
 

 

Notices for January 10, 2021 
 
Dear lovely people of St Philip’s, 
 
When I spoke about longing and fear as two responses to epiphany in last Sunday’s sermon, I 
had no idea that the scenario envisioned would come true in the way that it did in the US 
capital on the very feast day of Epiphany! The scenes of a violent mob storming the Capitol 
Building, egged on by the President, were shocking. The picture of the President hunkered 
down safe and sound in the White House calls to mind the image of a fearful Herod isolated 
from the outside world in his palace in the light of the news of the birth of the Christ Child. Both 
Trump and Herod fear the coming loss of power, and fear the repercussions of the loss of 
status. Both lashed out in a violent rage by use of proxy. 
 
By comparison, legislators from both sides of the house responded to this most shocking 
epiphany by returning to the house and getting their job done, confirming the truth that Joe 
Biden won the 2020 election. In moving speeches Senators from both sides denounced the use 
of violence and heralded the freedom of the people to choose who governs them in safe, free 
and fair elections.  
 
Yet there are other epiphanies to learn from this terrible episode. First and foremost is that 
democracy, so often taken for granted by people in the West, is so very fragile. History teaches 
that it doesn’t take much to completely undermine even a very mature liberal democracy. No 
one could have imagined that four years after being democratically elected to the Reichstag, 
Hilter would become dictator of Germany, with devastating consequences. The parallels could 
not be more stark. Upon election, Hitler set about undermining the free press, questioned the 
legitimacy of key institutions of state, and used bully boy tactics to intimidate opponents 
underpinned by a fanatical and violent racist base. May we all beware. 
 
What is needed now by those in positions of power in the States and elsewhere is the wisdom 
shown by the Magi. They came to realise that the hope that had inspired them to leave their 
country and travel into the unknown was not to be found in the person of a ‘King’ whose only 
response is to incite hate, fear and distrust. Instead, they found their hope in a child born in a 
stable, whose mother’s song envisions a very different world, one that her baby would grow up 
to embody and one that violence, fear and even death can never suppress. 

 
Epiphanytide blessings to you all. 
 
Love and Prayers, 
 
Stuart 
 

 
 
 



 

 

DATES TO NOTE 
 

Sun Jan 10 Baptism of the Lord  10am online 
 https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/blog 

 Join us for Zoom coffee at 11am https://zoom.us/j/454815164 
Sun Jan 17 Second Sunday after Epiphany  10am online 
 https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/blog 
Mon Jan 18 Annual Reports Deadline 
Tues Jan 19 Trustees Meeting 

Thurs Jan 21  Register for Transforming Questions 
Tues Jan 26  Parish Council Meeting 
Thurs Jan 28  Transforming Questions via Zoom 7pm 
   https://www.vancouver.anglican.ca/pages/transforming-questions 
Sat Feb 20  Deadline for nominations for Parish Council – 4pm 
Sun Feb 21  Annual Vestry Meeting, virtual, details to follow 
 
  
WEBSITE WORSHIP   Sundays at 10:00am 
Join Stuart and others in Sunday morning Website Worship and follow along with the order of 
service delivered to you. The services are recorded and posted by Saturday evening, so you can 
watch and revisit them at your convenience.  
St Philip’s will continue to offer online worship for the many worshippers who cannot attend in 
person or who live afar. Visit https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/blog 

Join us for Zoom coffee at 11am https://zoom.us/j/454815164 
 
OTHER WAYS TO CONNECT - 
MIDDAY PRAYERS - Mondays to Thursdays, via Zoom, 12 Noon 
Join Stuart for Midday Prayers. Whether you are at home or busy at work, this 20 min service 
will help you relax and reconnect with yourself, your community, and your Creator… 
https://zoom.us/j/98044347032?pwd=NjdlQmg5bTc4Ym9GajdYL1BZNCtBZz09  
To join by phone, dial 778-907-2071  Meeting ID: 980 4434 7032  
 
PRAYER, CARE AND SHARE - Wednesdays via Zoom at 10:00 AM  
On your computer, click the link at 10:00 AM https://zoom.us/j/2939572088  
To join the gathering by phone, dial 778-907-2071. The meeting ID is 2939572088. 
 
PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers at this time: Ron Ramsay, Sally Antrobus 
and her family, Ann Halfnights, Penny Francis and family, Greg, Maura and Brian, Nancy, Tracy 
and family, Larry Hoad and Mike Lane, Brenda Harrison, Sarah Burns, Jan Alexander, Mia 
Salamito, Diana Bragg and Family, Hazel Maunder, and Min’s sister Jill and Min’s advocate 
Dorothy McNaughton.  
 
Let us pray for those who have died, The Rev. David Hawkins, Ken Crookall, Eve Alexander, and 
for their friends and family bereaved by their loss.  
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ANNUAL REPORTS – Attention Committee Chairs 
The deadline for Annual Reports is noon on Monday, January 18. Please submit your 
committee reports to the office no later than noon, so that Pat may begin compiling the report. 
 
