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I want to begin my sermon this morning with two questions. Who do 
you trust? And, on what basis are you willing to extend trust?  

illus: I didn’t grow up with a family dog, my two brothers had 
allergies that prevented the possibility. That being said, I always liked 
dogs and was comfortable being around them. My first negative 
experience with a dog came at the age of 8 or 9.  

My Dad and I were walking through our neighbourhood to the tennis 
courts, racquets in hand. As we walked by a particular house, we saw 
a dog sitting on the front steps. We noticed the dog because of its 
behaviour—barking, growling—it exuded hostility. Moments later, 
as the dog hurtled towards us, I thought to myself, “This isn’t going 
to end well.” And it didn’t, for the dog. 

As the dog leapt at us, my Dad unleashed a beautiful backhand swing  
that stopped the dog in its tracks. I marvelled at my Dad’s composure 
and I learned a valuable lesson that day: not all dogs can be trusted. 

I now consider myself somewhat of an expert on dogs, at least in one 
respect. With a minimum of 3 seconds of observation, I can predict 
the likelihood of being attacked by a dog. My expertise in these 
matters have been refined—honed—on the North Shore trail system.  

Big dogs, little dogs, fast dogs, slow dogs, everywhere I run, I 
encounter dogs. Most dogs are friendly and curious, some are 
skittish, some are energetic, other dogs need to be dragged by their 
owners. And with a high degree of accuracy, I can distinguish 

between the dog who is running towards me—playful, excited—and 
the dog who is running towards me with ill intent. 

A few years ago, I ran by an owner with a grey dog. It was a small 
dog, a yappy dog, the kind of dog that seems harmless; I ran by and 
never gave it a second thought. But moments later the dog chased me 
down, barked once, twice, and as I turned my head it leapt up and bit 
me in my quad. I couldn’t believe it! 

The dog owner quickly approached and said what every dog owner 
says when their dog bites someone: “My dog never bites.” Well…I 
hate to be contrarian but I’ve got puncture marks in my leg that 
proves different. Not all dogs can be trusted. 

Moving now from dogs to persons, on what basis are you willing to 
extend trust? I know that it’s a bit of a circular statement but the 
foundation for trust—in anyone—is their trustworthiness. 

This morning I want to describe God in terms of His integrity—God 
is Trustworthy. As we explore God’s trustworthiness, it’s important 
to keep in mind that trust is more than a subject to be examined, it’s 
meant to be a lived reality. My prayer is that God will give us the 
grace to trust Him more.  

Theologians talk about three components of God’s integrity; they are 
as follows: (1) God is true; (2) God speaks the truth; and, (3) God is 
proved true. Let’s look at each one in turn. 
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(1) God is true (there is nothing false about Him): Millard Erickson 
writes, “The basic dimension of the divine integrity is God's 
genuineness…God is real; he is not fabricated or constructed or 
imitation, as are all the other claimants to deity.”  1

The Bible frequently extols this aspect of God’s trustworthiness by 
comparing Him with the so-called-gods of the nations. In  
Psalms 115:4-8, the futility of worshipping idols is expressed in the 
following way: “their idols are silver and gold, made by human 
hands. 5 They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but cannot see. 
6 They have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but cannot smell. 7 They 
have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but cannot walk…8 Those who 
make them will be like them, and so will all who trust in them.” 

In Jeremiah 10, the prophet makes a similar point, the gods of the 
nations are utterly false, “But the Lord is the true God; he is the 
living God, the eternal King.”   2

illus: Three years ago, when Pastor Paul and Jina were married in 
Korea, the wedding photographer offered a service by which 
significant post-production edits could be made to the wedding 
photos. When Paul and Jina received their photos back, they didn’t 
even recognize themselves. I don’t know who these people are, but 
it’s definitely not us. In the end, they had to ask for pictures that 
actually looked like them. 

There is nothing false or fabricated about God. In John 17:3, Jesus 
refers to His heavenly Father as “the only true God”. Erickson 
writes, “In a world in which so much is artificial, our God is real. He 
is what He appears to be.”  And so He can be trusted. 3

(2) God speaks the truth: No matter the subject, be it Himself, or 
anything in the created order, what God says is the way things are.  

In 1 Samuel 15:29, The prophet Samuel describes God in the 
following way, “The Glory of Israel will not lie or repent; for he is 
not a man, that he should repent”. In Titus 1:2, Paul speaks of the 
God ‘who never lies’. In John 17:17, Jesus speaks of God’s word as 
being the “truth”.  

When taken together, the witness of the Scriptures is not only that 
God does not lie—He doesn’t—but more, He cannot lie; it goes 
against His nature. We deceive in order to protect ourselves, or to 
exert some kind of control, or because we have something to hide. 
God, quite literally, has no reason to deceive. He doesn’t need to 
protect Himself. He doesn’t need to control anyone, for there is no 
threat to His purposes. And, He has nothing to hide.  

