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January 9, 2021 

Dear Congregations of the Western Iowa Synod ELCA: 
 
Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the Western Iowa Synod ELCA will meet in a virtual assembly on April 
9 - 10, 2021. 
 
We have contracted with “Lumi”, a company which hosts virtual events.  Voting members will need computers 
or smart phones and a good internet connection to participate in the events and to vote.  Congregation 
members may want to meet as a small group in a safe local socially-distanced setting.  Friday will be the 
mandatory “rehearsal” where you will become familiar with the software and the voting processes.  Because of 
the extensive use of electronics that will be used, please be mindful of that when electing your voting 
members.  You may want to invite computer savvy youth and young adults to help navigate voting members in 
the electronic processes - it’s a great way for both groups to learn something new. 
 
The assembly timeline looks like this: 

Friday, April 9  7:00 PM – 9:00 PM Mandatory rehearsal 
Saturday, April 10 8:30 AM  Plenary session 
Saturday, April 10 afternoon  Adjournment 

 
Registration and offerings will begin online on February 1, 2021.  Assembly reports will be available on the 
synod website at https://www.wisynod.org/synod-assembly-2021 by March 10, 2021 for downloading and/or 
printing.  Assembly reports will not be printed or mailed out.   
 
The deadline for submitting resolutions for consideration at the assembly is Monday, February 8, 2021.   A 
Guide to Writing Resolutions, the Policy for Handling Resolutions, and a Resolution Submittal Form are 
available at https://www.wisynod.org/synod-assembly-2021. Please remember that resolutions can be 
authored by individuals and congregations as well as conferences. 
 
Because we did not meet in assembly in 2020, we have many positions and committees to fill by election this 
year.  We will also be electing voting members to the Churchwide Assembly to be held in Columbus, OH in 
August, 2022.  The list of nominations needed by conference is enclosed.  
 
The assembly offering will be split between the Igumbilo Girl’s School in Tanzania and funding the bus 
transportation for all Western Iowa Synod youth to the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in July, 
2022.  Please contribute generously to these important ministries.  Our challenge amount is $20,000.  
Congregations are encouraged to: send their offerings to the Synod office; donate while registering; or donate 
online as soon as possible so that we can publish our progress to that goal. 

 

“Currents of Grace” 

Western Iowa Synod Assembly             April 9-10, 2021 
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Voting membership of the assembly includes rostered ministers and lay congregation members (including 
youth (up to age 18) and young adults (ages 18-30)).  Also be mindful that, according to the current 
congregation model constitution, voting assembly members are to be elected from congregations.      
 
Online registration is encouraged and will be available on February 1 at https://www.wisynod.org/synod-
assembly-2021.   An assembly registration form is also enclosed. Registration fees are as follows:  

 
Early bird rates:   Voting members - $110/person 

             (February 1 - March 15) Visitors - $110/person 
 

March 16 - March 29   Voting members - $130/person 
    Visitors - $130/person 
 
March 29   Last day to register! 

 
 
Please share this preliminary information with voting members if they are not registering for themselves.  If you 
have any questions, please contact the synod office at 712-732-4968. 
 
 
Grace and peace, 

 
 
 
 
 

Karen Post, Secretary 
Western Iowa Synod ELCA 
 
Enclosures: 
 Registration Form 
 Nomination List 
 Membership of Synod Assembly 
 
Deadlines: 
 Resolutions – February 8, 2021 

Early bird registration – March 15, 2021 
 
Resources available at www.wisynod.org: 
 Membership of Synod Assembly 
 A Quick & Easy Guide to Writing Resolutions 

Policy for Handling Resolutions at the Synod Assembly 
 2021 Resolution Submittal Form 
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