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Parish Officers Day takes a new approach
By Gisele McKniGht

A larger variety of topics deliv-
ered in short time spans was the 
format for the newly revamped 
Parish Officers Day, formerly 
known as wardens & Treasurers 
Day. 

it was held May 6 at st. John 
the evangelist church in Freder-
icton. Despite the rainy weather, 
about 97 people attended from 
all over the diocese. 

After Morning Prayer, cheryl 
Jacobs gave an overview of the 
DiMs tool that keeps track of 
people and groups in the dio-
cese.

By Gisele McKniGht

canon caleb Twinmatsiko was 
one of three guest speakers at 
this year’s annual Acw meet-
ing. it was held May 2-3 at st. 
Mark’s Anglican church in st. 
george, in the Archdeaconry 
of st. Andrews. Farraline Place 
administrator Judy O’Donnell 
and grand Bay Play Park Project 
chair Anna caines also spoke. 

canon caleb and his wife, 
hope, have been visiting the 
diocese for several weeks this 
spring. caleb is the assistant 
rector and headmaster of Bishop 
McAllister college in uganda. 
hope has an MA in psychol-
ogy and is a lecturer at kampala 
international university. she 
also lends counselling support 
to students at Bishop McAllister 
college. 

“Back home, if you want 
something done and done 
perfectly, you involved women,” 
caleb said in his speech. That 
statement drew enthusiastic ap-
plause from the Acw women.

he told them his father died 
when he was a boy and his 
mother raised him alone. she 
went to church daily, so he had 
to go along, whether he wanted 
to or not. 

“Now she is 96 years old and 
she still gives me instructions!” 
he said.

caleb has worked at Bishop 
McAllister college for 20 years, 
and before that, was a student 
there. he talked about the mess 

Bishop David Edwards preaches during the opening of the Anglican Church Women’s annual meeting, held this year at St. Mark’s Anglican 
Church in St. George, N.B. The May 2-3 gathering drew 96 women. 

Mcknight photo

“DiMs is an address book,” 
she said. “it helps us keep track 
of groups. we use it for statistics 
and financial reports too.”

chancellor David Bell gave 
an interesting talk on the legali-
ties of donations, bequeaths and 
fundraising. 

when money is donated with 
no strings attached, “it doesn’t 
mean the parish corporation 
can do absolutely anything with 
the money,” he said. “The parish 
corporation is responsible to 
spend it for lawfully charitable 
purposes — the advancement of 
religion.”

when money is donated or 

bequeathed for a specific pur-
pose, it must be spent for that 
purpose. The only way to change 
that is to go to court and have a 
judge decide. 

even so, the judge will keep 
the spirit of the original bequest 
in mind. For example, a judge 
might decide that money left 
for a sunday school than now 
doesn’t exist could be repur-
posed for youth projects. 

Parishes have a duty to invest 
money prudently and there are 
legal implications if a parish 
corporation violates the terms of 
a trust, a trust being money do-
nated or bequeathed with strings 

attached. 
when money is solicited for a 

specific purpose — for example, 
a mission trip — it must be 
spent on that trip, he said.  

“it means you have to be care-
ful when you solicit funds,” he 
said. “it’s best to build a certain 
flexibility into the solicitation.”

For example, organizers could 
devise a donor policy, making 
clear that if fundraising for the 
trip exceeds the need, the excess 
will be used for other mission 
projects. 

POD continued on page 2
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the summer months.

Treasurer irene Adams fol-
lowed up the chancellor with 
information on restricted funds 
and donor policies. 

she reiterated the chancel-
lor’s advice about having a donor 
policy visible on fundraising ma-
terials to address the spending of 
any extra money raised beyond 
the need. she advised putting a 
donor policy in annual reports, 
on signs in the church, in meet-
ing minutes, and on posters 
and pamphlets for any special 
fundraising events. 

irene also discussed the rules 
for writing charitable receipts. 

“Donations can only be used 
by the charity,” she said, adding 
that contributions given for the 
benefit of a specific individual 
generally do not give rise to the 
issuance of a taxable donation 
receipt.

The rental of a hall is not tax-
receiptable, she said, because the 
renter gets something of com-
mercial value in return.

Many parishes have raised 
money for syrian refugees, she 
said, adding it’s a good idea to 
remove the word “syrian” since 
that limits who the money can 
go to. A “parish refugee fund-
ing program” is a better way to 
describe such efforts.

The rev. canon ross hebb 
spoke on creating a church his-
tory, suggesting the w5 ques-
tions — who, what, where, when 
and why — are a good guide in 
deciding the scope of any history 
a parish produces. 

“Think beforehand what the 
project might be about. who 
would you be creating a par-
ish history for? what will it be 
about?” he said. 

he noted that parishes aren’t 
restricted to writing a traditional 
book. 

“written is not the only way 
you can do a church history,” he 
said, adding it could be a blog 
on a parish website or a video 
interview with parishioners and 
others telling the story of the 
parish.

he also gave several good 
sources to search for material 
that may be beneficial to those 
interested in a project.

safe church officer Allan 
Maclean gave a quick overview 
of safe church and answered 
questions. 

“safe church is about protect-
ing those who cannot protect 
themselves and implementing 
acceptable standards,” he said.

Joanna Aiton kerr gave a talk 

on parish record archiving. she 
works at the Public Archives of 
New Brunswick and is respon-
sible for all non-governmental 
records, including the Anglican 
Diocese of Fredericton, noting 
“the Anglican church records are 
an enormous collection.”

Much of the records are still 
in paper form, she said, though 
her dream is to digitize parish 
registers with the help of volun-
teers.

she gave a handy list of what 
parishes should send to the 
archives: vestry minutes; legal 
documents; property records; 
parish registers; architectural 
plans; photographs with iden-
tification of who, what, where, 
when, why; and programs from 
special services.

irene presented helpful in-
formation on insurance and the 
importance of valuations — the 
appraisal of parish buildings and 
their contents.

“Valuations put a dollar 
value on your buildings,” she 
said. “Valuations identify gaps 
between coverage and value.”

The diocesan insurance com-
pany conducts them as part of 
the insurance package, she said.

camp Medley director Maren 
Mclean Persaud discussed par-
ish sponsorship of campers and 
the camping ministry. she told 
several stories of camp’s impact 
on young people and how it has 
shaped and improved their lives, 
from helping them excel and 
gain confidence to completely 
turning their lives around.

“camp is a ministry central 
to who the church claims to be,” 

she said. “i challenge you to find 
any place else where parents 
trust us with their children for 
six straight days to tell them 
about Jesus.”

she said while other camps 
have new attention-grabbing 
features like ziplines, diocesan 
camps focus on relationships. 

she outlined online discount 
codes for parishes to use when 
registering campers they are 
sponsoring. 

“And if parishes have money 
but no children to attach it to, i 
will match that money up with 
campers!”

Maren asked for help with the 
gap that comes when the season 
is over. 

“At the end of the summer, 
our staff scatters,” she said. 
“we need to nurture our staff 
year-round. i have tons of ideas, 
simple ways parishes can get 
involved.”

she noted this year at camp 
Brookwood, which is celebrating 
its 50th anniversary, inner city 
Youth Ministry in saint John 
will send two groups of kids over 
two weeks, thereby doubling the 
number that will enjoy a week 
away from the city. 

camp Brookwood relies 
heavily on individual donations 
and the surrounding parishes to 
sponsor children. last year, 70 of 
121 campers were sponsored. 

Maren reminded everyone 
of the fundraising kitchen party 
at camp Medley planned for 
June 10. And finally, she taught 
all present a camp song to take 
home called God is Holding Your 
Life.

irene ended the day with a 
thank you and a reminder that 
this year, stewardship Day will 
be early — on sept. 9 — with the 
theme sharing in Mission. 

“There is a connection 
between our resources and the 
delivery of outreach missions,” 

she said.
Feedback from evaluation 

forms indicates that the new for-
mat was valuable and welcome. 
in particular, people noted the 
usefulness of presentations on 
trusts, funds, insurance and 
charitable donations.

POD continued from page 1

New format welcomed

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  Maren McLean Persaud, director 
of Camp Medley, leads music worship at Parish Officers Day May 6; 
Grilled cheese and tomato soup were on the menu, with help from 
Cynthia Gullison and Loretta Doak; the Rev. Canon Ross Hebb, 
himself an author, discussed how to take on the project of creating 
a church or parish history; Joanna Aiton Kerr talked about the 
relationship between the Anglican Diocese of Fredericton and the 
Public Archives of N.B.

Mcknight photos
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May 28 - June 11  
Pilgrimage -  

Archdeaconry  
of Moncton

June 4     
Parish of Dorchester

June 11    
Parish of St. Philip

June 12-15    
Clergy College

June 17    
Parish of Kent 

June 18    
* Parish of Saint John;

Ordination, Christ 
Church Cathedral

June 22    
Diocesan Council

June 23    
Deanery of Chaleur - 

Miramichi

June 25    
* Parish of Upham

July 9    
Choir School 60th 

Anniversary Evensong

July 17 - August 11   
Vacation

August 21 - 25   
St. Michael’s Youth 

Conference

August 27    
Camp Medley Closing

August 28 - 30   
Clergy Conference

* Confirmation

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g et h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

David Edwards is  
Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

Diocesan check-up time

WHEN YOU ... listen with all your heart • honour your elders • encourage young people to take over the church often and 

loudly • choose good over evil • welcome the stranger • write the government about the issues that matter • invite a  
co-worker to church • help your dad do housework • get messy with your Sunday school kids • say “Thank you Lord” 

and mean it • Tweet your blessings one by one • introduce your grandchildren to nature • read and share God’s 
word •   ...THEN YOU ARE LIVING THE MARKS OF MISSION  www.anglican.ca/marks

As i write this article i am 
flying at about 18,000 
feet on my way to a 

meeting of the house of Bishops 
in Niagara Falls.  
     it is a partly cloudy day and 
as i look down i can see a great 
deal, but there are also times 
when the view is obscured.  
     After nearly three years as 
bishop of the diocese, i think i 
have a fairly clear view of what 
is happening and where the dif-
ficulties are. 
     That being said, clouds 
sometimes come in to spoil the 
view and things happen which 
upset even the most carefully 
laid plans.

i am not going to name any 
specific places or people, but 
i am going to try to give an 
overview. in the background of 
everything there are two major 
themes, which both relate to 
people. 

Firstly, as with all denomina-
tions at present, we are generally 
aging. we have many faithful 
people in our midst who have 
worshipped god in our churches 
for many years and it is a joy to 
walk with them still.  

i would not want anyone to 

feel left out because of their age, 
but the passing of time is a mat-
ter we have to recognize. This 
is allied to the second issue — 
retiring clergy. 

As i write we have a number 
of parishes where the cleric has 
or will be leaving or retiring. 
it will take time to fill some of 
these posts.

As far as our parishes are 
concerned, we have a number 
which are showing growth and 
development. 

some have made good deci-
sions about their futures, such 
as downsizing. A number can be 
described as stable, and still oth-
ers which are barely hanging on.

Our camps continue to do a 
great job. This summer camp 
Brookwood will celebrate its 
50th anniversary and Diocesan 
choir school will be 60 years 
old. 

camp Medley grew in num-
bers last year; and the innova-
tion of camp on the road was 
excellent. it will be rolled out 
further this year. 

st. Michael’s Youth confer-
ence continues to do great work 
in Anglican formation. we can 
be very thankful for these pro-
grams and to all who make them 
happen.

however, there is a need 
to recognize the disconnect 
between our camping ministries 
and church. 

enthusiastic campers often 
find it hard to integrate into the 
lives of our parishes and we have 
to take a long look at this issue.

As far as the synod Office is 
concerned, the administration of 
our Diocese and our finances is 
going well. 

we have been able to reduce 
our budget, whilst adding a 
member of staff to oversee safe 
church and privacy matters as 
well as aspects of our personnel 

work. 
You read about Allan in the 

last issue of the paper.
having given a broad over-

view of our life together, what do 
i see as the priorities?  i suggest 
there are four. 

The first is joining in the 
mission of god in order to make 
Jesus known. 

secondly, the teaching of the 
faith to all of us, no matter what 
age. 

Thirdly, the development of 
new types of ministry alongside 
what is already in place. 

Finally, educating people for 
ministry at all levels. 

During the next few years 
you will see these things develop 
across our diocese. Please pray 
as we move on together.

Gifts 
and 
taxes

 Sell security, donate cash Donate security directly
Fair market value $10,000 $10,000
Cost basis $2,000 $2,000
Capital Gain $8,000 $8,000
Taxable gain $4,000 (50 per cent) $0
Tax credit 40 per cent $4,000 $4,000
Tax on gain $2,000 0
Tax savings $2,000 $4,000

we all know that your 
weekly or monthly 
offering, whether by 

envelope or e-offering, means 
you receive a receipt at the end 
of the year that can help to re-
duce your income tax. 

