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Pastor Justin 

August 27, 2017 

Good morning my name is Pastor Justin. If you weren’t here a couple of weeks ago when I 

brought the message, I talked about three areas that God convicted me about while I was on 

my Sabbatical. One was in the area of rest, another was about getting to know newcomers, and 

then I talked about the gospel and the difference that it makes in a community of believers, and 

how I see a difference between what I read in scripture and what I see in churches across North 

America, including here. This week I want to dive a bit deeper into that third topic a bit more 

because there is a lot more that God spoke to me about. 

Late last year, I was putting my daughter to bed. We were lying in bed talking, and Allison asked 

me a great question. She said “Dad, if God is everywhere, why do we say that He is in our 

heart? If He is everywhere, wouldn’t he be in everyone’s heart?” Good question! So I explained 

to her that it’s sort of a figure of speech we use to explain God’s presence in us. The Bible often 

says that Jesus lives in us; like in Galatians 2:20 “I am crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I 

who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.” Although God is everywhere, his presence can be in 

certain places in a different way. Almost like a special concentration of his presence. And she 

was good with that answer, but it stirred me to start thinking about God’s presence. And at the 

same time, in the way God often works, I was meeting with Logan and we were going through 

the book ‘Multiply’ together and we came to a chapter on God’s presence. Which then got me 

thinking about the history and theology of God’s presence. And it’s really interesting.  

In the Old Testament, we see Moses encountering God at the burning bush and then after 

wandering the desert with the Israelites, they come to Mount Sinai where God’s presence was 

at the top where he descended in cloud and like fire. The people were terrified to go near the 

mountain for fear of dying because they were not pure. And Moses would go up the mountain 

to meet with God and when he would spend time in the presence of God, his face would glow 

with God’s glory. Then God instructed them to build the Ark (a box of symbolic items, with two 

cherubim on the top facing a seat called the mercy seat). God told them that his presence (in 

some unique way) would be above the mercy seat. Then they would carry the Ark – with God’s 

presence- anywhere they went. And when they brought it into battle and they would win 

because God was with them. Then God instructed them to create the tabernacle, a portable 

temple where the ark could be placed, and Moses could meet with God. He could go and be in 

God’s presence there. And when they moved to a new place, they could pack up the 

tabernacle, and God gave them specific instructions on how to carry the ark, and who could 

carry it, because God’s very real presence rested on the ark, and God’s holiness was so pure 

that if someone impure was to come into God’s presence, they would die. And they weren’t 

just scared of ghost stories, this was real. People saw it. There’s a recorded instance where one 
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person carrying the Ark started to drop it and a nearby person tried to catch it and stop it from 

falling and they instantly died because of God’s holiness. His holiness and power are very real in 

a nearly tangible way.  

Fast forward to Solomon building the temple. The Ark was placed in the temple (in the Holy of 

Holies), and God’s glory filled the temple like a cloud - to the point where they couldn’t do their 

work because it was so thick. The ark was in the holy of holies and only the high priest could go 

in after being purified, and some Jewish references from the 13th century suggest that they 

might even started to tie a rope around the High Priest in case he died while in there. The holy 

of holies was separated from the rest of the people by huge curtain.  

Then Jesus comes along. He, God in flesh. He said he would tear down the temple and rebuild it 

in three days. He then dies on a cross and rises again three days later, fulfilling the 

requirements of the law. And when he died on the cross, the land went dark, the earth shook, 

and that veil that separated God’s presence from the people was torn in two. This symbolized 

that there was no longer a barrier between the people of faith and God. And after Pentecost, 

God’s Spirit came to rest with people. And now we as believers, who have been made pure 

through the blood of Christ, are the new temple of God. Paul says in 1st Corinthians “Or do you 

not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?” 

This verse is about far more than just treating your body well, it’s reminding us that God’s 

presence now rests in us – WE are the new holy of holies where God chooses to rest. The same 

presence that was like fire on the mountain, that people who were not pure could not come in 

contact with. The same powerful presence that went with the Israelites into battle and ensured 

their victory. That same mighty presence that made Moses’ face glow. This mighty powerful 

holy presence is in each believer. The power of Christ flowing in and through us. Paul says in 

Romans 8: “You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells 

in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is 

in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If 

the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 

Jesus[d] from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in 

you.” 

