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     It really is an interesting “season” we are in.  I’m 
reflecting today about just how many “new” things 
have taken place since our last newsletter in April.  
Change, after all, is inevitable.  In many ways, I am 
thankful for that.  But as you know, certain types of 
change are difficult to deal with.  Our transition from 
Detroit to Vancouver back in 2004 was the kind of 
“whole life” change that I hope to never experience 
again.  Of course it is almost Autumn season here in 
Thunder Bay which means we are already experienc-
ing the change of seasons.  Trees are beginning to 
turn in their colour.  The weather is beginning to cool 

especially at night and the hunters are digging out their orange jackets and cleaning their rifles. 
However the type of change I am referencing has more to do with the change of the heart.  
What do I mean by that?  I am feeling a softening in the spiritual temperature of Thunder Bay.  
Perhaps it is simply that my comfort level has increased and I am seeing things now that I did-
n’t see six months or a year ago.  It may be that a “settling” has taken place that is almost im-
perceptible on some levels but when it takes place creates a warmer, safe environment.  
Change is happening all over Thunder Bay right now.  We have an updated Marina Park where 
a new Four Star Delta Hotel will be built.  Housing developments are happening all over the 
city.  The economy here in Thunder Bay seems to be improving and an attitude of hope seems 
to be creeping in.  Our church, Redwood Park, is also experiencing growth with a pastoral 
team that is united and strong.  Even in this season of hopeful change, I recognize the need to 
remain vigilant and watchful.  We know that our “enemy” is always on the prowl looking for 
ways to penetrate our hearts.  
    Not to be overlooked however are a few painful changes that we’ve had.  Karen’s mom had 
a significant slip and fall which has taken her from her independent life to a dependent one 
where she is now waiting to be admitted to a nursing home.  My dad’s condition also continues 
to deteriorate with his dementia kicking in on new levels.  There of course, remain the rela-
tional challenges that creep up from time to time.  But I know that I need to embrace change.  I 
am realizing that as I age, my reaction and attitudes toward change have in themselves 
changed.  I am finding that I gravitate more towards routine and stability.  My desire for ad-
venture and new things has waned.  But I know that  because of God’s love for me He will see 
to it that I remain challenged and that I better not get too comfortable for too long.  What is the 
saying? “Blessed are the flexible for they shall not be bent?”  Lord help me!  Being bent hurts.   
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YWAM Travelling 

       The highlight of our summer this year was visiting our families in 
Detroit, Michigan and attending Karen’s family reunion in London, On-
tario. We also hosted a friend of ours from New Zealand, a former DTS 
student from Vancouver named Emma.  We were able to show Emma 
around Thunder Bay and take her with us to Pinawa for our staff confer-

ence.  What an AWESOME time to see 
her and reconnect.  Remember, there is 
ALWAYS room at the Davenport Inn.  
What an amazing privilege it is for us to 
host people as they make their way across 
Canada.   We’d love to hear from you!  
PLEASE drop us a line and let us know 
how you are and how we can be praying. 

     This past June I had the privilege to be in Vancouver again for our 
annual Nexia team meetings.  What I love about these times is that our 
entire Nexia team gathers from across Canada to work together and de-
velop strategy and build relationship with one another.  I especially 
love meeting our new team members which have joined during the 
year.  As part of our Strategy Week this year, we spent time working 
with Strengthfinders.  We all had the opportunity to discover how we 
each individually work and then get to hear how that integrates with 
other members of the team.  I’ve done a number of these kind of per-
sonality profiles before but still managed to discover a few interesting 
things about myself and my team.  It’s ALWAYS a blessing to get to 
be back in Vancouver to see friends and attend our sending church 
North Shore Alliance.  I just LOVE that church! 
     Additionally Karen, Simeon and I travelled to Pinawa, Manitoba for 
our bi-annual National Canadian Staff conference.  What an awesome 
time to relax, see old friends,  reconnect and enjoy great teaching 
brought to us by our North American Leaders, Pete and Luba Ilyin.  
Interestingly, they brought teaching on the changing of seasons.  I 
found the contrasts between what God does in our lives during these 
different seasons to be really insightful. 
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