You can also donate in kind, 
that is by giving some material 
item that the church can use or 
needs, and if we have the receipt 
or a valuation of the item, then a 
tax receipt can be issued. 

revenue canada certainly 
recognizes this because when 
your treasurer files the annual 
charity return, he or she has to 
enter an amount for gifts in kind 

and specify what type of gifts 
were donated. 

in an earlier article i men-
tioned that quoted securities can 
be donated and this can give you 
a very favourable tax receipt if the 
security has increased in value. 

Normally when you sell for 
more than it cost, the difference 
is called a capital gain and 50 per 
cent of that gain is added to your 
income and taxed at the highest 
rate you pay.

There was speculation ahead 
of the last federal budget that 
this taxable gain was going to be 
increased to 75 per cent. 

under current tax legislation, 

if a security is donated, the 
donor receives a tax receipt for 
the full market value, even if 
the cost was lower. No capital 
gain is assessed to the donor and 
because a church is a registered 
charity, no tax is payable by it. 

giving a security directly re-
duces your overall cost of the gift 
compared to selling the security 
and then donating the proceeds, 
as the example here illustrates. 

if the taxable capital gain 
increases to 75 per cent then the 
difference in tax savings will be 
more pronounced.
Michael Briggs is the diocesan 
stewardship officer.

Michael Briggs

You are invited to  
the ordination of 

The Rev. David Peer 
The Rev. Kevin Mcallister 
The Rev. Daniel McMullen 

 
to the priesthood  

Sunday, June 18, 4 p.m. 
Christ Church Cathedral, 

Fredericton 
Reception to follow 

 
Other candidates  
to be announced
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Diocesan Council highlights from April
By Gisele McKniGht 

st. John’s Parish hall in Oro-
mocto was the venue for 
Diocesan council on April 22.  
Bishop David edwards began 
the meeting with holy eucha-
rist, including a homily based 
on John 20:19-31, when Jesus 
appeared to the disciples after 
his resurrection.

“There are things here, when 
i read it, that always strike me,” 
said the bishop. “it’s a little scary 
that this guy shows up that 
you’re not expecting! 

“The use of the word ‘peace’ is 
important, because it is through 
the death and resurrection of 
Jesus that peace that passes all 
understanding is possible,” he 
said. “it’s important to recognize 
that as a church, we have a role, 
through the mission of god, to 
proclaim peace.

he cited romans 8 when Paul 
talks about creation’s groaning 
pains as in childbirth.

“human beings have turned 
their backs on god,” he said. 
“even creation is not at peace. 
why is the world like it is? Much 
has to do with a lack of peace.”

Bishop David pointed out 
the similarity between Jesus 
breathing the holy spirit into 
the disciples and god breathing 
life into the first human being in 
genesis 2. 

“There was a reanimation of 
humanity in that upper room — 
a new life,” he said. “And when 
the disciples proclaimed the 
good News, they were pro-
claiming new life. That is the 
message of christ — a message 
of life, not death, that harmoni-
ous life originally intended for 
us. we have a glimpse of that.”

The story of scripture can be 
summed up in four gardens, said 
the bishop: The gardens of eden, 
gethsemane, the tomb and the 
garden of the New Jerusalem, 
where everything is restored.  

“each of these places is a 
place of life when you think 
about it,” said Bishop David. 
“Our role on Diocesan council 
is to enable people to be ani-
mated in christ, so that those 
not able to see christ will see his 
body as it is meant to be.” 

highlights
• The Ven. Cathy Laskey intro-

duced special guest Archdeacon 
charlene Taylor of Mount Pearl, 
Nl, who spoke on an innovative 
program of diocesan ministries 
in the Diocese of eastern New-
foundland and labrador.

• The Ven. Cathy Laskey 
read a letter from the Anglican 

Foundation outlining changes to 
their grant process taking place 
later this year. 

As of sept. 1, if a parish is not 
a member of the foundation, it 
will not be eligible for founda-
tion grants. Membership can 
cost as little as $50 a year. cathy 
noted that, according to their 
records, 14 of our 74 parishes 
are members.

This year marks the 60th 
anniversary of the Anglican 
Foundation.

• The Diocesan Privacy 
Officer’s report proposed two 
motions for council’s approval. 
First, it proposed that two coun-
cil members, susan Jack and the 
rev. Bob leBlanc, work with 
the diocesan privacy officer to 
complete an audit of the dioc-
esan policy and report back to 
council at its December meeting. 

second, it asked for council to 
approve the appointment of Al-
lan Mclean as diocesan privacy 
officer, effective April 22. Allan 
was hired recently to take on 
safe church and personnel mat-
ters in the diocese. 

Both motions were approved.
Treasurer irene Adams, who 

was heading safe church before 
Allan was hired, reported on the 
ongoing training days for the 
program, noting that turnout 
has been very good, usually 
double the number that have 
registered each day.

• As a housekeeping issue, 
chancellor David Bell pro-
posed a motion to deal with the 

financial assets of the former 
st. James Parish in saint John, 
which should have been made 
prior to dissolution of the parish 
10 years ago. 

The motion will redirect 
funds to be used within the 
boundaries of the parish, and 
the parishes of saint John and st. 
Mark, which comprise the up-
town peninsular region of saint 
John. The motion was passed.

• Chancellor David Bell 
outlined some minor changes 
proposed to canons. 

The first motion deals with 
the election of Provincial and 
general synod delegates and 
substitutes, which almost be-
came a critical issue last summer 
when several delegates and then 
substitutes were not able to at-
tend general synod. in the end, 
we had a full roster, but it was 
close, he said. 

The proposed motion would 
provide Diocesan council the 
ability to appoint additional 
substitute delegates to Provincial 
and general synod should the 
need arise.

This motion to approve in 
principle amendments to canon 
Two on the timing of delegate 
elections to Provincial and 
general synods was passed and 
will appear on the agenda at this 
November’s Diocesan synod. 

Another motion from the 
chancellor, which council 
passed, harkens back to synod 
2015 when a motion was passed 
for Diocesan council to come 

up with a better way to facilitate 
the distribution of information 
on episcopal candidates before a 
bishop is elected. 

sandra craft gave a report on 
the taskforce that was struck as 
a result of the 2015 motion and 
outlined their nine recommen-
dations, one of which is that all 
nominations for the election of 
bishop must be received at least 
30 days prior to the start of the 
electoral synod. The current rule 
is 48 hours. 

A fourth motion by the chan-
cellor involve changes with can-
ons One, Five, six and seven, 
and deals mostly with wording 
changes that strike out the word 
“rector” and replace it with the 
word “incumbent.” 

The incumbent would have 
signing authority to allow par-
ishes without rectors to function 
as usual. All motions by the 
chancellor were passed.

• Treasurer Irene Adams gave 
her report, with information 
that showed the diocese is at a 
$24,000 deficit at the end of the 
first quarter. That compares to a 
$118,000 deficit for the same pe-
riod last year, “so we’re in good 
condition so far,” she said.  

Both irene and Finance chair 
gil carter noted that after coun-
cil voted in February to write 
off outstanding shared ministry 
contributions, two parishes re-
sponded favourably, one paying 
the remaining balance outstand-
ing and another paying the 
amount written off by council. 

irene outlined what par-
ticipants will experience when 
attending this year’s Parish 
Officers Day. what used to be 
called wardens and Treasurers 
Day will be held in Fredericton 
on May 6.

“it’s a full agenda,” she said. 
“we’re trying to do a lot of small 
topics — ones that don’t take 
hours. it’s a really good day 
planned, with something for 
everyone.”

• Former diocesan archivist 
and current council member 
Frank Morehouse explained his 
newest historical project — a 
clergy directory for the diocese 
going back to its beginning. 

he urged all parishes that 
have photos of their past clergy 
to take photos of them and pass 
them on to him for his book.  

• The bishop received a letter 
from the rev. canon leo Martin 
resigning as recording secretary 
of Diocesan synod. The bishop 
thanked him for his 13 years of 
service to council.

lunch — delicious soups, 
homemade biscuits, rolls, crack-
ers, fruit and sweets — was 
served by some of the soup’s On 
team that serves the Oromocto 
community every week. Bishop 
David thanked them for the 
delicious meal. 

During lunch they presented 
the bishop with a birthday cake, 
which was shared with everyone.

The next Diocesan council 
will be June 22 at a location to be 
announced. 

ABOVE LEFT: Chancellor David Bell introduces several motions, 
including one to distribute  assets of the Parish of St. James in Saint 
John. He also proposed some minor changes to canons that will go 
to Diocesan Synod in November. At right is Sandra Craft, lay vice-
chair of Diocesan Council.

ABOVE RIGHT: Bishop David’s birthday was marked at Diocesan 
Council with cake and the singing of Happy Birthday. 

Mcknight photos
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Breaking new ground in Eastern NL

By Gisele McKniGht

The Ven. charlene Taylor was 
a special guest at Diocesan 
council during its meeting April 
22 in Oromocto. earlier in the 
week, she was a speaker at the 
diocese’s 12-12-12 (3) group 
as they focused on the topic of 
community engagement and 
partnerships.

charlene, who serves in the 
Parish of the good shepherd in 
Mount Pearl, Nl, outlined the 
structure of cathedral chapter, 
as appointed by Bishop geoff 
Peddle, whereby canons were 
appointed for three years and 
given a ministry portfolio such 
as society and justice, chap-
laincy, children and youth, 
spirituality, parish renewal and 
communications, seniors and 
mentoring. 

with three years up, the 
bishop recently thanked the 
canons and archdeacons for 
their service, dissolved cathe-
dral chapter, and appointed a 
new one. 

charlene reported on several 
success stories to come out of this 
project, saying, “we’ve done more 
programming in the past three 
years than the previous 10 years.”

Because this is where her 
passion lies, charlene chose the 
society and justice portfolio. she 
sought out established agen-
cies to find unmet needs in the 
region. That led her to a group 
called safe harbour Outreach 
Project (shOP) associated with 
the st. John’s status of women’s 
council. shOP offers practical 
services to the city’s sex trade 
workers, from health care to 
help on exiting the industry, and 
advocates for the human rights 
of sex workers.

“i told them to dream big — 
‘if you could have something, 
something you need, if money 
was no issue, what would it be?’”

it turned out they needed 
more space to deliver programs, 
and charlene thought she knew 
exactly the right place. 

“i told them to leave it with 
me, and i went to visit the 
bishop,” she said.

Over a cup of tea — much 

Diocesan 
ministries 
flourish 
under new 
structure

is decided over tea in New-
foundland and labrador — she 
reminded the bishop of some 
unused space the diocese had 
that could work for the project. 
why not allow it to be used by 
shOP to deliver its services?

“so we started the process,” 
she said, adding there was no 
hesitation on the bishop’s part 
and diocesan council gave it a 
unanimous go-ahead. 

in that new, no-cost space, 
women can see a street health 
nurse (many have no family 
doctor and are often shunned 
at ers); get a shower; benefit 
from counselling; and get advice 
and support on a safe exit from 
the occupation by women who 
have left the trade, among other 
services.

“This is a secure, unidentified 
space,” she said. The project has 
been operational since March 
2016. 

when the women learned it 
was the Anglican diocese that 
had provided the space, they 
were surprised: ’A church?! Do 
they know what we do?!’

“it was a shock for them to 
learn there really are people who 
love and care for them,” said 
charlene.

Prostitution in st. John’s is 
booming, linked largely to the 
successes of the oil and gas 
industry. similarly, the drug 
trade is also benefitting from 
increased disposable income. 
About 100 sex workers access 
shOP’s services at the new 
place, although the estimate 
could be as high as 700 workers 
in the capital city region. 

One woman told charlene, ‘No 
little girl says she’s going to be a 
prostitute when she grows up.’

“These woman are some-
body’s daughter, mother, sister,” 
said charlene. “There’s always 
something that causes women 
to do this — abuse, addiction, 
something. we realize this is 
only one part of the issue.”

The highlight of the first year 
has been the baptism of a baby 
girl whose mother succeeded in 
leaving the trade. The mom had 
been baptized and confirmed in 
an Anglican church years before 
and still had the bible given at 
her confirmation.

“wherever she’d been in life, 
this bible went with her.”

charlene said the team in 
place to support this project 
was specially selected using two 
important criteria: practicing 

christians who are non-judg-
mental.  

home Again Furniture Bank
The second project charlene 

presented is called home Again 
Furniture Bank (hAFB).

“This was an identified need,” 
she said. “People find housing, 
government provides housing, 
but there is a real need for gently 
used furniture. There are people 
sleeping on the floor, they have 
no tables.”

After canon David Burrows 
approached the bishop, the 
diocese became the founding 
partner to create hAFB with a 
$25,000 donation. This enabled 
it to hire two part-time coor-
dinators. Their early success 
has led to a federal grant of 
$160,000, for wages only, so the 
program expand to two full-time 
and one part-time employee.

“it started small but the 
demand is huge,” said charlene. 
“There are 45 families on the 
waiting list.”

The diocese offered office 
space to hAFB, and it and shOP 
even work together at times.

The program runs with the 
help of Anglican parishes, which 
are the referral agents. The clergy 
conduct on-site visits to make 
sure the need is real, determine 
what furniture will fit in the 
rooms and learn what else they 
might need in the way of support. 

