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In 1978, at the age of 5, I began attending Riverdale Elementary 
School. It was here that my formal education began. This 
education carried on through High School, and then University—

I’ve always loved learning. But as I think back, Riverdale 
Elementary was not my first experience of school; a few years 
earlier, I began in Sunday School. 

I wasn’t given homework, I didn’t write tests, or receive grades, but I 
was receiving an education. Teachers read Bible stories, we sang, we 
prayed, and acted out biblical dramas, and all the while I was 
learning theology. The root word in theology is Theos—the Greek 
word for God; theology is the study of God. 

Who is God? What is He like? What does He do? This morning I am 
launching a new sermon series entitled, Describing God; this 
series aims to achieve the basic purpose of theology, namely, to 
describe God’s being, character, and activity. 

This series will explore theological words like “Trinity,” 
“transcendence,” and “omniscience”; it will also look at the Bible’s 
descriptions of God’s character and activity, defining concepts such 
as “love”, “holiness,” and “providence”. 

My aim this morning is to convince you that theology matters, that 
what you think about God is more important than any other thought 
you will ever think. In fact, what you think about God will shape the 
way you think about every other matter. I’m arguing that theology 
matters, because there are those who suggest it doesn’t. 

Let’s listen for a moment to one of those voices. Richard Dawkins 
writes,  

"What has theology ever said that is of the smallest use to 
anybody?…If all the achievements of scientists were wiped out 
tomorrow, there would be no doctors [except] witch doctors, no 
transport faster than horses, no computers, no printed books, no 
agriculture beyond subsistence peasant farming. If all the 
achievements of theologians were wiped out tomorrow, would 
anyone notice the smallest difference? Even the bad achievements of 
scientists, the bombs, and sonar-guided whaling vessels work! The 
achievements of theologians don't do anything, don't affect anything, 
don't mean anything."  1

If only Mr. Dawkins would tell us how he really feels. The point that 
he raises comes through loud and clear: science makes a contribution 
to humanity, while theology doesn’t do, or contribute, anything. It’s a 
serious charge, and one that should not be dismissed out of hand.  

Does theology matter? And if it does matter, what does it do? How 
does theology contribute to human flourishing? If what we think 
about God is more important than any other thought we will ever 
think, then surely, we will see the evidence, the fruit that comes from 
good theology. 

A. What Theology Is: I’m going to spend the bulk of my sermon 
talking about why theology matters, on the basis what theology does, 
but first, allow me to briefly outline what theology is. Five points 
bear mentioning:  

 Richard Dawkins, The Emptiness of Theology, article written for The Free Enquiry magazine, 2006.1

1



Why Theology Matters             May 3, 2020

1. Theology is Biblical, which is to say, it’s based on God’s 
revelation to humanity, through the Old and New Testaments.  

In the pursuit of any kind of knowledge, the method of inquiry needs 
to fit the nature of the reality being investigated. In the field of 
Biology we can use our five senses to observe things about material 
reality. But, how does one investigate a God that is above us, beyond 
us, and unlike us? Since only God can know himself, only God can 
make himself known, and He has, through the Scriptures. Good 
theology is rooted in the Scriptures. 

2. Theology is Systematic in that it brings together the different 
thoughts and ideas spread throughout the Bible into one coherent, 
accessible, whole. And so, when a theologian says that God is Holy, 
she does so after weighing the dozens—or hundreds—of scriptures 
that relate to God’s holiness. 

3. Theology is Contemporary. In every generation, we must do the 
work of theology, not because God is constantly changing, but 
because the reality of God must be communicated using the language 
and thought forms of today. 

4. Theology is Personal. In one respect, theology is like any other 
field of study. But Biology, Chemistry, and Physics explore the 
material universe, while Theology explores the One who is 
immaterial; the field of focus is on the deep things of God. And so, 
the knowledge that comes through theology is inherently different 
than in other fields, it’s relational knowledge, because God is Person. 

I’ve been thinking about God my entire life, but more importantly, 
God has been thinking about me, you, and the world from eternity 
past. The field of theology exists because God wants to be known, in 
fact, He has made Himself known. 

5. And finally, theology is Practical. What we think about God has 
immediate impact on how we live in His world. Good theology never 
separates faith from living, or belief from action.  2

I’ve been describing what theology is, now let’s turn our attention 
to… 

B. What Theology Does (and why it matters): 

1. First, good theology opens our eyes to ultimate reality. I have  
found that in matters of importance, like personal relationships or 
physical health, very few people want to be kept in the dark, unaware 
of the way things are or what’s happening to them. Those who 
choose to live unaware do so out of fear; they live by the maxim: 
ignorance is bliss. But most of us want to know. 

Perhaps the following question has been posed to you before: if you 
could invite one person to dinner, past or present, who would you 
choose as a conversation partner? If you’re a movie buff, you might 
choose an actor; if you like music, art, or sport, you would choose 
accordingly; perhaps you would choose an important historical 
figure. But can we not agree that all such persons would appear dull 
and drab next to God Himself? 

