
 November 20, 2016 / John 15:1-17  
“For Our Joy”  
 
“All that we call human history—money, poverty, ambition, war, prostitution, 
classes, empires, slavery—is the long terrible story of man trying to find 
something other than God which will make him happy” [C.S. Lewis, Mere 
Christianity]. Simply put, the driving motive in history is the desire for happiness. 
All sin, from slavery to prostitution to racism to terrorism to extortion to the sparks 
that ignite world wars—all are driven by a desire for happiness apart from God. 
[The Joy Project, pg 18].  
 
“I have told you this [“these things”] so that my j oy may be in you and that 
your joy may be complete” (John 15:11)  
 
1. Joyful Jesus [“my joy”]  

• Typical view of Jesus: stoical, boring?  
• The Gospels include a number of Jesus’ emotions—love, joy, grief, 

compassion, anger, gratitude, wonder, desire, loneliness, perplexity, alarm, 
dismay and despondency (see Mark 10:21; John 11:5; Luke 10:21; John 
11:33-36; Matt. 20:34; Mark 1:41; 3:5; 8:6; Luke 7:9; 22:15; Mark 14:33; 
Luke 12:50; John 12:27).  

• The joy of Jesus:  
o “At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said…” [Luke 

10:21].  
o “…and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And 

a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I 
am well pleased” [Luke 3:22].  

• The joy of Jesus is the joy of the Son of God—the greatest, deepest joy in 
the universe. There is no greater joy.  

 
2. Joyful Christians [“so that my joy may be in you ”]  

• Jesus wants us to be joyful, he wants to put joy “inside of us”  
• Jesus is more interested in, committed to and desir ous for our joy than 

we are.  
• How does this happen?—believing, abiding in and doing “these things” that 

Jesus has said:  



“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends” (verse 
13).  
 

“…fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set 
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2).  

 
“I no longer call you servants…Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you (verse 14-15).  
 
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go 
and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you” (verse 16).  
 
3. Full / Complete Joy  

• “Perfect joy”…a sign of the messianic age  
 
Recommended Free Resource—“The Joy Project”: 
http://www.desiringgod.org/books/the-joy-project  