“And they’re building rela-
tionships with people not con-
nected to any faith community,” 
she said.

People benefitting are those 

in transition, escaping violence, 
leaving jail, the under and un-
employed, refugees and those 
just needing a fresh start. They 
give only new mattresses, and 
they have a partnership with a 
pest control company to elimi-
nate the spread of bedbugs.

From the fall of 2015 to the 
spring of 2017, hAFB delivered 
to 320 households and picked 
up items from 300 donors. it 
diverted 120 tons of household 
items from landfill and recruited 
more than 100 volunteers. 

They have federal and pro-
vincial government partners and 
several corporate sponsors. even 
the woodworking department in 
a jail makes dressers for them. 
in one case, a man who worked 
on a dresser while in jail ended 
up getting a dresser when he got 
out. 

every Friday, volunteers and 
trucks are dispatched to pick up 
donations and deliver items to 
homes. some of their volunteers 
are from a company that allows 
employees to go there to work 
for the day rather than coming 
to their regular jobs.

A media company produced 
a video for hAFB at no cost. 
you can watch it at this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vZxh7s6Bwri

And finally, a man who owns 
a large moving company hap-
pened to volunteer one Friday. 
his deliveries took him to the 
home of an older woman the 
same age as his mother. he was 
struck by the sadness of the situ-
ation because this woman had 
no bed to sleep on. he has gone 
on to provide warehouse space 
for hAFB for furniture storage. 

charlene ended her presenta-
tion with tips for launching new 
ministries: know and be con-
nected with your local commu-
nity; identify areas of need using 
the expertise of those on the 
ground; partner with existing 
community groups and agencies; 
and finally, forego judgment in 
favour of compassion.  

At the end, charlene passed 
out a series of questions to 
encourage council members to 
think about projects that could 
be launched here.

What community outreach 
currently exists?

What are the needs of the 
community?

Who are our current partners 
in ministry?

Who may a potential partner?
Where can we start building 

community relationships? With 
other parishes? Other faith com-
munities? Local groups?

Archdeacon Charlene Taylor during her presentation to Diocesan Council April 22.  At right is recording 
secretary Canon Leo Martin. 

Mcknight photo

“It was a shock for them  
to learn there really are  

people who love and care 
for them.”
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Mothers’ Union celebrates families the world over
By Gisele McKniGht

The rev. canon Tom stradwick 
had never heard of Mothers’ 
union until a few years ago, 
when a cheque for $900 arrived 
in the mail. it was from the 
Mothers’ union, part of their 
Northern clergy Family Fund 
initiative, and the stradwicks 
were grateful.

Perhaps this is Tom’s way 
to repay that generosity. On 
saturday, April 29, as part of the 
diocesan Mothers’ union annual 
rally, he was commissioned as 
chaplain of Mothers’ union in 
canada. 

The rally took place at st. 
John the Baptist Anglican 
church in riverview. About 85 
members and guests attended.

several others were commis-
sioned as members of both the 
diocesan and canadian Mothers’ 
union councils. Bishop David 
edwards led the commissioning, 
which included Joanne ham as 
the incoming diocesan presi-
dent.

The day began with the com-
missioning during the service 
of holy eucharist, where Tom 
preached on Matthew 14:22-
33, which was read by the rev. 
caleb Twinmatsiko, headmaster 
of Bishop McAllister college in 
uganda. The story is of Peter’s 
ill-fated walk on water.

“Peter’s eyes were on Jesus 
and it was all going great,” said 
Tom. “But when he took his eyes 
off Jesus he started to sink. he 
started going down.”

how does this relate to our 
lives, he asked? we’re in the boat 
of life, floating across the sea, dis-
cerning what god wants us to be.

“we are not called to stay 
in the boat,” said Tom. “we’re 
called to be on the water, to take 
risks, to venture out.

“if we keep our eyes on the 
lord, we’ll be fine. we’ll be more 
than fine,” he said. “we’ll do 
amazing work to further god’s 
reign.”

The offering of $570 was split 
between the Northern clergy 
Family Fund and the two dioc-
esan camps, Brookwood and 
Medley.

Margie Milner introduced 
guest speaker Nancy hartling, a 
new senator who lives in river-
view. she applied to be a senator 
under new rules last year, and in 
October, got a surprise call from 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
asking for permission to for-
ward her name to the governor 
general for recommendation as 
a senator. 

Many years ago, Nancy was 
a single parent looking for 

resources and ended up creat-
ing support to single Parents, 
an agency she led for more than 
30 years. she has earned many 
awards and accolades over the 
years for her dedicated advocacy 
for women. 

she described how she came 
to be a senator and what she’s ex-
perienced in her first six months 
in Ottawa. when she was told 
she had not been spending all 
the money allotted to her office, 
her response was, “but i come 
from the non-profit world!”

she has chosen to focus on 
two areas as a senator: human 
rights and social affairs.

her advice to Mothers’ union 
members was to keep up with 
the current trends in society. For 
example, our one-child families 
are the norm now, but refugees 
coming into the community 
often have four or more children 
and they will need strong family 
support. 

“i’m very pleased your group 
does so much for children,” she 
said.

The other guest speaker was 
hope Twinmatsiko, who, with a 
Masters in psychology, is a lec-
turer at kampala university. she 
is the mother of two teenagers 
and is married to the rev. caleb.

“i am a very, very active 
member of Mothers’ union,” she 
said. “My mother was a Mothers’ 
union member. she was a very 
encouraging mom and i love her 
for that.”

Mothers’ union began in 
uganda in 1908 and has become 
“everything” to the ugandan 
church, she said. They clean the 
church, cook, organize and lead 
many events and groups. They 
make clothing, knit and teach 
people to sew. They mentor 
young woman about to get mar-
ried, support wives of clergy, and 
teach parenting skills. 

she talked about the issues of 
mental health, abuse and drug 
and alcohol addictions, things 
she deals with at work and in 
her community. girls, she said, 
especially need guidance, and 
it is Mothers’ union that often 
gives that guidance.

“we encourage stable fami-
lies,” she said. “we walk together, 
pray together, offer encourage-
ment to families facing chal-
lenges.”

she has voluntarily mentored 
many girls over the years, be-
cause, she said, “i am a Mothers’ 
union member.” 

The day ended with the 
group splitting into several 
breakout groups to discuss the 
day’s speakers, Tom stradwick, 
Nancy hartling and hope 

Twinmatsiko, and how they, as 
Mothers’ union members, can 
mobilize in outreach and minis-
try for the benefit of others. 

Joanne ham was pleased with 
how the day unfolded. 

“Overall, i was thrilled. i felt 
it was full of energy and prom-
ise. it may sound a bit corny, but 
i was most pleased by the Moth-
ers’ union members themselves,” 
she said. “These are wonderfully 
giving women, and yes, a few 
men. i feel very blessed to be 
a part of the Mothers’ union 
together with them. 

“My favourite part of the 
rally was very simple. it was the 
beginning of the church ser-
vice when the Mothers’ union 
banners were being paraded 
into the church with all of our 
members joyfully singing ‘lift 
high the cross.’ As a Mothers’ 
union member, that is a power-
ful moment, you truly feel a part 
of something special.” 

she hopes for three points to 
remain with members.

“The first is that they became 
inspired with renewed energy to 
continue the work of the Moth-
ers’ union in their churches and 
communities.  

“secondly, that they felt the 
community and support that 
comes with being a member of 
Mothers’ union. 

“Finally, a sense of pride in 
being part of a larger organiza-
tion which upholds and works 
towards such important objec-
tives. i know that when i went 
home from the rally i felt, well 
tired, but i also felt each of these 
things.”

Bishop David Edwards, centre right, commissions the Mothers’ Union Diocesan Council during the annual 
rally April 29 at St. John the Baptist Church in Riverview.  Below is Hope Twinmatsiko, a Mothers’ Union 
member in Uganda and guest speaker at the rally. 

Mcknight photos
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Clockwise from top left: Joanne Ham, new diocesan president of 
Mothers’ Union; Ivi Turner of the Parish of Sussex makes an adjustment 
to a banner before the parade; Senator Nancy Hartling during her 
speech to Mothers’ Union members; A good crowd gathered for the day 
at St. John the Baptist in Riverview.

Mcknight photos
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Justice, healing the 
themes for Maundy 
Thursday service
By Gisele McKniGht

The Maundy Thursday service, 
for the Blessing of Oils and re-
newal of the Vows of Ministry 
at christ church cathedral, 
drew a crowd of lay ministers, 
deacons and priests on April 13.

Dean geoffrey hall wel-
comed everyone to the annual 
service, and Bishop David ed-
wards presided and preached.

The bishop’s sermon fo-
cused on the role of those in 
ministry.

“i have been reflecting 
on ministry in the diocese 
because various people have 
come to me or to Archdeacon 
laskey to talk about ministry, 
particularly ordained minis-
try,” he said. 

“Because of that, during this 
period of lent and the read-
ings this morning, they help 
us consider what it is to be a 
minister of the gospel.”

he cited the passage from 
isaiah 61: “For i, the lord, love 
justice.”

“One function we have as 
ministers is to proclaim the 
justice of the lord. Justice is 
mentioned well over 2,000 
times in the scriptures. it’s 
probably one of the most men-
tioned ideas,” he said.

he told the group that they 

must always be seeking to do 
the best for those considered 
outsiders — the stranger, the 
outcast, the poor.

“we need to recognize that 
the stranger, the outcast, the 
poor can be from any walk of 
life,” he said, adding that the 
poor can also mean the poor 
in spirit.

he noted that from a recent 
BBc program, he learned 
that 25 per cent of children 
said they were lonely, and he 
felt the same numbers would 
probably apply here.

“i find here a lot of children 
express this idea of loneliness,” 
he said.

he noted the parish support 
for refugees throughout the 
diocese and the purchase of 
safe harbour house in saint 
John as two examples of gains 
made, both in seeking justice 
for outsiders and combatting 
loneliness.

in the second reading of 
the day, in James 5, the topic is 
healing. 

“One thing i’ve been reflect-
ing on is the church’s role in 
healing — of course, physical 
healing, but also bringing heal-
ing and wholeness to people 
and situations… what Jesus 
said to the 12 as part of the 
mandate was to heal the sick.”

The final reading of the day 
was from luke 4, where Jesus 
went to the synagogue and read 
from the scroll (isaiah 61):  
     “The spirit of the lord is on 
me, because he has anointed 
me to proclaim good news to 
the poor. he has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the pris-
oners and recovery of sight for 
the blind, to set the oppressed 
free, to proclaim the year of 
the lord’s favor.”

“it’s a reminder to chris-
tians and all those who minis-

ter in the name of god,” said 
the bishop. “let us remember, 
our purpose is to be spirit-led, 
leading in justice, forgiveness, 
healing and restoration.”

There were four parts to 
the renewal of vows. First 
the bishop led the lay minis-
ters as they stood to reaffirm 
their commitment. Deacons 
followed, and then priests. Fi-
nally, diocesan stewardship of-
ficer Michael Briggs led Bishop 
David in his own renewal of 
vows. 

Then the bishop blessed the 
oils that various clergy had 
brought for the service, saying, 
“send your holy spirit on this 
oil, that those who in faith and 
repentance receive this holy 
unction may be made whole, 
[and that those who are sealed 
with this chrism may share in 
the royal priesthood of Jesus 
christ].” 

After the service, everyone 
was invited to gather at cathe-
dral Memorial hall to share 
lunch. 

TOP:  Lay ministers stand and 
renew their vows during the 
Maundy Thursday at Christ 
Church Cathedral April 13. 
Deacons and priests, as well as 
the bishop, also renewed their 
vows. 

RIGHT:  Fellowship at 
Cathedral Memeorial Hall 
drew a good crowd who 
enjoyed a lunch and fellowship 
before returning to their 
parishes for the busy Easter 
season. 

LEFT: During four Mondays in Lent, St. George’s Anglican Church in McAdam holds a Lenten Café which includes lunch, a food table (bake sale) and a 
new-to-you table. Money raised goes to the food bank run from a sheltered workshop, Lakeland Industries, in the area. This is a popular annual event. 
RIGHT: St. George’s Anglican Church in McAdam began Easter morning with a sunrise service, followed by a breakfast, both held in the parish hall. Here 
Janice Cook (front right) heads the line for breakfast. A regular Easter service with Eucharist followed in the church proper.

MARgAREt LAking photos

Marking Lent & Easter
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Grand Bay play park sees progress

TOP:  Bob Scott of the 
New Brunswick Children’s 
Foundation and Anna 
Caines, chair of the Church 
of the Resurrection’s Play 
Park Project, at a cheque 
presentation that was a big 
boost to fundraising.

RIGHT:  The unfinished 
4,800 square feet of space 
in the church complex will 
soon look very different once 
fundraising is complete and 
construction begins on an 
indoor community play park. 

By AnnA cAines 

it’s hard to believe the Play 
Park Project has been under-
way for over a year now. A lot 
has happened since the earliest 
days of brainstorming and vi-
sioning back in January 2016.  

