stories anytime you want.  Isn't that great?" 
 
She looked at the device for a moment and then replied, "No.  It hasn't got a 
lap." 
 
He was more concerned with being a neighbour than with whether or 
not the needy person was his neighbour.  The expert in the law was trying 



 

 

to wriggle out of his responsibility to others by asking, "Who is my 
neighbour?"  In response Jesus suggested that the real question is rather, 
"Do I behave as a neighbour?"  Jesus did not supply information as to which 
one he should help.  It was not more information that the lawyer needed, but 
a new heart of love. 
 
Anglican missionary Stephen C. Neill (1900-1984) explained: 
 Our friends are the people whom we choose; usually friends are the 

same sort of people as ourselves.  My neighbour is the man whom I do 
not choose; he is the man whom God gives to me.  He is the man who 
happens to live in the house next to mine; he is the man who happens 
to sit opposite to me in the train; he is the clerk who works at the desk 
next to mine.  I have no right to say that he is no concern of mine, 
because, if I am a Christian, I know that he is the man whom God has 
given to me. 

 
What resources do you have to offer someone else in need?  When was the 
last time you gave of these resources to someone in need? 
 
If you truly want to help needy people: 
Know What to Do 
Know What Not to Do 
 

 
 
What did the Good Samaritan not do? 
 
Judge the person in need on the basis of culture and nationality.  There 
was intense hatred between the Jews and Samaritans.  The Jews saw the 
Samaritans as a despicable nation of half-breeds (Assyrians and Jews) while 
the Samaritans saw the Jews as snooty and stuck up.  A steep road, 27 
kilometres long, descended more than a kilometre from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, which was a country dwelling of priests.  It was unusual for the 
Samaritan to be on this road, since it was not in his home territory of 
Samaria, but in the Jewish territory of Judea. 
 
The Jews had a very narrow definition of the word "neighbour".  The rabbis 
interpreted it to mean only those who were Jewish.  The Gentiles (non-Jews) 
were not considered neighbours.  Jesus shocked his audience by making a 



 

 

Samaritan the hero in His story.  In Luke 10:37 the lawyer could not bring 
himself to say "the Samaritan".  Instead, he simply identifies the model 
people-helper as "the one who had mercy on him". 
 
Prejudice is ugly.  A dog was walking down the street when he saw a "Help 
Wanted" sign in the window.  The sign said: 
 Must type 70 words per minute.  Must be computer literate.  Must be 

bilingual.  An Equal Opportunity Employer. 
 
The dog went into the office with the sign and appeared before the office 
manager.  "I can't hire you.  You're a dog!" growled the man.  The dog pointed 
to the Equal Opportunity Employer part of the sign. 
 
The office manager then asked, "Can you type?"  The dog went over to a 
computer, opened a Word document and typed a perfect letter within 
minutes.  "Are you computer literate?"  The dog opened Excel and ran a 
spreadsheet on the company.  The office manager was exasperated.  
"Granted you can type and you know how to use a computer, but the sign 
clearly says you must be bilingual." 
 
The dog looked up at the man and said, "Meow." 
 
It is tragic when people paint others with stereotypes.  You might have 
concluded that all Germans are stubborn, all Scottish people are cheap, all 
natives are lazy and all Jews are crooked.  It is grossly unfair to do this! 
 
Indulge in false empathy by not acting.  James 2:14-17 warns: 
 14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has 

no deeds?  Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is 
without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, "Go, I wish 
you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about his physical 
needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 
accompanied by action, is dead. NIV 

 
The virtues of love and faith are not demonstrated through intentions and 
wishes but by actions! 
 
He was not superficial (unlike the religious leaders).  The priest and 
Levite may have feared defilement by touching a corpse.  These religious 
leaders placed greater priority on appearance than meaningful involvement 
in other people's lives.  Remember:  you can impress people from a distance; 
you can impact people up close. 
 
He did not pass by.  This expert in the law who quizzed Jesus was very 



 

 

familiar with Exodus 23:5: 
 If you see the donkey of someone who hates you fallen down under its 

load, do not leave it there; be sure you help him with it. NIV 
 
This law sets the conduct of the priest and Levite, in this parable of the Good 
Samaritan, in a most despicable light, since it shows them treating a fellow 
human being with less regard than their law required them to treat an 
enemy's donkey. 
 
He did not drop everything - he left him with the innkeeper.  The 
Samaritan did not disregard all of his personal responsibilities and business 
endeavours to help this needy man.  He made sure that the fellow's needs 
were looked after then he moved on.  We tend to feel guilty when we do not 
drop everything to help someone else.  God understands.  He calls us to help 
those in need, not to tend to every want and whim of others.  Effective and 
enduring people-helpers have healthy boundaries. 
 
He did not expect payment.  Loving your neighbour as yourself means 
giving without anticipating anything in return.  Human nature tends to live 
by the motto, "You scratch my back and I'll scratch yours". 
 
He did not give money directly to the needy man.  Either the Samaritan 
couldn't be sure if the needy man was trustworthy in how he handled the 
money or he felt that he was in no condition to make financial decisions.  
The Samaritan wisely left the money with the innkeeper rather than the 
needy man. 
 
"Boss, I need to have a raise," a man reported to his supervisor.  "There are 
three other companies after me." 
 
"Is that so?" asked his boss.  "What other companies are after you?" 
 
The man replied, "The electric company, the telephone company and the gas 
company." 
 
He did not go looking for something to do.  Contrast the Good Samaritan 
with Martha in Luke 10.  Martha was distracted by the responsibilities of 
hospitality while her sister Mary sat at the feet of Jesus.  Martha was upset 
with Mary, but Jesus admonished Martha for being preoccupied with 
busyness. 
 
The Lord is calling us to live out Ephesians 5:15-20: 

15 Be very careful, then, how you live — not as unwise but as wise, 16 
making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 



 

 

Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 18 
Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery.  Instead, be 
filled with the Spirit. 19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs.  Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 20 
always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. NIV 

 
A model people-helper is not driven, like Martha.  A model people-helper 
simply does what his or her hand finds to do in the course of fulfilling 
everyday responsibilities. 
 
If you have the eyes to see needs around you, they become so obvious and 
the will of God becomes clearer.  Are you struggling to know the will of God?  
Begin by meeting the need of someone you come in contact with this week. 
 
Several natives in Zaire (now called Democratic Republic of the Congo) were 
within close proximity of a government medical station.  Medical 
missionaries were therefore very surprised when the natives showed up at 
their compound that was several kilometres out of their way.  The natives 
needed medical treatment and after the treatment was rendered, the 
missionaries asked why they had travelled so much farther.  The natives 
replied, "The medicine is the same at the other station, but the hands are 
different here." 
 
The medicine is the same, but the hands are different.  Does this describe 
the care that we give as a body of believers?  Is our church distinguished by 
the care we give?  Are you known as a helper of people in need? 
 
If you truly want to help needy people: 
Know What to Do 
Know What Not to Do 
 
Follow the example of Jesus' model people-helper. 
 

 
 