 I drew points, 1-3, and 5, from a theology textbook: Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 21-22.2
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Theology transports us beyond ourselves, into the unseen dimension 
which God inhabits. Surely the God who made the Milky Way, the 
mountains, and the duck-billed platypus is infinitely creative and 
interesting. There is a kind of knowledge of God that can be 
ascertained by observing what He has made, but what is He like? 
Theology answers these questions.  

One author writes, “it is easy to become jaded and, dare I say, bored 
in our knowledge of God, either because it is partial and inaccurate 
or because it is distant and detached. I once heard a comedian talk 
about taking his kids to the zoo. When they came home, their mother 
asked, ‘What did you see?’ and they answered, ‘We saw a lion,’ in a 
voice that sounded as though it wasn't very exciting. The comedian 
then joked that he wanted to take them back to the zoo, throw them 
in the cage, let the lion chase them around… and then at the last 
minute, just as the lion is about to pounce, pull them out of the cage 
and say, ‘Now you've seen a lion!’ Of course the father would never 
do such a thing, but his scenario points out the difference between 
detached knowledge and knowledge that is ‘up close and personal.’”  3

Theology isn’t a detached knowledge of God, it’s a knowing that 
anticipates, and includes, experience. Do you want to experience the 
many dimensions of God’s love? Or His goodness? Do you want to 
know His holiness in a way that sets you free, transforms your 
desires, and makes you feel alive? God is bigger than we think, He’s 
closer than we think. Theology introduces us to this God; it opens 
our eyes to ultimate reality.  

2. Second, good theology offers the best explanation of human 
experience. Take for example the matter of meaning and purpose. 
Christianity theology and Secularism are fundamentally at odds. 
Secularism is committed to the idea that the material world is all 
there is. Accordingly, there is no God, no after-life, and ultimately no 
meaning or purpose in this life. Life is what we want it to be; life is 
what we make of it. 

But the psychological human need for meaning is inarguable, the 
question is, why is it present in humanity at all? How did it get there, 
and what purpose does it serve? Evolutionary biology has no 
answer…humanity should have evolved beyond the need for a sense 
of meaning ages ago. A secular worldview cannot explain our 
experience. The best it can do is tell us that there is no meaning in the 
Universe (in spite of the universal human hunger for meaning), to 
ignore our longings (pretending they’re not there), and to settle for 
satisfaction where it can be found, however fleeting it may be. 

Perhaps the reason we long for something beyond us is because there  
is Something beyond us. Theology points the way to God, the 
ultimate source of meaning, purpose, and satisfaction. Theology 
offers a coherent and expansive explanation for the way things are, 
for who we are, what we desire, and how we behave. 

What does theology do? 

3. Third, good theology helps us to live well. Proverbs 9:10 says, 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of 
the Holy One is understanding.” A different translation reads, 

 Koptak, 274.3
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“Knowledge of the Holy One results in good judgement.”  As you 4

know, good judgement results in good decisions. 

When your smart phone gets bogged down, you can restore it to 
factory settings, and start over. Life isn’t like that; there is a kind of 
residue that comes with every decision we make. The last time I 
checked, we’ve got exactly one life to live; there’s no do-overs. The 
decisions we make matter. Some decisions can be reversed, but 
others are more permanent. 

Theology matters because God is at the centre of everything. 
Thinking right thoughts about Him, leads to thinking rightly about 
our world, ourselves, and well, everything. John Stackhouse writes 
that theology “[tells] us exactly what God promises to us, what God 
requires of us, and of what God warns us.”  5

In life, we all accumulate baggage along the way, but like air travel, 
it’s much more simple if all we have to lug around is a carry on. It’s 
in our own best interests to live well, and good theology helps us to 
do just that. 

Now, if you are particularly observant you may have noticed that as I  
speak about what theology does, I am consistently making use of the 
adjective “good.” Good theology opens our eyes, good theology 
explains our human experience, good theology helps us to live well. 

Bad theology has the opposite effect. Sadly, Christians are not 
immune to bad thinking, and when poorly thinking Christians come 
together—forming the Church—bad theology is the result. You don’t 
have to look too far into the past, or present, to find the disastrous 
results of bad theology.    

Bad theology had a part in the enslaving of people throughout the 
centuries. Africa was plundered of her greatest wealth, not natural 
resources, but her own people. They were stolen by those who 
claimed God was on their side—Christians and Muslims alike—and 
sent to work in Europe, North America, and the Middle East.   6

But it was the good theology of people like William Wilberforce, a  
devoted Christian, that put a stop to it. Genesis 1:26-28 says that all 
humanity is made in the image and likeness of God and therefore 
worthy of dignity and value. It was a vision of God, the compassion 
of God, that drove Wilberforce and others. 

It was good theology that led to the establishment of what the  
western world now calls “human rights.” Based on Scriptures like 
Galatian 3:26-28, people made the claim that if—in Christ—there is 
no qualitatively difference between Jews and Gentiles, rich or poor, 
male or female, that Jesus came for all, loves all, died for all, then we 
cannot privilege some and deny others. Good theology makes a 
difference.  

