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WELCOME
We are glad you have joined us for worship this morning. There are candles in the
Chapel for those who wish to light one and say a prayer at any time before and during
the service. We ask that you please turn all cell phones and other elecctronic devices off
or to "silent". After the service, we invite newcomers (and others!) to visit our Welcome
Table downstairs in the Lounge. This is a place where you can learn more about the
various activities and groups here at St. John’s, find contact information, ways to get
involved and have fun!

St John’s North Vancouver Parish recognizes we are on the unceded Coast Salish
territories within the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations.

Ministering today at our 10:00 a.m. service:

Celebrant: The Reverend Patrick Blaney
Preacher: The Most Reverend Melissa Skelton
Musician: Galina Martyniouk, piano and organ
Choir Director: Christie Smith
Intercessor: Maria Morellato
Children's Time: Kate Deans

Announcements
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The Gathering of the Community

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

All And also with you.

Celebrant Almighty God,
All to you all hearts are open,

all desires are known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily,
magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect
Celebrant Almighty God,
All you have shone upon us

the new light of your incarnate Word. May this
light, enkindled in our hearts, shine forth in our
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

Children's Time
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The Proclamation of the Word
The First Reading:
A reading from the book of Isaiah

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.

The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;

and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Isaiah 61:10-62:3

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 148
Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord from the heavens; *
praise God in the heights.
Praise the Lord all you angels; *
sing praises, all you heavenly host.
Praise the Lord, sun and moon; *
sing praises, all you shining stars.
Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, *
sing praises, you waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of the Lord; *
who gave the command and they were created,
who made them stand fast for ever and ever, *
who gave them a law which shall not pass away.
Praise the Lord from the earth, *
you sea-monsters and all deeps;
fire and hail, snow and fog, *
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
mountains and all hills, *
fruit trees and all cedars;
wild beasts and all cattle, *
creeping things and wingèd birds;
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, *
princes and all rulers of the world;
young men and young women, *
old and young together.
Let them praise the name of the Lord, *
whose name only is exalted,
whose splendour is over earth and heaven.
The Lord has raised up strength for this people *
and praise for all loyal servants,
the children of Israel, *
a people who are near to the Lord. Hallelujah!
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The Second Reading:
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you
are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child
then also an heir, through God.

Galatians 4:4-7

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All Thanks be to God.

The Gospel — First Sunday after Christmas

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Luke
All Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

When the time came for their purification according to the law of
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as
it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be
designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to
what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young
pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man
was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
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‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;

for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.’

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be
a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven
years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She
never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night
and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to
speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of
Jerusalem.

When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.

Luke 2:22-40

Celebrant The Gospel of Christ.
All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon The Most Reverend Melissa Skelton

Time for Reflection
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Apostle’s Creed

Celebrant Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,
All I believe in God the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated on the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the People

The Church: Archbishop Melissa Skelton, Linda Nicholls our Primate, Mark
MacDonald the Indigenous Archbishop of Canada and Patrick our Priest . Bishop Brent
Alawas, and the Clergy and People of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern Philippines.St.
John the Evangelist, North Vancouver - The Reverend Patrick Blaney; St. Stephen the
Martyr, Burnaby - The Reverend Ruth Monette; St. Stephen, West Vancouver - The
Reverend Canon Jonathan Lloyd.

The Local Community: City & District of North Vancouver, Queen Mary
Community School.

The World: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

Those in Need: For those who are sick, hospitalized and in need of our prayers.
This week, our prayers are requested especially for these members and friends of our
St. John’s faith community: Berna, Bruce and Ann, Elsie, Wilma, Kelly, Dorothy D.,
Jaye E., Elle D., Allison M. Also for Andy and Raili M., Meherunissa, Doreen S., Ruby
E., Frances B., Flo L., Barbara B., her daughter Karla and family, C.L.J.T., Sandro Y.,
Lesley G., Ron and Rosemary P., Pat K,. Lynne S., Peri M., Maria , Joan C., Liam,
Heather M., Anne D., Avis R., Yvonne M., Joel, Leone J. and Everett.
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The Dearly Departed: Those who are no longer with us but will live forever in our
hearts.

In Thanksgiving: In our cycle of prayer, we pray for these members of our faith
community: Bob, Nancy and Brooke Hardy, Jim and Linda Harrison, Julia Harwood,
Tyler Blake and Eleanor Blake, Merilyn Hicks and Joan Hodgson.

Confession and Absolution

Celebrant Dear friends in Christ,
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
God welcomes us
and invites us to this table.
Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept.

Celebrant Most merciful God,
All we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.
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Sharing of The Peace
We stand as we are able and greet our neighbours in the peace of Christ.

Celebrant May the peace of Christ always be with you.
All And also with you.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Gifts
Representatives of the people present the gifts of bread and wine for the Eucharist
(with money and other gifts for the needs and responsibilities of the Church) to the
deacon or celebrant before the altar. Your thoughtful and generous gifts enable our
worship and ministry to our world. We thank you.
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The Prayer Over the Gifts
Celebrant God of light,
All in the birth of your Son we see your glory.

May we who share in this mystery
grow daily in your love.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving/Eucharistic Prayer 2
(DoNW)
Celebrant May God be with you.
All And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them up to God.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to God our Creator.
All It is right to offer thanks and praise.

Celebrant We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious
God, source of life abundant. From before time, you
made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the
deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon,
and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living
thing. You made us in your image, male and female,
and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled
against you and wandered far away; and yet, as a
mother cares for her children, you would not
forget us. Time and again you call us to live in the
fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with saints and angels in the
chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our
voices to magnify you as we sing:
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All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant Glory and honour and praise to you, holy and living
God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death
and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with
favour upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might
conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God.
Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with
outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed
good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the
world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to
walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete
upon the cross the sacrifice of his life,
and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table
with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine.
Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and
said: “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and
remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was and
is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and
wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
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Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be
the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit over
the whole earth and make us your new creation, the
Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with St. John the
Evangelist and all your saints, from every tribe and
language and people and nation, to feast at the
banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honour, glory and
praise, for ever and ever.

All Amen.

Celebrant As our Saviour taught us to pray, let us sing,
All Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ

All We, being many, are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.



The Communion

Celebrant The Gifts of God, for the people of God.
All Thanks be to God.
All who love God and desire Christ are welcome to receive communion at this table.
Gluten-free wafers are available. Please let the Eucharistic Administrator know if you
wish to receive one. Anyone desiring a blessing should fold their arms across their chest
after receiving communion, as an indication to the priest.

Prayer after Communion

Celebrant Source of truth and joy,
All may we who have received the gift of divine life

always follow the way of your Son.
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
Amen.

The Doxology
Celebrant Glory to God,
All Whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Dismissal

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.