For those who may not 
have heard, the church of the 
resurrection, Parish of the 
Nerepis and st. John, is work-
ing to complete the unfinished 
back space of the church build-
ing with an indoor children’s 
play park that will be open to 
the public weekly. 

This space will provide a 
recreational opportunity for 
young children, as well as a re-
lational safe space for families 
and caregivers in the area.

The journey of this past year 
has truly been a team effort.   

The year has been filled 
with brainstorming sessions 
with community and church 
members, consulting with 
contractors to generate a draft 
floor plan, cleaning out the 
back space, and setting the 
course of a major fundraising 
campaign.  

To say that it has been 
a busy year for our church 
family would be an under-
statement!  we are now well 
underway with the fundraising 
campaign for this project. 

since there were no ventila-
tion or electrical systems for 
the unfinished portion of the 
building, the renovation of 
4,800 square feet comes with a 
fairly large price tag.  

The estimated cost for 
finishing the space is $570,000 
after taxes, with another 

$110,000 for play park equip-
ment and furnishings. 

All these expenses, along 
with a 10 per cent contingency, 
result in a total of $680,000 
after taxes. 

since the play park is a 
community-based initiative, 
the church has been able to 
apply for funding from both 
public and private sectors for a 
large portion of this project. 

The fundraising has gone 
very well this past year. The 
project has received financial 
support from the Diocesan 
Ministry Development Fund, 
as well as several parishes, 
Acws, and Mothers’ union in 
the diocese.  

The project has also re-
ceived funding from the NB 
children’s Foundation and 
crane Mountain enhancement 
inc. 

we would like to say a huge 
thank you to everyone who has 
helped with this project. Your 
generosity has truly pushed 
the yard sticks forward on this 
project. 

As for the future, the project 
is eligible for matching funds 
from a federal organization. 

Therefore, the team is cur-
rently working to raise the 
remaining $134,000 in the 
community campaign, along-
side the $93,000 remaining 
in the internal campaign so 
that the project can hopefully 
receive this federal money.

we ask for your prayers as 
we move forward with this 
project.  we hope to have this 
space finished and operational 
around March 2018 — the 
lord willing!   

On Saturday, April 1, a prayer shawl 
ministry gathering was held at Holy 
Trinity Anglican Church, Parish of 
Hammond River in Quispamsis, with 
23 people attending from far and wide. 
A short presentation and video were 
followed by a time of sharing. Many 
stories and patterns were shared and 
examples given of wonderful prayer 
shawl ministries with shawls reaching 
those in need, near and far. For more 
information about this ministry, 
contact the parish nurse at Holy Trinity 
Hammond River office 847-0850. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Gathering

subMittEd photos

p l a y   p a r k   u p d a t e 
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ACW continued from page 1

ACW is well known in Uganda for its generosity

the school was in when canon 
Paul Jeffries, rector of the 
school and a native of New 
Brunswick, arrived 18 years 
ago. it was about to close, but 
canon Paul reluctantly took 
over as headmaster.

But of what, he asked? it 
was a shambles — crumbling 
buildings, no money, parents 
without money to pay school 
fees, and many of the students 
were orphans.

“i said, ‘it is possible to run 
a school that is not there?’”

But with a great deal of 
faith, they built a building.

“it was around then that 
canon Paul Jeffries started tak-
ing about Acw,” said caleb.

he wrote letters, petition-
ing Acws for help. in fact, 
many in uganda know the 
value, power and compassion 
of Acw without even know-
ing what the initials stand for, 
he said.

The Acw has given more 
in school fees for children than 
any other group in these past 
18 years, he said.

“Now the school that was 
closing has close to 1,000 stu-
dents,” said caleb. “And now 
the question is, can we accom-
modate all these children? it is 
a miracle for us.”

A dorm for girls is a huge 
priority. right now, a dorm 
built for 160 girls holds 340.

“we cannot turn girls back,” 
he said. “we must take them. 
without girls the future is not 
there.”

he spoke of the botched 
robbery attempt last year that 
left three staff members dead. 
when the news got to canada, 
both prayers and donations 
flowed. instead of using the 
donations for a dorm or other 
necessities, the school divided 
the money between the fami-
lies of the three dead men, and 
has spread it over a full year to 
lessen the loss of their income. 

caleb finished by saying the 
school is about the children, 
and both he and canon Paul 
have seen the transformation 
from sad, orphaned children 
who had no smile, to univer-
sity graduates with wide smiles 
and bright futures.

“when we stand here, we 
are celebrating a partner-
ship. god has used you to be 
a blessing to the people of 
uganda,” said caleb. 

Bishop’s sermon
Bishop David edwards 

opened the annual meeting 
with a sermon on luke’s ac-
count of the events on the road 
to emmaus after the dead of 
Jesus.

“in the story, they had given 
up,” he said. “‘we thought this 
guy Jesus was the one’ they 
told the man they encountered 
on the road. ‘You must be the 
only guy that doesn’t know. 
They crucified him.’”

Many people have given up, 
he said. They have no relation-
ship with god, yet have a sense 
that god has something to do 
with their lives.

“we need to walk with these 
people as they’re discovering 
who Jesus is,” he said. “in our 
different ways, we are called as 
the church to show who Jesus 
is, individually and corporate-
ly. Our job is to reveal Jesus to 
others.”

he spoke about his friend 
Michael in Britain, whose par-
ish was in a place where sport 
was very popular. so he got 
himself assigned as chaplain 
of many sports teams. Then 
he started holding a service 
of thanksgiving for sport, and 
told all the teams to come 
and bring their equipment for 
thanks and blessing. so they 
did.

Then they asked, ‘does 
your church cater?’ That led 
to end-of-season banquets 
in Anglican halls. Then they 
wanted him to provide the 
dinner speakers, and he went 
to a group called christians in 
sport for well-known chris-
tian athletes to speak. This 
nurturing, growing relation-
ship is an example of walking 
with people, said the bishop. 

“Our challenge is to walk 
along with people and show 
them who Jesus is and give 
them the opportunity to follow 
him. when i talk to people 
who don’t have a christian 
faith, they don’t want me to 
talk to them about church. 
They want to hear about Jesus. 
That is our whole purpose.”

Business meeting
The regular business meet-

ing included the book of 
remembrance — the reading of 
the names of Acw members 
who have passed on in the last 
year. roll call, financial reports 
and other reports were also 
given. There were 96 women in 
attendance.

The offering of more than 

$1,000 will be split between 
Farraline Place, Bishop McAl-
lister college, the grand Bay 
Play Park Project and PwrDF. 

lunch was a literal tea 
party, with fine china at every 
place setting, and decorations 
in the hall, not to mention the 
amazing array of sandwiches 
and sweets all fit for a queen. 

President’s speech
rosemarie kingston’s 

speech challenged members 
with the message that much 
change still needs to take place 
in the world.

An Anglican consultative 
report to the united Na-
tions on the status of women 
showed the lack of gender 
equality in the world.

“No country shines when 
it comes to gender equality,” 
she said, adding the worldwide 
human slavery industry gener-
ates more revenue than the oil 
industry.

she also spoke on the 
council of the North, the 
challenges faced by people in 

our Arctic region and what the 
Acw is doing to help.

“The [clothing] bale 
industry is still as important 
as it was over 100 years ago,” 
she said. “in fact, one of the 
bishops told us how, as a child, 
her family received bales. it 
was a very exciting time for 
the children for the bales often 
meant new clothes for the first 
day of school.”

To combat a high youth 
suicide rate, education is vital, 
she said.

she gave the group four 
questions to ponder: whom 
do we talk to to bring about 
change? how are we going to 
talk to our members? what 
change do we want to take 
home to our parish Acw 
groups? And what do we need 
to say to be heard?

Acw members attended a 
banquet in the evening, and 
continued their meeting the 
following day with the two 
other speakers and the conclu-
sion of the business meeting. 

TOP: The tea party lunch was very popular with ACW members at 
the annual rally held at St. Mark’s in St. George May 2.
RIGHT: Diocesan ACW president Rosemarie Kingston.
BOTTOM RIGHT: The Rev. Canon Caleb Twinmatsiko speaks 
to members about the blessings the ACW has brought to Bishop 
McAllister College and its students over the years. 

Mcknight photos
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r e s o u r c e    c e n t r e

Diocesan Resource Centre has something for you

By Gisele McKniGht

looking for christian resourc-
es? Books? Bibles? DVDs? 
VBs packs? The Threshold 
Ministries library - Diocesan 
resource centre probably has 
it, and if they don’t make a 
request. 

The resource centre is a 
partnership between Thresh-
old Ministries and the Diocese 
of Fredericton that came about 
after the closure of Anglican 
house on Princess street in 
saint John. 

Threshold Ministries always 
had a library, but with the 
weeding of their large collec-
tion in recent years, they had 
extra space, and the diocese 
needed a place to house its 
resources. 

it’s located at 105 Mountain 
View Drive in east saint John, 
off McAllister Drive and open 
Mondays from 9:30-noon. On 
other weekdays it is open 9:30-
4 p.m. for self-checkout. 

And if those hours are 
inconvenient, contact them for 
an appointment at 642-2210, 
extension 228.

To help Anglicans and oth-
ers in the wider community 
get to know their new resource 
centre, there will be an open 
house on Friday, June 16. 3-6 
p.m. with displays, informa-
tion, food and drink. 

Check it out 
during the  
June 16th  
open house

everyone, including all 
denominations are welcome. 
invite someone to come with 
you!

“it’s a nice space in a nice 
building,” said Minna harju-
panula, an experienced library 
technician and volunteer at the 
centre. 

“The resources are really 
good. i was surprised to learn 
it was here.”

“it’s a ‘come and see’ sort 
of place,” said Janet edwards, 
its primary volunteer. “Many 
people who haven’t come here 
come and say it’s wonderful. 
There are books for almost all 
ages. come and see what we’ve 

got. Make it a habit!”
The open house is a great 

time to discover what it has 
even beyond resources. There 
is comfortable seating and cof-
fee is available for users to grab 
a book, sit down and enjoy a 
quiet space.  

several groups have already 
discovered its charms. Three 
bible and book study groups 
meet here each week, includ-
ing one that has focused on the 
lenten Noticing God book this 
spring. 

Janet and Minna are two of 
several volunteers in the midst 
of a large project to computer-
ize the library resources for 

online searches and even self-
checkout using a computer, 
rather than a pen and paper. 

“Our student last summer 
put all the books into the com-
puter, on the database,” said 
Janet. “The most time-con-
suming part of this [project] 
has been done by volunteers 
and the student.”

“My goal with the online re-
source is to get it more search-
able and user-friendly,” said 
Minna. “A few more subjects 
could be added.”

Anyone can go online, 
search for a book or other 
resource, see if it’s available  or 
already checked out, contact 

the resource centre and ask for 
it to be delivered. The online 
catalog can be found at:  angli-
can.nb.ca/library/opac/

right now, to keep costs 
low, books are piggybacking 
on Bishop David edwards’ 
frequent trips from saint John 
to the synod Office in Freder-
icton. 

From there, they can be sent 
out with people who happen to 
be visiting the destination par-
ish or area, or brought to di-
ocesan events for distribution 
to the person who ordered it. 
They can, however, be mailed 
if necessary. 

so what does the resource 
centre have? everything is of a 
christian nature: Bibles, bible 
commentaries, biographies 
and autobiographies, books on 
philosophy, sociology, prayer, 
church planting, evangelism 
and books for study groups. 
There are also books and 
DVDs for all ages and VBs 
resources. 

“The resource centre at 
Threshold Ministries is a won-
derful gift to the church,” said 
shawn Branch, national direc-
tor of Threshold Ministries. 

“it is a great resource for all 
leaders in the church, whether 
planning a sermon or bible 
study, looking for something 
for your own spiritual growth 
or just trying to make sense of 
our church’s history. You’ll find 
what you’re looking for.” 

“we’re hoping for a good 
turnout at the open house,” 
said Janet. 

“People can come see what 
there is and take books out 
with them. hopefully people 
will get enthused.”

TOP:  A group gathers at 
the Threshold Ministries 
Library - Diocesan Resource 
Centre with their Noticing 
God books by Richard Peace. 
Noticing God was this year’s 
Lenten study book. 

LEFT: Paulette Black, Minna  
Harjupanula and Janet 
Edwards, all volunteers, hard 
at work to keep the resource 
centre up and running. 

tREvoR fothERinghAM photos

Sacred Story, Sacred Land
Clergy Conference 2017 August 28-30

Villa Madonna, Rothesay

with Canon Dr. Richard LeSueur 
Middle East Liaison, Anglican Church of Canada

Register online at  anglican.nb.ca/events 

THE TASK UNFINISHED

A HEART FOR ASIA  
PRAYER CONFERENCE

June 2-4
Crandall University 

Moncton
register online: www.heartforasia.ca
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A holy ambiance
By Gisele McKniGht 

There is no escaping god at st. Anne’s 
chapel of ease. A holy ambiance per-
meates everything, and it is impossible 
to ignore upon entering the chapel on 
the grounds of christ church (Parish) 
church in downtown Fredericton.

it looks old, it smells old, and it is 
old at 170 years. The thick stone, with 
the Te Deum — an early christian 
song of praise which is part of Morn-
ing Prayer — written on the walls 
around the perimeter; ornate but-
ternut wood carvings; magnificent 
stained glass on lancet windows; Min-
ton tiles; sandstone exterior; and the 
upright and horribly uncomfortable 
pews all point to a much earlier era. 

it is described as an “elegant speci-
men” of english gothic revival style, 
based on architecture popular during 
the reign of henry iii in the 13th cen-
tury. The design is based on a parish 
church in cambridgeshire, england, 
built here by a young architect named 
Frank wills, who also played a role in 
the building of christ church cathe-
dral, five blocks away. 

christ church (Parish) church and 
its rector, Archdeacon wandlyn snel-
grove, would like to share the mystery 
and wonder of this special place with 
you this summer in the form of tours. 