TRANSFORMING QUESTIONS – Jan. 28 – Apr. 15, 2021  7pm 
After a successful pilot of this course last summer, Transforming Questions returns in January 
2021. The pandemic has stirred up basic questions about life, faith, purpose, and God. In 11 
sessions, we will seek to move deeper by engaging in some of faith’s most basic questions. Let's 
gather for prayer, a presentation, and then join in small-group discussion. Through listening and 
sharing, we will wrestle with these foundational questions in each other's company. As we do 
so, we will learn more about ourselves, one another, and the Jesus we are seeking. 
Dates: Thursdays, 7pm, starting January 28, 2021. Session length: 60-75 minutes 
Place: Zoom 
Who is it for: adults (16+) preparing for baptism, confirmation, reception into the Anglican 
Church, or reaffirmation of baptismal vows; those exploring faith for the 1st or the 50th time. 
Attendance: Sessions are related to and build upon one another, so this is not a drop-in course. 
Please register in advance as you are encouraged to attend all of the sessions. You can request 
to be in a small group with someone you know. Deadline to Register: January 21, 2021 
Questions? Contact The Reverend Jessica Schaap, Missioner for Christian Formation 
Registration:  https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUoduyhqDIvG9X0Tz7QGwuKBx-cQVBcejwM 
 
Any Calligraphers out there? 
We are looking for someone to create pages for the Memorial Garden book.  If you are 
interested or know someone that would like to perform this important service, please contact 
Pat at the office. manager@stpdunbar.com 
 
STEWARDSHIP 2021: It’s not too late! 
Please pledge as generously as you can in this time of lost rentals, curtailed fundraising, and 
suspended in-person events. We need to support St Philip’s everyday expenses and ministries 
even when we cannot attend in person. For the 2020 budget, Finance used an identified giver 
list of 82 pledgers and 29 regular donors. To date, Paul Harrison has recorded 58 pledges for 
2021. If you’re running late or this is new for you, we look forward to your pledge.  
Call Pat in the office if you need assistance: 604-224-3238 
 
Neighbourhood Ministry 
Thank you everybody for your kind donations throughout the whole of 2020. Your donations 
continued to come in despite the fact that the church was closed for much of the year. Once a 
month, St Philip's provides the food supplies for the street visits and due to the generosity of 
our parish members, we have been able to provide winter clothing and often sleeping bags 
weekly!  Below is the report from the last outing out from St Philip's in 2020. Upon reading it 
you will see how your donations make a positive impact and how much they are appreciated. 
 

Donation requests 
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• Disposable face masks and small bottles of hand sanitizer, 

• Sleeping bags, sleeping pads, tarps and can openers 

• Fleeces, winter jackets, gloves, rain pants, men's underwear (size M & L),  

• Long underwear, sports socks, boots (sizes 9-11),   

• Juice boxes, fruit cups, puddings, soft cereal and protein bars, canned meat and fish. 

• Donations for the Marpole Food Bank, which we drop off every two weeks. 

Neighbourhood Ministry Report for Dec 19th 
 
Suzi N and I, Joanne V. headed out fully loaded with Christmas packets in nylon tote bags, 
sandwiches, fruit, cooked eggs, Christmas cookies, lots of fleece jackets, other outer clothing, 
sleeping bags, sleeping mats, heavy plastic bags for covering the sleeping bags, toques, 
waterproof gloves and tight fitting work gloves for binning, boots, men’s long underwear, and 
extra masks all provided by St Philip’s . Fortunately, we had 2 wheeled carts to help us move 
this considerable load around. 
 
At 4th and Highbury St, a growing group awaited our arrival: T., Dv., Rb., Br., Mv., Ar., An. 
gratefully accepted the food, packets, gloves. An additional packet of food and a coat was given 
to An. for his wife. They all were happy to receive gloves. Sleeping bags were given to: Mv., An., 
Rb. & Dv. Dv, An & Mv delighted in a new can openers. They thanked us profusely, sent 
enthusiastic Christmas wishes to us and all the NM Teams, and special good wishes to ‘the 
Reverend’. 
 
At Whole Foods, on 4th we met a pleasant P. on his usual corner. He took a packet, and food; 
sent his good Christmas wishes. In front of the Shopper’s across the street, we met with D 
whom we did not know before. He most gratefully accepted a packet, all the food, plus a 
sleeping mat, gloves, masks. We informed him of the weekly NM Team visits to watch for. He 
was very thankful. 
 
At the VSB Park, J greeted us. He accepted a packet, food, and toque. He also expressed special 
thanks and Christmas wishes. In the lane, east of Granville St, we met with a familiar 
acquaintance whose name escaped us. He was cheery, accepted the packet and food gratefully. 
He took gloves, long underwear, and a fleece. 
 
As we walked past the McDonald’s on Broadway heading back towards Granville, we glanced 
inside and were recognized by a young fellow quickly exiting to see us. It was An. followed by 
his girlfriend Sm who were for a few weeks camped in the Granville Bus Loop park. Next An and 
Sm led us to the back side of the city building at 7th and Pine where C. was sleeping rough. He’s 
a young man, polite and well-spoken who could hardly believe his eyes at what we were 
offering him. He most gratefully accepted a sleeping mat, sleeping bag, gloves, hat, extra socks, 
boots. He expressed his gratitude profusely. We informed him about the weekly NM Teams to 
look for on Saturday mornings. He was in such need and so grateful for the extra items of 
comfort we happened to have this week. 
 
At the Wawanesa building, we met Je and Jm. They were most appreciative of the special 



 

 

Christmas packets, and food. Js took long underwear & gloves, Jm took gloves. At the Tim 
Horton’s on Broadway in Kits, we saw St’s gear, but he wasn’t around. We left him a packet 
loaded with the last of the food items and tucked it safely, we hope, under some of his things. 
 
 Staying Close While We’re Apart, 
Stuart Hallam (Rector), Debbie Matheson, Brian Mix, Diana Bragg, and Suzi Noetzel (Wardens)  