In the case of human persons, we might unintentionally say 
something untrue, stemming from our limited knowledge, but this is 
never the case with God. The Bible speaks about God as being 

 Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 289.1

 Jeremiah 10:10.2

 Erickson, 290.3

2



Jeremiah 10:10; 1 Samuel 15:29; Numbers 23:19; God Is Trustworthy       June 14, 2020

omniscient—all-knowing. God knows the past, present, and future; 
there is nothing that God does not know completely. And so, because 
God knows everything, because God has no reason to deceive, we 
can trust that what He says is true.  4

Let’s recap: First, God is true; He is real, genuine—He is what He 
appears to be. Second, God speaks the truth. And third… 

(3) God is proved true (which is to say, He is faithful): In Numbers 
23:19 we read, “God is not human, that he should lie, not a human 
being, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not 
act? Does he promise and not fulfill?” The implied answer to these 
questions is “no;” when God speaks, He acts—what He promises, He 
will do. In  1 Thessalonians 5:24, the Apostle Paul writes, “He who 
calls you is faithful, and he will do it”.  5

At times, we make promises that we fully intend to keep, but due to 
our limited capability or power, we are unable to follow through. It 
has less to due with our trustworthiness and more to do with being 
finite. But God is faithful—in every circumstance—because He is 
able. There is no situation in which anyone or anything can prevent 
Him from keeping His promises. 

God is able, and, He is also willing—His faithfulness is tied to His 
love for us. Two weeks ago, Pastor Brendan talked about God’s 
unconditional love, making reference to the Greek word “agape;” we 
neither earn, nor deserve God’s love—it is freely given. In the Old 

Testament, there is a particular Hebrew word that provides another 
angle into God’s “love;” it’s the word “hesed”.  

This kind of love is loyal, committed, and steadfast. Lamentations 
3:22-23 says, “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, 
for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is 
your faithfulness”. Psalm 36:5 says, “Your love, O Lord, reaches to 
the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies.” God is able to keep His 
promises, but He’s also willing—His love for us is loyal, committed, 
steadfast. 

So far I’ve said that (1) God is true (there’s nothing false about Him); 
(2) God speaks the truth (He represents things the way they really 
are); and, (3) God is proved true (He is faithful, He keeps His 
promises).  

Here’s the question: if what the Bible says about God is accurate, 
why do we struggle to trust God? 

Is it not because we have all experienced broken trust? Friends have 
spoken behind our back. We’ve been double-crossed by business 
partners. Bosses, leaders, or mentors have used their influence to 
manipulate. Promises were made and subsequently broken. No doubt 
each of you can call to mind a personal example.  

Often, our woundedness leads to suspicion, and suspicion leads to 
building walls: I can’t trust anyone but myself. 
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Suspicion is a powerful poison. Even Adam and Eve, before sin 
entered the world, before they had experienced hurt of any kind, fell 
prey to suspicion. The serpent made a few suggestions and suspicion 
took root. Can God really be trusted? He’s holding out on you. He 
doesn’t want you to know what He knows because knowledge is 
power. If He can keep you dependent, you’ll never be more than a 
minion.  

Though God was proved true, and the serpent proved a liar, suspicion 
is now in our bones. Like armchair quarterbacks and backseat 
drivers, we think we know better—could do better—if given the 
opportunity. Old Testament Professor, Iain Provain goes so far as to 
say that distrust in the goodness of God is at the heart of what’s 
wrong with the world.   6

Let me return to something I said earlier: the foundation for trust—in 
anyone—is their trustworthiness. God knows that we second-guess 
Him, He’s not blind to our suspicion, and He doesn’t love us any less 
because we struggle to trust. God is patient with us, He perseveres, 
His love is loyal, committed, steadfast.  

Though God has nothing to prove, He has proven His commitment to 
the world again and again. And the supreme example of this truth is 
found in the gift of the Lord Jesus Christ. Roman 8:32 reminds us 
that if God did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all, is 
there anything else that He would not gladly, freely, do for us?  

Implications: As I come to the end of my sermon, let’s explore a few 
implications of God’s trustworthiness.  

1. First, since God is true, let’s stop pursuing false gods. How 
foolish we are to pursue what cannot satisfy; it’s an exercise in 
futility. Beauty, popularity, wealth, success—these are the idols of 
our day. Jesus said that we can gain the whole world, and lose our 
soul in the process.  All that glitters is not gold.  7

Seek Him, worship Him, and you will find life. But if you chase after 
false idols, you will know the emptiness—the pain—of having 
everything and nothing. 

2. Second, since God speaks the truth, let’s do what He says.  

From an apologetic standpoint, we often employ a circular logic 
when it comes to describing, or defending, God. “God is love,” we 
say, “because God’s says He is love;” with such statements, we rest 
our case so to speak. But these truth statements about God can be 
tested in a manner of speaking. If God is love, and He has articulated 
a standard of love, then we can measure God against His own 
standard.  