They’ve received funding from 
employment & social Development 
canada under the canada summer 
Jobs 2017 program to employ a stu-
dent tour guide from late June to late 
August, wednesdays to sundays, noon 
to 5 p.m. 

As well, for five consecutive 
wednesdays beginning July 5, there 
will be noon-hour concerts. The 
church is located at 245 westmorland 
street, and its buildings occupy the 
length of the block between george 
and charlotte streets.

carol Blacklock has taken the lead 
on the summer job project and tours 
and has immersed herself in the his-
tory of the chapel. 

“My favourite part is not the seats!” 
she said. “You feel uplifted when you 
go in there. You can sit and think, 
reflect, and feel more at peace.”

For well more than a century, 
parishioners did that very thing. This 
was the parish church for Anglicans 
who lived in the western half of 
bustling downtown Fredericton. The 
170-seat church was so overwhelmed 
with parishioners that three sunday 
services had to be held to accom-
modate everyone. A photo from 1936 
shows more than 200 sunday school 
members and teachers. 

“i went here all through university 

in the late 1940s,” said harvey Malm-
berg, former diocesan archivist and 
a member of the congregation. “The 
chapel was always crammed.”

it was around this time that willie 
O’ree, the first black player in the Na-
tional hockey league, was an altar 
boy here. 

During most of its life, the chapel 
was called christ church, but it was 
actually christ church number 2. 
Number 1 preceded christ church 
cathedral and stood where the cathe-
dral is now. 

in order to understand the history 
of st. Anne’s chapel of ease, you must 
first understand the history of christ 
church cathedral.

when Bishop John Medley arrived 
from england in June 1845 on the or-
ders of Queen Victoria, he was rather 
underwhelmed with what he found: a 
barn-style wooden church the loyal-
ists and their descendants had built.

 “in Medley’s perception, this 
didn’t look like the church he had in 

mind,” said Darrell Butler, a member 
of christ church (Parish) church.  
“he was a Tractarian and he strongly 
believed that architecture made an 
ecclesiastical statement.”

“This Tractarian movement was 
started by a group of bishops and 
theologians, largely at Oxford, called 
the high church movement,” said har-
vey. “Many people had given up on 
church and this group of largely bish-
ops tried to renew it. They harkened 
back to the 13th century. They were 
really Medievalists strictly in belief.”

Bishop Medley, with Frank wills 
and others, set out to build a mas-
terpiece of a cathedral, based on st. 
Mary’s church in snettisham, Norfolk, 
england. in fact, two months after his 
arrival in Fredericton, construction 
was already underway.

But those grand plans took eight 
years. in the meantime, he needed a 
place to preach, and it wasn’t going to 
be the lowly barn-style church.

so the bishop had wills build st. 

Anne’s chapel on the other side of the 
city. it was consecrated in March 1847.

Once progress was made on the ca-
thedral, Medley suggested moving the 
old loyalist church — christ church 
number 1 — to the Old Burial grounds 
a few blocks away, but the vestry re-
jected the idea. Then there was a debate 
over whether the cathedral would have 
free seats or pew rents. 

That issue split the congregation, 
and in 1853 “the agitating faction was 
given st. Anne’s chapel of ease as a 
parish church along with the glebe 
lands in exchange for the cathedral and 
its property.

“One of the conditions of receiving 
st. Anne’s as a parish church was that 
the pews were to be free, but this was ap-
parently not too great a price to pay for 
their identity as a distinct congregation.”

That quote is from the book “christ 
church cathedral, Fredericton: A his-
tory” by robert l. watson, published 
in 1984.

Medley had the loyalist church torn 

LEFT: Darrell Butler, Harvey Malmberg and Carol Blacklock chat inside 
St. Anne’s Chapel of Ease. 

ABOVE: Christ Church number 1 sat on land next to the present-day 
Christ Church Cathedral. Bishop John Medley was unimpressed with 
the wooden, Loyalist-built church and eventually had it torn down.  

ABOVE RIGHT: Interior of the chapel. 

FAR RIGHT: St. Anne’s Chapel of Ease is a national historic site. 

RIGHT: The interior perimeter is decorated with the Te Deum — an 
early Christian song of praise which is part of Morning Prayer. 

Visit St. Anne’s Chapel of Ease this summer and experience it for yourself

down — amid hard feelings — and st. 
Anne’s chapel became christ church 
number 2 for 109 years. The Old 
Burial grounds of downtown Freder-
icton, a couple of blocks away, became 
its cemetery. And the chapel became 
the church of choice for soldiers at the 
nearby Officers square barracks. 

Two nearby houses have a special 
connection to st. Anne’s. The house at 
725 george st. was Frank wills’ home, 
before he moved on to design and 
build episcopal and Anglican church-
es in the u. s. and canada, including 
the cathedral in Montreal which has 
many of our cathedral’s features. 

The house at 734 george st. was the 
rectory, home to Archdeacon coster, 
st. Anne’s first rector. his daughter 
married Frank wills and moved 
across the street. 

By the second half of the 20th 
century, it was clear that st. Anne’s 
was too small for the congregation. 
in 1962 a modern church building — 
christ church number 3 — was built 
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down — amid hard feelings — and st. 
Anne’s chapel became christ church 
number 2 for 109 years. The Old 
Burial grounds of downtown Freder-
icton, a couple of blocks away, became 
its cemetery. And the chapel became 
the church of choice for soldiers at the 
nearby Officers square barracks. 

Two nearby houses have a special 
connection to st. Anne’s. The house at 
725 george st. was Frank wills’ home, 
before he moved on to design and 
build episcopal and Anglican church-
es in the u. s. and canada, including 
the cathedral in Montreal which has 
many of our cathedral’s features. 

The house at 734 george st. was the 
rectory, home to Archdeacon coster, 
st. Anne’s first rector. his daughter 
married Frank wills and moved 
across the street. 

By the second half of the 20th 
century, it was clear that st. Anne’s 
was too small for the congregation. 
in 1962 a modern church building — 
christ church number 3 — was built 

adjacent to st. Anne’s, thus reverting it 
to its original chapel status. 

Now it’s used for a few weddings 
and funerals, and it’s always full on 
christmas eve.

The chapel, designated a national 
historic site in 1989, was a marvel for 
New Brunswick when built. it was the 
first church in the province with three 
main features of the Tractarian move-
ment: free seats, chancel separated from 
the nave and visible ceiling rafters. 

it became the pattern upon which 
more than 100 Anglican churches in 
the diocese were built, although out of 
wood, not stone.

“This is the precursor to all other 
[Anglican] churches in New Bruns-
wick,” said Darrell.

he wants to encourage Anglicans 
and everyone else to visit during this 
sesquicentennial year in canada.

“Anglicans throughout New Bruns-
wick may want to explore their own 
history,” he said. “in coming to the 
chapel, they’re seeing the first church 

Medley built in the diocese. he really 
brought a sense of the international 
church here. 

“it’s a chance for Anglicans to get a 
better understanding of who they are 
and a better understanding of where it 
is in the world.”

Darrell, harvey, carol and wand-
lyn promise an engaging tour that 
will leave visitors impressed with the 
chapel’s features, particularly since it 
remains largely unchanged since its 
consecration 170 years ago. 

“we’re hoping people will make a 
connection with how the chapel fits 
into the city, to Officer’s square, to the 
burial grounds, even to the homes on 
george street,” said carol. 

For further information, contact 
christ church (Parish) church by 
telephone (506-451-0630) or visit the 
website (parishchurch.ca). 

Historical information shared by 
Harvey Malmberg, Darrell Butler and 
Carol Blacklock were much appreciated 
for the writing of this story. 

 in april 1997, st. anne’s cel-
ebrated its 150th anniversary. here is 
an excerpt from a story by ana Watts 
who covered that event. it appeared 
in the Daily Gleaner april 12, 1997.

“The most rev. harold nutter, 
bishop emeritus of the Diocese 
of fredericton, was celebrant and 
speaker for the service, held in the 
chapel at the corner of George and 
Westmorland streets.

“‘This church is valued by the 
whole church in canada as one of its 
architectural gems — it was built so 
people coming in would have their 
hearts lifted to the worship of God,’ 
he said.

“indeed, the vaulting gothic arches 
reach for the sky. ‘We couldn’t afford 
to build churches like that today, with 
a roof that high, with walls that thick. 
and look at that magnificent glass. 
We couldn’t begin to afford to replace 
it — so how do we assess the value of 
this building?’ asked the archbishop.

“The value cannot be assessed in 
terms of money, he said. instead, 
it is assessed in terms of what has 
happened there, what God has done 
there, the number of people who 
have been confirmed, the thousands 
of people who have come to the 
rail for communion, the number 
of people who have read scripture, 
preached, exchanged marriage vows, 
poured out their hearts and souls in 
confession and have been absolved, 
the number of people who have been 
committed to the hands of God in 
death.

“and there have been many.”

150th Anniversary  
Remembered
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Thirty-two people gathered at st. Michael’s in Minto on sunday afternoon, 
March 5, to participate in a worship service prepared by the wDP committee 
of the Philippines. The theme was Am i Being unfair To You? 
Minto Trinity united, holy rosary roman catholic, Minto united Baptist 
and Newcastle creek Baptist members joined with those of st. Michael’s in the 
ecumenical service.  
     The service included the moving stories of three Filipino women — emo-
tionally charged stories that created graphic images of how difficult life has 
been for many in the Philippines, especially so since Typhoon haiyan.   
it is heartbreaking to hear, despite the billions of dollars in donations from the 
international community, that the government rehabilitation program is so 
slow to be introduced.  
     we were delighted to welcome long-time st. Michael members Joyce cal-
abrese (who had travelled from Mill cove Nursing home) and Anna goguen.  
Following the service, a delicious light lunch was enjoyed by all. Thank you to 
service co-ordinators and planners Dot Moore and Bonnie Anderson. well 
done!

A layreader training  
event with a twist
On saturday April 22 a layreader 
training event was held at Trin-
ity church in sussex with 35 
layreaders attending on site, and 
19 attending by teleconference or 
skYPe.  

This was a first attempt at using 
varying forms of technology and 
all went remarkably well.

layreaders attending by tele-
conference or skYPe were from 
distances as far away as Florida, as 
well as from Bathurst, Miramichi, 
stanley, richmond, woodstock 
and Fredericton. 

The rev. David Peer, deacon-
in-charge at All saint’s Anglican 
church Parish east saint John, 
seen here in the photo at left, 

provided a wonderful training 
session.

 he used slides, videos and 
handouts covering many insight-
ful and thoughtful perspectives 
for writing Prayers of the People 
as well as multiple resources. 

David’s commitment to god 
and passion for developing inter-
cessory prayers as a past layreader 
in Nova scotia, Ottawa, and 
england helped frame an excel-
lent training day. 

The warden of layreaders is 
convinced that his experience as 
a naval architect with the royal 
canadian Navy and as an engi-
neer was an added blessing with 
respect to the technology!

 
A celebration of Earth Hour that took place on Sat, March 
25 at All Saint’s Church in the Parish of Bright, Keswick. It 
has become an annual, enjoyable event that is growing in the 
parish each year. 

World Day of Prayer  
service held in Minto

Earth Hour

subMittEd photos
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Choir school is 
ready for its 60th 
anniversary!
There won’t be much in the 
way of “merch” — no 60th-
anniversary water bottles, cDs 
or posters.   
     instead, the Diocesan choir 
school is celebrating this impor-
tant anniversary mostly in musi-
cal praise to god, giving thanks 
for the many, many people who 
have been a part of this institu-
tion within an institution, this 
choir school thing that seems to 
affect so many so deeply.   
     we are celebrating grate-
fully as a community, for a 
larger community. if god 
speaks and guides us through 
the choir school experience 
of music-making together for 
these reasons, then our job is 
well done. 
     This year, the music selec-
tions made for the week reflect 
some of the favourite composi-
tions from past years. 

The Magnificat and Nunc 
Dimittis by stanford (in g) 
will be sung, as well as the 

Freedom Trilogy (arranged by 
Paul halley), william Mat-
thias’s great anthem “let the 
People Praise Thee, O god,” 
and more.  

