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Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church 
“Christian Counterculture: Life Focus” 
Scripture: Matthew 6:25-34, Exodus 16:2-15 
Hymns:  God is here! As we your people meet; Seek ye first 625; All who hunger, 
gather gladly 534; Sent forth by your blessing 775 
March 1 2015  
Annual General Meeting 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
Twice a week it arrives at my doorstep. 
 And I’m happy to receive it. 

I often dig into it while I’m eating my lunch. 
 
Do you know what I’m talking about? 

You may have guessed it: 
  The Vancouver Courier. 
 
Now I don’t know about you 
 But I rarely read the front page. 
  I rarely read the second page. 
   I don’t even bother with the cartoons. 
 
What I relish about this paper 

Is the mountain of inserts: the advertisements. 
 
There are advertisements for food: 
 Bonus airmiles at Safeway. 
  There are advertisements for clothing: 
   New collections at the Bay. 
 
There are advertisements 

For electronics (Futureshop and Best Buy). 
There are even ads for the liquor barn. 

 
For whatever reason I enjoy seeing  
 All that the world has to offer. 
  And when my wife Amy comes home, 
   She does the same thing. 
 
 

We live in a land of affluence. 
 Most of us will NEVER go hungry or naked. 
 
But despite having more than we need 
 We never seem to lose that anxiety, 
  That focus and preoccupation 
   on our basic needs.  
 
Even when our closets and cupboards are full, 
 Food and drink and clothing  
  Remains front and center in our thinking. 
 
If you disagree with me 
 Just consider this: 

Have you already been wondering 
   What we’re having for lunch in the Church Hall? 
 
Well in today’s Bible lesson 
 Jesus addresses this concern, this preoccupation. 
  And he offers a number of good arguments 
   Why we should not get wrapped up 

And worried about these things. 
 
His first argument 
 Goes from the greater to the lesser: 
  “Is not life more than food, 
   And the body more than clothing?” 
 
All to say that if God takes care of life 
 And our bodies in all their mystery and complexity 
  (think of the miracle of your own birth) 
   Can we not trust God to feed us and clothe us? 
 
That’s worth thinking about… 
 
But Jesus is only getting started. 
 He then makes another argument 
  This time moving from the lesser to the greater: 
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“Look at the birds of the air… 
 You heavenly Father feeds them… 
  Are you not more valuable than they?” 
 
All to say that “if the Creator cares for his creatures, 
 We may be even more sure that [our] Father 
  [, our loving Heavenly Father] 
   Will care for [us].”i  
 
Jesus offers us more food for thought… 
 
But if you’re not already being convinced, 
 Jesus adds some additional arguments, 
  From both wisdom and providence. 
 
Jesus reminds us that our anxiety  

about our material needs and comforts 
  Is a fruitless preoccupation:  

“can any of you by worrying 
    Add a single hour to your span of life?” 
 
And he reminds us that God is already aware 
 Of our needs and our concerns: 
  “indeed you heavenly Father knows 
   You need all these things.” 
 
Jesus offers us different arguments 
 To remind us that we are being cared for. 
 
Most of us already know this. 
 We live in a land of great wealth. 
 
We may not be millionaires but we won’t be getting Monday’s lunch 

At a downtown soup kitchen.  
Nor will we be looking for new shoes 

At the Sally Anne. 
 

But just in case we think that this passage 
Has nothing to say to us 

Jesus offers yet another argument 

   Which addresses our continued focus 
    On those basic needs. 
 
Basic needs that we have turned into hobbies: 
 Chasing the latest fashions, 
  Dining at the best new restaurants. 
Jesus tells us not to worry about these things, 
 Not to strive for these things. 
 
In order to clear the decks 

For a better preoccupation: 
“But strive for the kingdom of God 

   And his righteousness…” 
 
We don’t always recognise it, 
 But there is an opportunity cost 
  For everything that we do, 
   Everything we commit to. 
 
Set you hearts on one thing 
 And you won’t always have the time, 

or the energy,  
or the focus for another. 
 

And Jesus would have us devote our best energy 
 to life’s most important concerns. 
 
In half an hour we will be heading over to the church hall. 
 For another gathering of the church family, 
  Our annual general meeting. 
 
During that time we will hear 
 About the good things  
  That God is doing among us. 
 
And we will also hear about challenges: 
 Like a pressing needs for volunteers 
  And yet another deficit budget. 
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Like our focus on food and clothing, 
 These challenges can be a source of anxiety. 
  And they can become an unhealthy preoccupation. 
 
Don’t get me wrong. 
 They need to be addressed with diligence. 
 
God feeds the birds. 
  “But the way in which he does so  

in not by stretching out to them a divine hand  
filled with food,  

 
but by providing in nature  

the wherewithal to feed themselves.”ii  
 
These do needs must be addressed  

They need to be addressed with wisdom 
And diligence, 

 
but Jesus wouldn’t have them be our main focus 
 of our communal life. 
 
As today’s Gospel passage reminds us 

Jesus would have us acknowledge God’s ongoing provision… 
   
So that we can focus on those activities 

 that our budget and volunteers are supporting: 
  God’s mission in and through this place. 
 
Believe it or not 
 Here at Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church, 
  We have a history of trusting in God’s ongoing provision. 
   We have a good legacy of focusing on God’s kingdom. 
 
Over sixty years ago this congregation 
 Was meeting in a different sanctuary, 
  A sanctuary that was situated on Trafalgar St 
   where the Manse now stands. 
 
 

That sanctuary was much smaller. 
 And that sanctuary was busy. 
 
In that sanctuary there were two Sunday morning services. 
 Extra chairs were stuffed into its nooks and crannies 
  So that everyone could get a seat. 
 
Not a bad challenge. 

But how would they ever meet it? 
 
As it turns out,  

a friend of the congregation, 
  Who owned the property beneath us 
   Had the foresight to see that this property  

might one day be useful for God’s kingdom. 
 
And she wrote in her will 
 That Kerrisdale Presbyterian be given  
  The option to purchase the land when she died. 
 
 
She died tragically, at an early age, 
 And in 1950 the church was presented this opportunity 
  to buy the land 
   to build a new sanctuary 
    to start a new life on 41st Ave. 
 
Seems easy enough, 
 But land in Kerrisdale has always been expensive. 
 
While some church members had deep pockets 
 There were many working class people. 
 
So how would they manage? 
 How would they reach this goal? 
 
In the end the money came in, 
 But maybe not how you’d expect it. 

The deal was made possible, in part, 
   When some members mortgaged their businesses. 
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Church construction followed 
 With a dedication in 1956.iii 
 
Now some might say 
 That our present sanctuary was overbuilt. 
  It’s definitely too large for us now. 
 
But we are no longer hidden in a quiet neighborhood 
 We have a storefront on a busy road. 
  We have the biggest parking lot in the area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

i John R. W. Stott The Sermon on the Mount 165 
ii John R. W. Stott  The Sermon on the Mount 166 

I wonder what is was like 
 For the congregation to risk that move from Trafalgar. 
  I wonder what it was like  
   For those individuals who took out 
    Loans against their livelihoods. 
 
I can only imagine 
 That they were leaning on God’s promises 
  Of ongoing provision. 
 
I can only imagine 
 That they were driven by a vision 
  Of God’s good future, of a kingdom that will never end. 
 
May we also learn to trust God. 
 And may we seek after God’s kingdom 
  And righteousness. 
 
Amen. 

iii Information from Kerrisdale Presbyterian’s ‘Golden Jubilee 1911-1961’ 
booklet and from a conversation with a long-time member. 

                                                           