Similarly, the Bible says that God speaks the truth, and we can test 
Him in this regard. For example, God has a lot to say about how to 
cultivate healthy relationships. In marriage, God commands sexual 
fidelity; exclusive loyalty to one’s spouse is key to cherishing and 
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protecting the relationship. Many have tested this truth, to the ruin of 
their marriage, and God has been proven true.  

In all relationships, God has spoken about the importance of 
forgiving others. But how many have tested this truth, holding on to 
bitterness, preferring instead to punish, to withhold blessing? And to 
what end? Are we not the ones who suffer? Many of us have learned 
the hard way that what God says is the way things are.  

God has much to say about life and death, about money, work, 
family, and faith; we would do well to align our lives with what He’s 
said. Aligning with the truth does not guarantee a pain-free life; we 
live in a broken world after all. But, in many cases, aligning with 
God’s truth does spare us from pain, and more, it allows us to live 
well, to live with purpose, and to find satisfaction. 

3. Finally, since God is proved true (He’s faithful), let’s hold on to 
what He has promised.  

When we speak about God’s faithfulness, it frequently elicits an 
emotional response. And why wouldn’t it? God’s faithfulness is not 
an abstract idea, it’s deeply personal. We cannot help but ask, Has 
God been faithful to me, and, to the ones I love? 

What does it mean for God to be faithful to us? Faithful to do what 
exactly? Faithful to what He has promised, no doubt, but what 
exactly has God promised? 

It seems to me that we often hold God ransom to our expectations. 
God, if You are good, loving, and faithful, then you will do x, y, and z. 
If God doesn’t come through in the way we expect, He is labelled 

“unreliable,” “powerless,” or “cruel”. Many of us hold on to a long 
list of “promises,” things we assume God has guaranteed, when in 
fact He has made no such promise. Here’s a few examples:  

• My relationships will remain peaceful, close, and unbreakable; 
• I, and the ones I love, will be protected from major injury and 

illness; 
• Because God loves me, my needs (and wants) will all be 

provided for; 
• God will ensure that I will feel happy (most of the time); 
• God will protect my reputation so that I will be honoured and 

respected among friends, family, co-workers, and community; 
• If I have to wait for God to act, the waiting period will be short 

and pain-free. 

I could keep going. God is faithful—to His own purposes, to what 
He’s actually promised—but all too often we judge God for not 
being faithful to what we would have Him do. Like the saints of old, 
we need to take the long view—God’s faithfulness cannot be judged 
on the basis of a single moment in time.  

It may look like my life is all put together, but I assure you that my 
life is as fragile as yours. I too have known trouble and suffered loss. 
I have loved and been rejected, I have done my best and failed, I 
have lost family members to death, I have prayed and not gotten 
what I’ve asked for. And through it all, God has been faithful. He has 
been my strength in weakness, He has been my guide in confusion, 
He provides hope when I despair. 

Hebrews 11:1 says, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for  
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and certain of what we do not see.” By this definition, faith involves 
trust—hope—in what we cannot see. What makes this faith possible, 
even rational, is the character of the One in whom we trust. God is 
true, He speaks the truth, and what He says He will do.  

God has promised to save us—in the ultimate sense—from sin and 
death. He has promised to transform, nourish, strengthen, and guide 
us as we walk with Him. He has promised that nothing can separate 
us from His love. The promise is the when we pray, He hears us, and 
responds. In difficulty, He promises to be by our side. And He has 
promised that one day, He will dry every tear. In fact, on that day, 
and every day after, there will be nothing to cry about. All that is 
wrong with the world will be made well; joy and peace will be our 
constant companions. 

He who has promised is faithful. I wonder, are we holding on to our 
expectations, or, are we holding on to Him?  

In a few moments we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper together, but 
before we do, please bow your head with me as I pray. 

The Lord’s Supper 

At this time I’d like to invite the worship team to come and join me 
on stage. 

As we consider the trustworthiness of God, let me invite you to look 
to the cross. At the cross, we see the love and holiness of God in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Jesus went to the cross through no fault of His 

own; He did not die for His own transgressions. Hanging on these 
cruel timbers, Jesus bore our wounds, our guilt, our shame.  

The innocent Son of God, dying for our sake…ask yourself, what 
more could God give? And if God did not spare His only Son, but 
gave Him up for us all, will He not also be faithful to nourish, to 
strengthen, and to guide us?  

On the night He was betrayed, “Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take 
and eat; this is my body.’ Then he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. This is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.’”  8

Did you notice the word “covenant”? God has bound Himself to 
humanity with a promise…all who look to Jesus, who trust in Jesus, 
will be forgiven and adopted into His family. God is faithful; what 
He has said, He will do.  

I’d like to invite those watching at home, if you haven’t already done 
so, take out your bread and grape juice (or wine). And for those 
gathered here in person, please take the bread and cup that you 
received as you entered. The body of Christ was broken for you; the 
blood of Christ was shed for you. Let us partake together. 

Worship  

Benediction

 Matthew 26:26-28.8
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