God then speaks to us directly, prompting us to go share the gospel with someone, or go serve 

and help someone, or tells us to give sacrificially, to love others, and use our time wisely.  

And yet…many live as though Christ living in us is not real.  

They say “I don’t have the gift of evangelism, I can’t share the gospel. Or I am not skilled in that 

area, so I can’t serve there or help that person, or I have to stick to the budget – I don’t have 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28112d
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extra money to give, and I certainly don’t have the time to spend loving others – people can be 

a lot of work and time.  

Paul said to the Corinthians “Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 

you?” (2 Cor 5) Brothers and sisters, we have to remember that Christ dwells in you! Of course 

we say that don’t have the gift, or the time or the resources. Apart from Christ we can do 

nothing! But in Christ all things are possible – He will be with you, and give you the words to 

speak, he will provide all that you need to give, he already owns everything, and when God 

prompts us to spend our time loving others, there should be nothing that is a higher priority for 

our time.  

It’s one thing for me to stand up here and say this, but it’s another thing to live it out.  

In Acts chapter 2 (You can turn there now- Acts 2:42) we see an example of the early church 

who seem to be doing church right. In the New Testament we see some churches doing it 

poorly, like the Corinthians, but here we have what almost seems like a recipe for doing church 

well. And it’s not just a fantasy or an unreachable ideal, but this is completely attainable. Let’s 

read it together. Turn to Acts chapter 2, starting in verse 42, and pay attention to each of the 

different things it says they did together:  

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 

being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in 

common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 

proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 

bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God 

and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those 

who were being saved. 

There is lots here. We see that they were devoted to hearing the teachings of the apostles, 

being with each other, eating together, prayer, sharing possessions, and meeting in homes. 

Typically churches formulaically do some aspect of these elements regularly.  We pray, eat, 

listen, give. We do those things, but yet somehow when I read this I see a big difference from 

what I read hear and how I see the church. This past week Sherry asked a great question in staff 

meeting and asked, when you think about our church, what pieces from this passage do you 

think are lacking or missing? What do you think? Let me read it again:  

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 

being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in 

common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
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proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 

bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God 

and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those 

who were being saved. 

Some things that strike me are not the procedural elements, but more the underlying tone. 

Statements like “they were devoted”. Devoted to the teaching. Devoted to the fellowship, and 

eating together. Devoted to praying. Every soul was in “awe” as they saw what God was doing 

among them. It says that all who believed were “together” and gives us a sense of deep unity. 

They didn’t just give to those in need, but they sold stuff to make it happen. People gave 

sacrificially – in ways that cost them. People give like that when they love. They got together 

“day by day” not just once a week and show up for an hour. They were glad and generous, 

praising God, and as a result of their deep love for each other, people around them saw that 

love and it says they had favor with all the people. That means people saw them and went 

‘wow!’ because they saw a difference in them. And people saw Christ through their love for 

eachother and the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.  

But there is an underlying tone that flows through these verses that I think is missing from 

many churches. And when I was on Sabbatical, God prompted me to face this fact. And this was 

very hard for me. Because I LOVE the church. And I am a defender of the church. When people 

criticise the body of Christ, I leap to our defense (as if God needs it), and I reason away choices 

that are made, and I point out the ways God is at work among us, and the many incredible 

things God does every day through His people. I highlight individuals who pour out their time 

and resources, those who care so deeply that people are cared for. I will talk about that we 

have a small group that gathers every week to pray for our church because they believe and 

know that God listens to and answers prayer. And others who meet together in small groups, 

those who meet to do ministry, those who pour their time into student ministry or children’s 

ministry, and some even who share their faith in the Gospel fearlessly with anyone who will 

listen. And yet. Like I mentioned a couple of weeks ago. There’s just not enough people who do 

this. Not that God doesn’t work among us –we can’t stop him, but it’s too few. Only some 

people. And lots of people only do these things to a small degree – as long as it’s convenient 

and doesn’t cost them too much money or time. And it hurt me to face the reality that there 

are some serious shortcomings. To sum them up, I would say we call short on how much we 

love God. How much we love each other, and how devoted we are to the mission of spreading 

the Gospel.  