Of course, Malcolm Ar-
cher’s beautiful setting of the 
lord’s Prayer will be there, too.

in the spirit of enabling 
more great music to be sung 
and shared, choir school is 
thrilled to announce the hymn 
composition competition!  

we are inviting compos-
ers to write a new hymn, with 
both full score and simple 
melodic version.  This way, the 
hymn could be sung in almost 
any church, regardless of 
breadth of music resources.  

The winning composer(s) 
will be awarded a total of 
$1,500! 

The closing date for this 
project is Dec. 31st, 2017, 
and the winner will be an-
nounced March 1st, 2018.  You 
can find out the specifics at 

The Procession at St. Paul’s, Rothesay, with members sporting the blue T-shirts for 2016. T-shirt colour is 
highly anticipated each year.

our website: www.anglican-
choirschool.com.

You can still register for 
choir school, but time is run-
ning short. Accommodations 
are limited, as we expected a 

larger than usual group this year.  
if you have questions 

about Diocesan choir school, 
contact the rev. chris hayes 
(756-2296; chris.hayes@angli-
can.nb.ca - but don’t ask about 

the colour of the T-shirt; it’s a 
secret until July 6th!). 

 we are looking forward 
to gathering once again July 
2-9 at rothesay Netherwood 
school. see you there. 

subMittEd fiLE photo

St. Philip’s, Moncton, wins community health award
warrenne Agnew and Janice 
irvine-Meek were privileged 
to represent st. Philip’s church 
and Queen elizabeth school at 
the horizon health Network 
community health recogni-
tion Awards on April 27. 

This is the first year that 
horizon handed out the 
awards to celebrate individuals 
and groups making a differ-
ence to improve overall health 
in their community. 

They accepted the award for 
the learn to sew and learn to 
cook community Outreach 
programs held at the Moncton 
church. 

They received an award 
certificate, a lovely engraved 
glass award and a $500 cheque 
toward outreach work.  
st. Philip’s says thank you to 
their volunteers; students; 
chantal Frenette and the staff 
at Queen elizabeth school; 
Brenda wilson and the Queen 
elizabeth home & school; the 
st. Philip’s Vestry, clergy and 
congregation; Our Food; se 

NB and the Anglophone east 
school District. Thank you for 
supporting and believing in 
the work.

A short video describing 
the services the individuals 
and organizations provide was 
debuted at the public board 
meeting. https://youtu.be/
kkiZz6duvJQ. 

horizon received over 80 
submissions for the communi-
ty health recognition Awards 
and chose 15 regional winners.

At the awards ceremony April 27: back row, from left:  Karen McGrath, Horizon Health 
Network president and CEO; Jean Daigle, Horizon Health Network vice-president 
of community; and Grace Losier, chair of the Horizon Health Network board of 
directors. Front row: Janice Irvine-Meek and Warrenne Agnew of St. Philip’s in 
Moncton. 

subMittEd photos
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Fun, fellowship, learning  
at Clergy Spouses Retreat
By MinnA hArjuPAnulA

what do poetry, quilts, hearts 
and horses have in common? 
They were all part of this year’s 
clergy spouses retreat April 
27-29 at Villa Madonna re-
treat house in rothesay. 

From Thursday evening to 
saturday morning, the group 
enjoyed a balance of fun, food, 
devotionals, praise music, 
conversation and workshop 
sessions. This was a rejuvenat-
ing time for about 27 spouses 
of clergy from the diocese. 

The theme for this year was 
“in his hands.”

Janet williston and her 
dynamic team from st Mary 
and st. Bartholomew Anglican 
church did a session about 
stephen Ministries.   
     “stephen Ministry is the 
one-to-one lay caring ministry 
that takes place in congrega-
tions that use the Stephen 
Series system. 

“stephen Ministry congre-
gations equip and empower 
lay caregivers—called stephen 
Ministers—to provide high-
quality, confidential, christ-
centered care to people who 
are hurting,” according to its 
website.

wandlyn snelgrove, rector 
of christ church (Parish) 
church and the new archdea-
con of Fredericton, spoke to 
the group about putting “our 
hearts in god’s hands.” 

using the scripture of John 
21: 1-13, wandlyn spoke to 
the group about how to have 
‘hearts that listen’ to god; 
‘hearts that shed’ to let go of 
previously held assumptions 
and have a new way of think-
ing; ‘hearts that root’ to feel 
confident and grounded in 
god’s hands; “hearts that wildly 
design and hearts that vision.”

she reminded us that we are 
in the powerful and protec-
tive hand of the Almighty god 
as we take risks and try new 
things. 

Finally, she talked about 
how to have “hearts that wait 
and rest” when there is a 
time of waiting on god’s call 
(referenced from a publica-
tion called “readying Our 
hearts: a spiritual discernment 
workbook” by the Maritime 
conference – united church 
of canada).

Pat crowther presented 
some of her collected poems 
and quotes in one session that 
ranged from the profound to 
the quirky. 

it was a light-hearted look 
at how poetry soothes and 
entertains.

colleen carroll-Nisbett also 
presented a testimonial on the 
healing power of horses. col-
leen’s work with horses has led 
to a passion for using horses to 
help people with various issues 
ranging from PTsD to physical 
challenges. 

From equine facilitated psy-
chotherapy to therapeutic rid-
ing, she described the different 
programs that help people. 

she also noted how riding can 
help with one’s patience, body 
language, coordination, physical 
strength, fears, leadership skills, 
self-confidence, completion of 
tasks and slowing down. 

There are so many benefits 
to riding. she had the group 
so enthused that one person 
remarked, “i should buy a 
horse!” 

Other activities included 

bible study, an information 
session on some beautiful 
quilts by Juliette Nowlan from 
Quispamsis, eucharistic min-
istry from visiting clergy and 
plenty of good food from the 
staff at Villa Madonna!

On Friday evening, Bishop 
David edwards arrived just in 
time to host a wine and cheese 
for the clergy spouses, with his 
wife, Janet edwards. 

This year’s well-run event 
was organized by a group from 
the Miramichi area. Thanks 
to rose steeves, committee 

chair; Marguerite Barry, Pat 
crowther, colleen carroll-
Nisbett and gina Quann. 

As a newcomer to this event 
and to saint John, i found it 
uplifting to meet and talk with 
other spouses of clergy and to 
be reminded of the mercy and 
grace that comes from god. 

Next year’s clergy spouses 
retreat is scheduled for May 
8-10 at Villa Madonna. if you 
are a spouse of a new clergy 
in New Brunswick, contact 
the Diocese of Fredericton for 
more information.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:

The Rev. Canon Greg McMullin presides 
over Eurcharist at the Villa Madonna 
Chapel for the Clergy Spouses Retreat.

Playing guitar are Monica Langmaid 
and Charlene Routledge with Rosemary 
Moorhead (in back, with ribbon).

Bible study at the Clergy Spouses Retreat, 
with Marguerite Barry, Eva Morton, 
Monica Langmaid, (standing), Bonnie 
Dean and Lynn Corey.

Bishop David Edwards thanks the clergy 
spouses as he hosts a wine and cheese 
gathering. Front, from left: Joan Pain, 
Nancy Robinson, Vanessa McMullin.

 MinnA hARjupAnuLA photos

c l e r g y    s p o u s e s
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God’s hand at  
work: Baby Day!
Part five of a series on refugee  
resettlement in Saint John
By hArold Mcinnis

Last month saw the families 
prepare for the arrival of a new 
baby and the interparish efforts 
to make sure he was properly 
welcomed and had all he need-
ed. The two families include 
mother and father, Ramadan 
Samir and Ilias Wedad; their 
adult daughter, Ruba; their 
adult son, Ramadan Moham-
mad, daughter-in-law, Mara 
Touk Maha and their young 
grandson, Ramadan Samir. The 
three parishes involved in their 
resettlement are Coldbrook & 
St. Mary, St. Mark (Stone) and 
Saint John (Trinity).

with the baby shower over, the 
next day, July 12, was a day for 
the family to rest and take in 
all that just happened the night 
before and enjoy all the baby 
gifts they had just received.  
     i went to visit them that 
day and they were so happy, so 
pleased; but more than that, 
humbled by the caring and 
love that was shown to them 
the evening before. it was 
beyond their imagination and 
wildest dreams.  
     Not only was the baby 
shower a success, but also a 
validation of what this refugee 
experience is all about. 
     it was not about us; it was 
about helping a family in need 
who arrived in saint John 
three months earlier and had 
no idea what to expect. All 
they had were their suitcases 
that held all their belongings. 

The next day, July 13th was 
Baby Day — when the rama-
dans have their first-born ca-
nadian citizen in their family!

rick, Jill and i were up 
really early. i have never been 
involved, in any way, shape or 
form, with all the action sur-
rounding the  birth of a baby, 
either before, during or after.

Because Maha and Moham-
mad had to be at the hospital 
for 7 a.m., we had to arrive at 
the apartment around 6:30 to 
get them to the hospital on 
time. Mohammad was more 
relaxed than i was!

After Maha was admitted, 
Jill went to the delivery room 

to reassure Maha of the excel-
lent care she would receive. 
Once everyone was settled and 
all this understood, Jill, rick 
and i went down for coffee. 

The three of us sat around 
the hospital, like expectant 
grandparents, waiting for the 
baby to born. if things went 
according to plan, he would 
arrive around 8 a.m. we waited 
and waited some more. 

we spent the time reflecting 
on the past three months and 
all that had taken place. This 
birth would be the culmina-
tion of an event we had been 
anticipating since the day they 
arrived.  

The time had sure flown, 
and so much had been accom-
plished above and beyond the 
welcoming Team’s required or 
expected duties.  

During that time, many 
relationships and friendships 
had been formed, and we all 
agreed it had been, and would 
continue to be, a wonderful 
experience — one that, upon 
reflection, we would have not 
missed.

i personally believe it was 
under god’s will — all these 
things that have taken place 
were under his direction. Too 
many coincidences to be a 
coincidence. 

it was after 8 a.m. and still 
no word. Finally i got a text 
from Mohammad — still 
waiting. Maha’s time slot had 
been taken by an unexpected 
emergency.

At 10:58 a.m. i got a text 
from Mohammad with a photo 
attached — a new baby boy, 
delivered by c-section, named 
sam. it had finally happened! 

rick, Jill and i admired the 
photo of newborn sam, and 
breathed a sigh of relief. 

later that day and the next 
we visited Maha and sam. 
They were to stay in the hospi-
tal for a few days. 

The day before they were to 
come home, i went to see them 
again. i asked Mohammad 
how things were going. he said 
“Fine, but sam looks a little 
yellow.” 

“Yellow, are you sure?” i 
replied. 

‘compared to yesterday, he 
is,” was the answer. 

i immediately launched into 
panic mode. i had never even 
seen a newborn, let alone one 
that was starting to turn yel-
low. i just thought it was just 
his natural coloring.

The nurses didn’t seem too 
concerned and advised this 
was not uncommon. so baby 
sam and his family went home. 
My, what a good baby!

But as the week progressed, 
it seemed to be getting worse. 
Maha had a follow-up appoint-

ment for the following week, 
so in the meantime, Nurse Jill 
to the rescue.

we monitored the baby and 
took him to the doctor, but 
she didn’t seem too concerned 
and advised us that this was 
fairly common and it should 
pass. A week later we were off 
to the doctor for the follow-up 
appointment. 

By that time things were 
starting to settle down, and 
we were assured that all was 
well, but if his coloured didn’t 
change, to return. At this point, 

there were no alarms going off.
we finished off the rest of 

July and August watching Baby 
sam change and grow, and get-
ting his older brother, 5-year-
old little samir, ready to start 
kindergarten in september. 
The time was flying by. 

At the end of August, Maha 
and sam got a clear bill of 
health from the doctor, and the 
bit of jaundice was gone. All 
was well!

what’s next? You will have 
to wait and see. stay tuned for 
the september edition. 

Maha and Mohammad, with 
little Samir, 5, and their 
newborn son, Sam, who was 
born in Saint John. At right is 
Sam just minutes after he was 
born. 

subMittEd photos
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Featuring East Coast musical duo  
 

Saturday June 10th 7-10 PM  

Kitchen Party+Campfire: 20$/person 30$/Couple 

Kitchen Party+Campfire+Overnight in Cabin+ Breakfast: +10$

ABOVE:  Marjorie MacCausland celebrated her 100th birthday at 
Cathedral Memorial Hall May 10. A lifelong cathedral member, 
Marjorie was feted in fine style by the Health Ministry Team, her 
family and many friends. From left: Dean Geoffrey Hall, Bishop 
David Edwards, parish nurse Kathleen Snow and Marjorie.

BELOW:  Bishop David Edwards addresses staff during the annual 
staff retreat held at Villa Madonna in Rothesay. The two days in 
early May were spent discussing how staff can support the bishop in 
his vision of ministry for the diocese, as well as time spent touring 
Anglican House and cleaning at Outflow Ministry. Clockwise 
from left are Allan MacLean, the Ven. Cathy Laskey, Irene Adams, 
Bishop David, Cheryl Jacobs, Colin McDonald and Maren McLean-
Persaud. 

