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Proverbs: The Way of Wisdom 
“Our Need For Wisdom” 

Proverbs 1:1-7 
Delivered during the COVID-19 pandemic via Livestream at Central Baptist Church on January 10, 2021 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 (SHOW SLIDE 1) How are you doing with your new year’s resolutions?  Have you worked 
off the turkey yet?  We make new year’s resolutions because we either want to change 
something that is not going well in our lives or we want to set a goal for something 
positive.  In short, we want to improve our lives.   

o If you want to improve your life you will need far more than resolutions and 
goals.  What you need is wisdom.  What I need is wisdom. 

 You may have a goal this year to be a better parent.  That’s great, but raising kids isn’t 
simple.  You need wisdom to navigate the endless complexities of parenting.   

o You may have a goal this year to improve your relationships.  That’s great, but 
friendships, family, and workplace dynamics are messy.  You need wisdom to 
navigate each and every situation because they are all unique. 

 You may have a goal this year to stop getting angry so often.  That’s 
great, but how will you do this?  You need wisdom to discern why you get 
angry and how you can handle situations in a better way. 

 A wise person knows how to navigate the complexities of life with skill.  So how can we 
become wise? 

o There is no better place to go than the book of Proverbs.  It’s all about wisdom.  
From today until a few weeks after Easter I want to work through the big themes 
of this book.   

 As we introduce Proverbs this morning I want to shape the message 
around three questions: What is wisdom? How does Proverbs teach us 
wisdom?  And, How should we begin our pursuit of wisdom? 

 
WHAT IS WISDOM? 

 So, let’s begin by asking, (SHOW SLIDE 2) What is wisdom? 
o Look at verse 2.  (SHOW SLIDE 3) “The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king 

of Israel: 2 To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words of insight.” 
 These are collected proverbs of King Solomon and other wise authors.  Why were they 

compiled into this book that we call Proverbs?  In order that we might know wisdom. 
o So, what is wisdom?  Let me give you a working definition that is missing one key 

piece I will add later. (SHOW SLIDE 4) Wisdom is the skill of navigating the 
complexities of daily life.    

 Wisdom is a skill.  None of us are born wise.  We have to grow in it.  That is why verse 2 
says we need to “receive instruction.”  It’s why verses 3 and 4 say we need to increase in 
knowledge and learning. 

o Proverbs is a great book because it sets the bar low.  It says we are all beginners.  
We all start off as ignorant, simple, and naïve.  We don’t like hearing that about 
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ourselves but Proverbs is saying that as soon as you drop your pride and say you 
want to learn wisdom then you are already on the right path. 

 This is especially true for young people.  While the book is for everyone, it 
is primarily directed at the young.  Young people haven’t you see how 
many adults make a complete mess of their lives through wrong choices 
and wrong actions?  To avoid this, you need to start growing in wisdom 
while you are young.  This book will save you a lot of pain if you will listen 
to it.  That’s why verse 4 says, (SHOW SLIDE 5) [The book of Proverbs is 
meant] to give . . . knowledge and discretion to the youth.” (Prov 1:4).  

 But this book is also for those who are older.  Even the wise can keep growing in their 
wisdom.  That is why verses 5 and 6 say, (SHOW SLIDE 6) 

o 5 Let the wise hear and increase in learning,  
and the one who understands obtain guidance,  
6 to understand a proverb and a saying,  
the words of the wise and their riddles. 

 So, wisdom is a skill that we need to learn and master.  But do not confuse wisdom with 
knowing a lot of facts or having a high IQ.  (SHOW SLIDE 7) Wisdom includes practical 
knowledge, but is far more than knowing facts. 

o Imagine if your brain had a direct line to Google.  You would know more facts 
and possess more information than any other person on the planet.   

 But would you be wise?  Not necessarily.  You can have the highest IQ in 
the world and not be wise. 

o Wisdom is more like EQ than IQ.  EQ stands for emotional intelligence.  
Emotionally intelligent people know how to empathize with others, know how 
much to talk and how much to listen, and can discern how they come across to 
others.  In fact, experts say that success in careers and enjoying healthy 
relationships is more dependent on EQ than IQ. 