 New Living Translation.4

 John Stackhouse, What Good Are Theologians, http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2009/09/05/what-good-are-theologians/5

 In 2017 I visited the western most part of Africa, Senegal, it was there that I learned that like Christians, Muslims had a long history of slave trade in East 6

Africa.
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Good theology has led to Christian mission all over the world.  
• Compassion Canada is a Christian organization that is committed 

to releasing children from poverty. Their motto is: We love Jesus; 
We love children; We love the church. Compassion Canada is 
working with churches in 25 countries to support over 2 million 
children. 

• Our church is directly involved with Project Samuel, a ministry that 
provides food, housing, and family for orphans in Zambia. Kim and 
Brendan are in Africa because of good theology: God loves the 
world, He has a heart for orphans, and so, they do too. 

• Mark Davenport was sent out from our church to Thunder Bay; 
he’s been involved for many years in coming along side some of 
Canada’s most forgotten people—those in prison. Jesus once said, 
“What you have done to help those who are considered the least, 
you have done to Me.”  7

Dawkins says that theology doesn’t do anything, affect anything, or 
mean anything. Is that so?! Ask the uneducated, the sick, the 
oppressed, the hungry, the incarcerated. Christians have started, 
funded, and staffed schools, hospitals, and orphanages for centuries. 
Good theology has been hard at work to expose, and oppose, slavery 
and prostitution.  

By it’s very nature, good theology is always doing something, 
helping people to live well in God’s world. 

4. And finally, good theology provides comfort and hope.  

Have you ever sat at the bed side of someone who is dying? I have, 
many times. In those moments, good theology makes a world of 
difference to the one who is dying. In the absence of good theology, 
what can one say? Well, it looks like you’re dying. This will be the 
end of you, nothingness awaits. All that you have loved, all that 
you’ve done, or worked for, will be taken from you, and it won’t be 
long before you are forgotten. It sucks to be you. 

It makes a difference, don’t you think, to know something of God in 
these moments? Jesus once said, “I am right now, Resurrection and 
Life. The one who believes in me, even though he or she dies, will 
live.”  We don’t need to be afraid of death. If death couldn’t hold 8

Jesus, it can’t hold us, because we belong to Him. 

When the world, or our world is turned upside down, good theology  
is what keeps us right side up. It’s not even so much that theology 
keeps us firm and steady, but that God Himself is steady and 
unchanging. And so, we stand firm, when we rest in Him. On Christ 
the solid rock we stand, all other ground is sinking sand. 

Conclusion: I want to conclude this morning with a personal story of 
life and theology coming together in the back seat of my car. And 
once the story has been told, I want to offer a suggestion that I trust 
you will take to heart. 

 Matthew 25:37.7

 John 11:25, The Message translation.8
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Our son, Luke, was 3.5 years old; I had just buckled him into his car 
seat, when he said, “Dad, I don’t want to heaven.” Where had that 
come from? I had a good idea…my mom had died a few months 
earlier, and Luke had been processing what we had said to him. 

My first instinct was to assure him that he was very young and the 
probability of him dying any time soon was very small, but, no 
matter how young he was, a false assurance is just that, false. How 
could I promise him long life when God does give any such promise? 

My curiosity got the best of me and I asked, “Luke, why don’t you 
want to go to heaven?” After a short pause he responded, “I won’t 
know anyone there.” “Well,” I said, “Your cousin Josh is already 
there, and Grandma Peters is there.”  

He thought about that for a little while and then said, “But I don’t 
want to go if you aren’t there” Good theology is almost always like a 
good conversation, back and forth, questions and answers. I told 
Luke that even if he got to heaven before I did, God would be there 
and the Bible describes God as our Father. I assured Luke that God is 
a much better Father than I would ever be, and so, he had nothing to 
fear. 

Moments later Luke piped up, “But who will be my mother?” I think  
my reply was something like, “That’s a good question, I’m pretty 
sure that between Jesus and the Holy Spirit, they will figure it out.” 

Luke’s whole world revolved around the primacy of relationship with 
mom and dad; he couldn’t conceive of a different reality. There was 
more I could have said, but he wouldn’t have understood. 

The story has been told, now for the suggestion. A theology that 
sustains us at 3 years old is insufficient to sustain us at 33, or 83, and 
so, our theology must continue to grow as we do. As the complexity 
of life grows, as the demand and pressure of life grows, so too must 
our knowledge and experience of God grow. When the world is 
turned upside down, good theology is what keeps us right side up. 
God Himself is steady and unchanging; we stand firm, when we rest 
in Him.  

And so, Sunday by Sunday, as we engage in the act of describing 
God, lean in, with a keen mind and expectant heart, allow your 
theology to grow, that you might live well in God’s world. 

Prayer 

Worship 

Announcement: Before I pronounce the benediction, I want to 
remind you that at 8 pm each Thursday, we host an online, church-
wide, prayer meeting. We pray as a large group for 40 min, and then 
for those who can remain until 9, we break into smaller prayer 
groups. If you would like to take part, please email Pastor Anne 
(annet@nsac.bc.ca) by Thursday at noon so that she can send you the 
Zoom link.  to participate through Zoom.  

Benediction
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