This passage then becomes a mirror. That we can look into and see our reflection back. Are we, 

God’s people here at SVBC, ‘devoted to the God’s teaching?’ Are we devoted to being in 

‘fellowship’ with one another?” Are we devoted the ‘breaking of bread’ and are we ‘devoted to 
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prayer’?  Are we in awe when we see all that God is doing among us, are we even paying 

attention to what God is doing? Are we giving to all who have need among us to the point that 

it’s sacrificial? Are we meeting day by day, doing life together with gladness and generous 

hearts? Are we praising God for what he does, or are we claiming credit for ourselves and 

saying look at all the sacrifice I’ve given. Does Sturgeon valley have favor with people 

throughout St. Albert who interact with us? And is God regularly adding to our number daily 

those who are being saved?  

Now the answer to these questions is not all a bunch of no’s. But for me, in my journey through 

this. God pointed out to me the juxtaposition of what we should be and what we are. And I put 

down a list of each of these areas where we fall short as a community or just don’t do enough. 

And I wondered what I could do to help us become the beautiful bride of Christ. I even talked to 

Andrea one evening and laid out what God was convicting me of, and said “God has placed me 

here in this church, at this time, and I can’t just do nothing”. And I stewed on what I could do. I 

know the answer is not just another program, or discipleship class, but what does it take to 

move a community be more devoted to loving God, devoted to loving each other and devoted 

to the mission? And then, God punched me in the gut. The Holy Spirit revealed to me that he 

was not talking about SVBC, but that he was talking to me.  

I was not loving God the way I should. I had grown tired and guarded when in came to loving 

others. I had grown comfortable in my pursuit of the mission, seeing it as only in the framework 

of the youth ministry and in the church, instead of my literal neighbors, friends and family. My 

discontent was with myself. The sprit reminded me that I cannot change anyone. Only He can 

do that. The only thing I can do is to fall more in love with Jesus, more in love with God’s word. 

To pursue him and his mission. To invite others and love them in a way that costs me. To look at 

the people around me in my life, outside of a ministry setting, and look for ways to share the 

life changing message of the Gospel.   

If I can love God deeper, love others more, and continue to pursue the mission both in the 

ministry, as well as in my life, then others might see God’s love in me and see Christ. Jesus said 

in John 13 (34-35) … love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 

another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 

I want God’s people to become all that God intended. But all I can do is work on my relationship 

with God, and how I live out an obedient life, and that in turn may be used to show someone 

the love of Christ. Church if you desire for us to be like this example we read about, we can all 

do one thing. Fall in love with God more and more. Get into the scriptures, learn about him, 

follow him, pray to him, ask him to change you, and be obedient to all he asks of you.  As you 

do that, you will find yourself loving others more, and pursuing the mission with greater 
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fervency. As you do that, you will find yourself in awe of what he is doing in our midst, giving 

sacrificially, finding favor in the eyes of unbelievers, leading people to the foot of the cross, and 

being filled with gladness. Now you may already be living this way – I know that some of you 

are! Continue on being used by God, loving sacrificially. We see what God is doing through you. 

And don’t get comfortable, but press on! 

And imagine. Imagine if we were a church, a group of believers who actually lived like we 

actually knew and believed in this message we claim to know. Imagine if we were no longer 

okay with mediocrity in how we follow Jesus. Imagine if more of us lived and loved like we have 

been called to here. Imagine if we let Christ’s presence in us flow out of us as we walk in step 

with the Spirit. Imagine if we lived as though we were on mission, reaching out to our 

neighbors, friends and family, telling them the about the God who saved us and inviting them 

to come and see.  

I am so excited to see what God will do through us. I believe that SVBC will stand out. I believe 

that people will see Jesus through the simplest encounters. I believe that God’s love will spread 

like wild fire throughout St. Albert and people will be saved. I really believe that. But it starts 

with you and it starts with me: Deciding and committing to let God grow us in these things by 

rooting ourselves in Him. Jesus said in John 15 If you abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is glorified, that 

you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I 

loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 

as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken 

to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

Let’s Pray 

 

 

Benediction Ephesians 3:14-21 

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family[c] in heaven 

and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 

strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in 

your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength 

to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and 

to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness 

of God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=eph+3&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29250c
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20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to 

the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 

generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

 