ABOVE:  Team members of the Boston mission trip visited “Place of Promise,” a recovery 
home for men and women with addictions and/or coming out of jail. It’s located in 
Lowell, Mass. This home, and many other locations the team volunteered during the 
first week of May had a profound and lasting impact on the members as they ministered, 
served and grew as leaders during their time in the Boston area.  

BELOW:  A spring celebration took place at 
Farraline Place in Fredericton where residents 
and ACW members gathered for tea May 
10. From left: Dorothy Dixon, Betty Adams, 
Maria Corsetti, Marilyn Spencer, home 
administrator Judy O’Donnell, Sheila Laidlaw 
and Betty Szo. 

jEssicA goWAn photo

Intergenerational  
ministries

Mcknight photos
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Province of Canada elects new metropolitan
Reprinted from the Diocesan 

Post
The rt. rev. ronald w. cutler, 
bishop of the Diocese of Nova 
scotia and Prince edward 
island has been elected as the 
next metropolitan of the eccle-
siastical Province of canada, 
succeeding Archbishop Percy 
coffin. 
     The archbishop-elect was 
ordained as deacon and priest 
in 1981 and elected bishop in 
2008 in the Diocese of Nova 
scotia & Pei. 

when asked to describe 
his vision for the Province of 

canada, the archbishop-elect 
responded, “i believe that if the 
Provincial expression of our 
church is to have any relevance 
to the ongoing faith life of An-
glicans in eastern canada, we 
must take seriously the ways in 
which the ‘political, economic, 
educational and social dimen-
sions’ of our lives have been 
changing.” 

The ecclesiastical Prov-
ince of canada consists of the 
Dioceses of Nova scotia and 
Prince edward island, Quebec, 
Fredericton, Montreal, eastern 
Newfoundland and labrador, 

central Newfoundland, and 
western Newfoundland. The 
Provincial synod normally 
meets every three years with 
delegates from all member 
dioceses. 
     The vote for the metropoli-
tan was taken electronically 
May 2-6 by the electoral synod 
of the ecclesiastical Province 
of canada with Archbishop-
elect cutler receiving the re-
quired majority in the houses 
of laity, clergy, and Bishops. 
The date of the installation of 
the archbishop-elect will be 
announced in the near future.

8 a.m. Registration Opens • 8:15 a.m. Eucharist 
(Chapel) • 8:50 a.m. Synod Convenes  

• 4 p.m. Adjournment 

Note: the 136th session of Synod will be a  
program session; committee and team reports 

are not required for the convening circular.

Greater Chapter Meetings Oct. 4-25  
DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES,  
plan to attend your meeting! 

Visit our website for synod details:  
anglican.nb.ca/synod/sessions

DIOCESAN SYNOD 2017  
136th Session, November 4 

Christ Church (Parish) Church, Fredericton

The Retired Clergy Tea is held each 
spring at Bishop’s Court and is a 
chance to renew old friendships. 
Clockwise from top left:  About 30 
people were on hand for fellowship 
and refreshments; Elizabeth Galey, 
Dottie Maxewell, Pat Crowther and 
Sharon Miller; retired Archdeacon 
Tom Crowther and retired Bishop 
Claude Miller; Isabelle Hockin, Joan 
Pain and Anne Marie LeGrand; the 
Rev. Canon Bruce Glencross and 
Kathleen McCombe; retired Bishop 
Bill Hockin and the Rev. Ted Spencer. 

ANNUAL

RETIRED  

CLERGY  

TEA

Mcknight photos
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What’s new in Roatán? 
Reprinted with permission from 
Episcopal Church of Roatán / 
Nelson and Kara Mejia Min-
istry.

Once more we have the 
privilege of sharing 
the ministry god has 

called us to through the epis-
copal church in roatán Bay 
island. we are very thankful 
for your faithful support that 
allows us to continue with our 
ministry.

The cursillo weekend is 
one of the evangelistic tools 
we use to bring men and 
women before christ, and just 
recently i had the privilege of 
serving as a spiritual director 
at a cursillo weekend with 84 
candidates.

it was a blessing for our 
congregation to have the op-
portunity to send four men 
to attend this event. Now the 
women are waiting to at-
tend their cursillo in July or 
August.

The last sunday of Febru-
ary we celebrated a children’s 
party at both congregations, 
emmanuel and st. Peter. This 
included activities for kids of 
different ages: music, prayer, 
games, food, a present and, 
the most important thing — a 
gospel presentation for all the 
kids.

This activity took place in 

every local church in roatán 
on the same day and at the 
same hour. Our goal was to 
bring Jesus to all the kids and 
adults who attended the event.

we began lent by calling 
our congregations to observe 
a very spiritual time even if we 
live on a paradisiac island that 
provides many opportunities to 
distract us from the true mean-
ing of lent and holy week.

Thousands of tourists, lo-
cally and internationally, are 
coming to roatán for holy 
week because this is con-
sidered a time for vacation 
and relaxation, not a time to 
become closer to god. 

we encourage our con-
gregations to attend all the 
services from holy wednesday 
to sunday to celebrate the 
resurrection.

On May 26-27 we will cel-
ebrate the Diocesan conven-
tion on the mainland, and two 
members from roatán church-
es will participate with us.

we are making great prog-
ress on the windows; we expect 
to finish them soon. These 
are glass windows and very 
soon we will have enclosed the 
church building.

At the beginning of the year 
we had the blessing of a visit 
from Tracey larter of Van-
couver. she taught english at 
emmanuel church based on 

The 3rd annual bishop’s pilgrimage, in the  
archdeaconry of Moncton this year, begins 
Sunday, May 28 at St. Paul’s in Browns Yard,  

and ends Sunday, June 11 at  
St. Philip’s in Moncton.

Why? Bishop David says:  
“it is important for the bishop to be seen 
in the diocese and to visit and pray in dif-
ferent parts of it; and it gives me an op-

portunity to slow down.” 

What you can do:
• Pray for the bishop and for those who will  
support him in this endeavour;  
• Join for an hour or a day.  
Call his office (506-459-1801, ext 223) for  
information

anglican.nb.ca/wp/pilgrimage/

Pilgrimage # 3

the book of esther. 
she also helped us build 

a fence to protect the church 
property, and planted some 
flowers by the front of the 
building.

so far this year we have had 
a few canadians visit roatan 
on a cruise from both Toronto 
and Newfoundland. it is always 
a blessing to meet friends of 
our friends from canada.

Please continue to pray for:
1. continued financial 

support for the next years as 
we continue to serve the lord 
on roatán, honduras. At 
this point, we are almost half 
way through our three-year 
agreement with the Diocese of 
Fredericton! 

we give thanks for your 
faithful support of us, our fam-
ily and our work over this past 
year through the Diocese of 
Fredericton. 

however, it ended up slight-
ly short of what is needed. 
Please pray that our financial 
support going forward will stay 
firm and increase enough to 
cover our needs.

2. The ongoing construction 
in coxen hole. windows are 
being installed. give thanks 
that a canadian from Toronto 
is giving funds to finish the 
rose window facing the street. 

And pray for the remain-
ing installation stages: walls to 
be stuccoed, cement concrete 
for the floor and ceramic tiles, 
to stucco the walls and do the 
floor.

3. Our congregations: st. 

Peter by the sea in Brick Bay, 
and emmanuel in coxen hole.

4. Nelson, who was asked by 
the Bishop to be part of a team 
helping those entering the 
ordination process.

5. gerardo, our youth 
leader, that god will continue 
to use him to guide young 
people.

6. short term mission teams 
from canada that plan to come 
to roatán.

7. spiritual and practical 
outreach in the local commu-
nities.

8. The episcopal church 
in honduras, for the process 
toward self-sufficiency by the 
end of 2019.

9. kara, who was selected 
with another priest to repre-
sent the Diocese of honduras 
at an event in the usA. 

This is to work on a three-
year program for youth min-
istry in our province, which 
includes honduras, ecua-
dor, colombia, Puerto rico, 
Venezuela and Dominican 
republic.

Thank you for your prayers 
and continued support that 
enable us to continue in this 
ministry. May god continue to 
richly bless you.

Nelson and Kara Mejia are 
Anglican priests of the Episcopal 
Church of Roatán, Honduras. 
Kara grew up in New Brunswick 
and is the daughter of the Rev. 
Gordon and Bell Thompson. 
View the Mejias’ blog at this 
address: nelsonandkara.
wordpress.com . You can support 
the mission of the Mejias by 
visiting anglican.nb.ca/ giving

ABOVE: With the help of Samaritan Purse, all the churches on the 
island celebrate a sort of family day on the same day, this year Feb. 
26, with activities, songs, dramas, choreography, games, food, a 
bible story, and of course, a shoebox full of goodies. 

BELOW: The window installation at Coxen Hole is going very well.

subMittEd photos
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Episcopal  
Announcements

The Ven. john 
sharpe will resign as 
interim priest-in-charge of 
the Parish of Bright, effec-
tive July 31.

• • •
congratulations are 

offered to the rev. chris 
VanBuskirk on being pro-
moted to the rank of Major 
in the canadian reserve 
Forces.

On saturday March 4 a small group of ladies 
gathered at holy Trinity Anglican church Parish 
of hammond river in Quispamsis to continue 
the great work started by the rev. eddie and 
gina Quann in October 2016 when the first 
workshop was held in the area.

To date 22 ragdolls have been made to high-
light the tragedy of human trafficking and many, 
many prayers have been said. 

The ragdolls were placed in the sanctu-
ary at holy Trinity and st. Augustine’s during 
lent, with prayers for those who suffer from the 
effects of human trafficking, being incorporated 
into the sunday liturgy.  

More workshops are planned. For more infor-
mation or to book a workshop, contact the holy 
Trinity Mission committee through the parish 
office at 847-0850.  

Pictured from left: sandra richard, Nancy 
Floyd, Donna Belyea, Vera raeburn, gail east-
wood and Peggy hanratty. Missing from photo 
is cleo cyr.

Ragdoll Prayer Project

a r o u n d   t h e   d i o c e s e  
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Got a prayer request? We can help with that.  

Send in your request and  
the diocesan synod staff will pray  

for you during Morning Prayer.  
http://anglican.nb.ca/wp/prayer/prayer-request/

d i o c e s a n   n e w s 

YIG chair inspired by NS conference
Jason Smith is the chair of 

the diocesan Youth and Inter-
Generational (YIG) team. He 
had the opportunity to attend 
the NEXT Conference in Truro, 
NS April 1. This is his report on 
the event, presented to the Fi-
nance Committee in early May. 

i had heard of the NeXT 
conference, organized by the 
Atlantic Baptist convention, 
but i did not realize it was an 
annual event. 

what is unique about 
NeXT compared to some 
other conferences i have at-
tended, like the canadian 
Youth worker conference 
that is held each November in 
Moncton, is that the focus is 
on children’s ministry, from 
preschool to grade 5 instead of 
teenage or youth adult. 

This age group is of great 
interest to me as most of my 
ministry within my parish, the 
Nerepis and st John, focuses 
on children’s ministry. 

i lead a weekly youth group 
called kingdom come for chil-
dren ages 5-12, which i have 
done for almost 10 years.

what drew me to attend 
this year’s NeXT conference 
were the various workshops 

they were offering. Over the 
last few years our Yig team 
has organized its own Dioc-
esan Youth Ministry confer-
ence and will do so again in 
sackville on sept. 30. 

Our focus this year will be 
on families and how churches 
and parishes can connect 
with them. The workshops 
the NeXT conference of-
fered fit some of the needs 
our parishes have identified 
or have requested assistance 
for. examples include how to 
compete with sports, how to fit 
into the needs of the commu-
nity and so on. 

The workshops i attend 
were reaching Your commu-
nity Through sports; where 
are They? seeing kids in your 
Neighbourhood; and Double 
Your Volunteers and Maximize 
Your impact. 

i also attended a seminar on 
strategic Moves to connect to 
Your community. The keynote 
speaker was stephen Michels 
who discussed the why we do 
what we do. 

The sports workshop was 
by the director from Atlan-
tic Zone, a sports ministry 
program that allows churches 
and parishes to team up and 

develop their own sports min-
istry within their church. 

it was very informative 
and might be useful for some 
parishes that have a gym or 
field and want to connect with 
youth. 

The where are They? ses-
sion focused on resources 
like the canadian census 
information to figure out the 
demographics of your area 
and how you can target certain 
age groups with programs and 
services. 

The volunteer workshop 
was an overview of a youth 
mentoring program that 
encourages youth (teens and 
young adults) to minister to 
children and younger groups 
by giving them tasks, goals and 
experience. 

The keynote was very good 
and i loved his illustration of 
the importance of children’s 
ministry by using Daniel, 
shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego as examples that we learn 
and develop our faith as chil-
dren, instilled by our parents, 
families and churches. 

As they were captured and 
enslaved at a young age, their 
faith was already strong and 
established, and by the time 
they stood up to Nebuchadne-
zzar, they would have probably 
lived longer as slaves than as 
free men. 

i know i am not doing 
justice to the illustration but 
the point is children’s ministry 
matters and often times we 
don’t see the flower blooming 
from the seed. in reality we 
just hope it buds into some-
thing.

The highlight of the con-
ference was the seminar on 
strategic Moves to connect to 
Your community with geoff 
Mclean from Point church in 
the Miramichi. 

his overview of how im-
portant it is for churches to 
get into the community was 
very powerful and relevant. 
i believe many parishes need 

to hear this message over and 
over. 

i talked to him after his talk 
and thanked him and asked if 
he was free this fall to attend 
the Yig conference as i felt it 
was important for the churches 
to hear. 

we also discussed my 
church, the church of the 
resurrection, and its response 
to the community by building 
an indoor playpark inside the 
church. he was amazed and 
thrilled with the idea. it’s an 
example of what he was talking 
about. 

Overall the conference was 
fantastic, informative and 
worth the trip down to Nova 
scotia. i was happy to hear that 
next year’s NeXT conference is 
going to be in Moncton and i 
will be discussing with the Yig 
team to set aside some funds 
in the 2018 budget to send a 
team. 

The workshops and semi-
nars i chose were intentional, 
with a diocesan perspective 
and how they can benefit the 
Yig team and the diocese. 

i look forward in bringing 
some of the ideas and pos-
sibility a guest speaker to our 
conference in the fall. 

The women of All Saint’s Anglican in Fredericton have 
been busy with a craft item called Comfort Bears. These 
soft and snuggly bears will be donated to the Dr. Everett 
Chalmers Regional Hospital and distributed to those 
whose lives would be improved by having a bear to 
cuddle. 

Comfort Bears

subMittEd photoSafe Church training has been ongoing through the spring, with many gatherings throughout the 
diocese to accommodate as many people as possible. In this photo  91 people met at Cathedral 
Memorial Hall on May 4 to hear the presentation by diocesan treasurer Irene Adams and Safe 
Church officer Allan MacLean, both at far right in the photo.  You can also complete the training 
online: http://anglican.nb.ca/legislation/safe_church.html .

Mcknight photo

safe church training
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The Rev. Chris Hayes is a 
musician as well as a priest 
serving in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock. 

Beautitudes project worth the 10-year wait 

m u s i c   c o l u m n

There have been many 
thematic projects and 
concept album proj-

ects. Think glory revealed, 
the wOrD, and so on from 
decades past.   
     sometimes they are the 
“brilliant idea” of record com-
pany marketing executives, 
thinking that many different 
artists together will bring all 
the fans of those artists to buy 
the album. Not so much.  
     These projects usually suf-
fer from lack of inspired (i’m 
not using that word lightly) 
creativity for as much diversity 
they have on the artist lineups.   
     But now, a project 10 years 
in the making — coming from 
a musician, not a marketer — 
has resulted in a very strong 
project. it’s based on some of 
the teachings of Jesus from 
the sermon on the Mount (st. 
Matthew 5-7), and is simply 
entitled, Beatitudes. And it’s 
incredible. 
     stu gerrard, of Delirious? 
fame, has been quietly putting 
together a group of artists with 

very wide ranging styles, which 
normally wouldn’t always work 
well, but his guiding hand 
throughout this project brings 
the message of these songs to 
the forefront, and the musical 
gifts of the musicians simply 
make that message stronger.  
     genres such as worship 
(hillsong uNiTeD, Amanda 
cook), adult contemporary 
(Amy grant, Michael w. 
smith), pop/rock (Martin 
smith, stu g), and spoken 
word (Propaganda, Becky 
harding) all find a home here. 
it’s a wide ranging project, to 
say the least. 
     “what does it mean to lis-
ten? i mean really listen, with 
no distractions or divisions...

listening to listen, not to re-
spond?” These are the opening 
words offering by Becky hard-
ing, and signal that this is not 
just another playlist.  
     individually, the songs on 
the album are well thought 
out, and the production value 
is incredible. it sounds won-
derful!  
     The first full song, “Oh 
Blessed” by Anthony skin-
ner, is a simple song of praise, 
which is beautiful in its sim-
plicity. 
     it is typical of many songs 
on this project, which are 
a little understated in their 

style, not overly energetic or 
rambunctiously excited, but 
very intentional, open in their 
arrangements, and easy to 
understand.   
     The one fault on the album 
might be that the first half is 
almost completely similarly-
styled songs. All sons and 
Daughters contribute another 
strong song called “You will 
Make a way,” though again, in 
this same style. 
     All that changes when “in 
the Middle” begins; this is the 
album’s first rock song. in fact, 
the entire second half is as di-
verse musically as the first half 
is consistent.   
     Now you will hear Pro-
paganda, along with Martin 
smith’s strong track “holy 
Troublemakers” (i love that 
title!).   
     Becky smith, whose beat-
smith work has interspersed 
the album with a 4-part track 
called “listen,” continues to 
demand the listener’s attention 
not stray. 
     There are important things 

to hear, her words say at you, 
rather forcefully at times. 
     You cannot skip through 
this album. You cannot simply 
have it on in the background 
while you do other things. stu 
garrard has done masterful 
work in guiding this project to 
fruition.   
     i can only imagine that 
what we hear now is his 10-
year dream fulfilled.  
     This is a different project 
from so many others. its mes-
sage is more at the forefront 
than so many others i’ve heard 
over the years. each song on 
its own does not speak for the 
whole, but heard all together, 
they do.   
     if you want music that 
means something, music that 
demands to be listened to, mu-
sic that can change a person, 
this is your album. go get it. i 
believe you’ll be glad you did.

Joanne Ham 
Diocesan Mothers’ Union president

Favourite book of the Bible: The Book of Psalms 
Birthplace: Montreal, Quebec 
What you love most about God: God’s beautiful  
creations 
Favourite place on earth: Our cottage in Shediac (Parlee 
Beach) 
Farthest you’ve been from home: Mexico 
Favourite meal or dessert: Spaghetti and anything 
chocolate 
Biggest fear: Heights 
Hidden talent: Finding great deals at the mall 
Favourite movie: The Sound of Music 
Your hobby: Cooking and baking 
Three things always in your fridge: Coke Zero,  
strawberries, milk 
Favourite Sport: Any sport my children are playing! 
Favourite Team: Riverview Blues Minor Hockey, my 
son’s team; Codiac Vikings Swim Team, my other son’s 
team. 

Anglican Healing Fund
For 25 years, the Anglican Healing Fund has 
financially supported local, community-led 
healing projects. 

As a response to the on-going legacy of  the 
residential school system, grants from the 
healing fund are made to encourage and  
initiate programs that help heal, educate  
and recover language and culture. 
 
In 2017, our goal is to replenish the Anglican 
Healing Fund through Giving with Grace for 
the next five years by raising $1 million. Join 
us in renewing our commitment to healing.

To learn more, visit - 
http://www.anglican.ca/healingfund/ 
To give, visit - http://www.anglican.ca/giving/

Of  projects funded since 1992, there have 
been nine in the Diocese of  Fredericton. The 
most recent was in 2016 at Tobique First  
Nation.
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y o u th   &   i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l

YIG news
greetings from the Yig (Youth 
& intergenerational) team! 
i pray that you are having a 
great year in your ministry 
with children and youth.  

youth on usB 
we want to let you know 

that the Yig team is hard at 
work, preparing a resource 
package that will hopefully be 
ready by the end of June that 
will include videos, curricu-
lum, links and various resourc-
es and materials that you and 
your parish can use in ministry 
to our youth.  
     The materials will be in a 
form of a usB drive and each 
parish will receive one. watch 
eNews and the Yig Facebook 
page for updates. 

clAy 2018
Details are not yet available 

except the date and location. 
The next clAY or canadian 
lutheran Anglican Youth 
gathering will be Aug. 15-19 in 
Thunder Bay, Ont. in 2016, the 
Diocese sent one team of five 
youths and two leaders. 

The Yig team would like to 
see a few more teams (which 
include seven youths and one 
leader) attend the 2018 gathering. 

Jason smith will be lead-
ing a team from the Parish of 
the Nerepis and st John and 
will be the coordinator for the 
diocese. 

if there are any parishes or 
youth who would like to join 
or form a team or want more 
details and information, con-
tact the Yig team. 

dyc
The Diocese of Fredericton 

and the Diocese of Nova scotia 
and Pei will be partnering for 
DYc (Diocesan Youth con-
ference) which takes place at 
camp Malagash, N.s. Oct. 
26-27. 

This conference is open 
to middle school age youth. 
Details about theme, costs and 
transportation are still be-
ing worked on. watch eNews 
and Yig Facebook page for 
updates.

This will be a great oppor-
tunity for youth to get together 
and experience a faith-fulfill-
ing weekend. This event is also 
a trial run partnership with 
our neighbouring diocese in 
hopes of future co-operation.  

dyMc
Youth leaders, clergy, youth 

delegates and volunteers, keep 
saturday sept.30 available to 
attend the third annual Dioc-
esan Youth Ministry confer-
ence, this year at st. Paul’s 
Anglican church in sackville. 

Details are still being 
worked out, but the theme will 
be how parishes can connect 
and relate with families in their 
communities. The day will in-
clude workshops, guest speak-
ers, breakout sessions and 
fellowship. All are welcome. 

diocesan Family camp
And finally the Diocesan 

Family camp at camp Medley 
is June 23-25. This is a fantastic 
inter-generational event for 
the whole family! everyone is 
welcome to attend! The fee is 
$150 per family. 

spend the nights in the 
cabins, enjoy the campfires, 
fellowship, fun or enjoy the 
beautiful sights of Medley. 
There is something for every-
one. contact camp Medley di-
rector Maren Mclean Persaud 
or visit camp Medley’s website 
for more details (campmedley.
ca). 

The Yig team would like 
hear from you — your stories, 
successes, news and happen-
ings. contact us: yigfton@
gmail.com 

By MAren McleAn PersAud

summer 2017 is here! we have 
had a busy spring, full of lots 
of visits to parishes, our very 
first Medley Meetup, getting 
our campsite ready, and pre-
paring for our staff ’s arrival; 
but now we are hunkering 
down for what will be a jam-
packed eight weeks of camp-
ing that is sure to go by more 
quickly than we want it to!  

if you are readers of the NB 
Anglican, i’m sure you have a 
pretty good idea of the things 
we do at camp: canoeing, 
campfires, silly songs, games, 
swimming and lots of laugh-
ing. 

But unless you are with us 
day in, day out, it’s hard to see 
the full impact that camp is 
having on the lives of hun-
dreds of children throughout 
New Brunswick. 

unless you are with us 
from sun up to sun down, you 
don’t know that the young girl 

What you might  
not know 

about summer camp

talking and laughing with her 
best friend at the end of the 
week came to camp alone and 
afraid, wearing a giant hooded 
sweater to hide in. 

You wouldn’t think that 
just sitting at a table for lunch 
would be a big deal, but for 
some of our campers, this is 
the first time in a long while 
that they’re eating three meals 
a day. 

unless you are up late at 
night with us, you don’t know 
that the camper crying because 
they don’t want to go home at 
the end of the week, spent the 
first couple nights of camp cry-
ing because they didn’t think 
they could make it to the end 
of the week. 

unless you are living in a 
cabin, you don’t know that the 
camper about to get into the 
canoe is not only out on the 
river for the first time, but is 
also outside of saint John for 
the first time. 

You would never know it 

just by looking, but the camper 
happily singing along at 
campfire has had a year more 
difficult than most adults could 
even imagine, and for the first 
time since last summer at 
camp is getting a break. 

if you aren’t here in our 
chapel each night, you might 
not realize that for some camp-
ers, this is the first time they’ve 
heard that god is real (and 
loves them!). 

when you support our 
ministry at camp, you are help-
ing to change lives and impact 
our kids in positive, meaning-
ful and lasting ways. 

camping ministry is not 
just something fun the church 
happens to do in the summer. 
it is a wildly powerful expres-
sion of god’s kingdom in the 
world and an agent for change 
in our communities. 

A week at camp can last a 
lifetime, and we are beyond ex-
cited to see what this summer 
will bring!  

Mcknight fiLE photo

Camp Brookwood’s  
anniversary/reunion day 

Saturday, Aug. 26,  
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the camp;  

rain date aug. 27. 
Music, barbecue, games and  

activities for past and present 
campers, staff and chaplains, and 

anyone young and old with a  
heart for Camp Brookwood.

campbrookwood.ca

grace Branch of st. georges in Bathurst turned 
101 on May 16. she was featured in the Northern 
light newspaper along with her recipe for Foamy 
lemon Pudding. To celebrate the occasion, here 
is her recipe. 

Foamy lemon Pudding
ingredients
1 cup white sugar
1 tablespoon butter
2 egg yolks
2 heaping tablespoons flour
1/4 teaspoon salt
juice and grated rind of one lemon
2 egg whites, beaten stiff
1 cup milk
Directions
cream butter and sugar.
Mix in egg yolks, flour, salt, lemon rind and 

juice, and milk.
Fold in the two stiffly beaten egg whites. 
Bake in dish which is set into a pan of hot 

water for about 30 minutes at 350 degrees F.  

CELEBRATE 50 YEARS OF CAMPING!