 EQ is a good description of what Proverbs calls wisdom.  
 But let’s say one more thing about what wisdom is.  (SHOW SLIDE 8) Wisdom includes 

being morally good, but is far more than following the rules. Look at verse 3.        
(SHOW SLIDE 9)   

o “[The book of Proverbs is given in order]  
to receive instruction in wise dealing,  
in righteousness, justice, and equity” (Prov 1:2) 

 So a wise person cares deeply about living rightly, about justice in the world, and 
ensuring all people are treated properly.  The wise are morally good.  

o (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 10) In Proverbs this most certainly means living according to 
God’s good rules for our lives.   

 But there are many moments in life when there is no rule.  There are 
clear Bible verses telling you not to commit adultery but there is no verse 
that tells you who to marry.  That requires wisdom.   

 There is no Bible verse telling you which job to take, whether you should 
move to another city or stay in Victoria.   

 There is no verse that says if you should confront your colleague at work 
over something that happened or just let it rest.   
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 And yet a wrong decision on any of these issues can be disastrous.  
Wisdom means knowing the morally right thing to do when there 
is no clear rule. 

 So put all of this together.  It’s not good enough to be intellectually smart or to even be 
a person of high moral values, if you are not also a person of wisdom.  That’s because 
80% of life has to do with situations where there are no clear rules.  If you don’t make 
the right decision you can blow up your life.   

o We live in the most advanced and smartest generation in history.  But 
knowledge does not equal wisdom.  Wisdom is not learned through a google 
search and wisdom is not attained quickly. 

 We must learn it over time.  We must drop our pride and admit we need 
it.  And then we must pursue it through learning this book of Proverbs.  
Will you commit to this? 

 
HOW DOES PROVERBS TEACH US WISDOM? 

 That brings us to the second question which is this: (SHOW SLIDE 11) How does 
Proverbs teach us wisdom? 

o Look at verses 1-2.  (SHOW SLIDE 12) “The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, 
king of Israel: 2 To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words of 
insight.” 

 This first sentence tells us that we learn wisdom by learning proverbs.  (SHOW TITLE 
SLIDE 13) What are proverbs?  In English they short, pithy, sayings that contain wisdom 
for practical situations in life.   

o When I go cliff jumping at a lake with my kids I say, “Look before you leap.”   
o My financial advisor says, “Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.”   
o This past fall my dad helped me build an office in my backyard.  He’s a skilled 

builder.  I’m a novice.  He repeated one proverb over and over again: “Measure 
twice, cut once.” 

 Where do sayings like this come from and why do wise people repeat them?  They arise 
because a certain bad thing has happened so many times to so many people that we 
create the saying to teach people wisdom so they avoid pain.   

o Many people have leaped without looking and died.  Many people have lost all 
their money because they put everything in one bad investment.  Many pieces of 
wood have been cut too short and had to be thrown away because the 
measurement was wrong.   

 These proverbs instruct the young, the novice, the naïve, and even the 
experienced in how to live wisely. 

 The book of Proverbs begins with nine chapters of poetry introducing wisdom and then 
in chapters 10-31 it contains mostly these short, pithy proverbs.  The big difference is 
that this is God’s wisdom for how to live in his world and live wisely before him.  

o Here’s an example from Proverbs 19:11 (SHOW SLIDE 14)  
 “Good sense makes one slow to anger,  

and it is his glory to overlook an offense.” 
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o Since this book contains hundreds of proverbs like this we need to make sure we 
learn how to read them and how not to read them. 

 (SHOW SLIDE 15) How should you read an individual proverb? 
o Answer: (SHOW SLIDE 16) read each proverb like you eat a hard candy.  When 

you put a hard candy in your mouth you don’t bite down on it, crush it, and 
quickly swallow the sharp pieces.  You might break a tooth but even if you don’t 
you won’t experience its sweetness.  Even worse would be to put it in your 
mouth and immediately swallow it whole.  Yet, this is how most people read the 
book of Proverbs.  They try to read a few chapters at a time but that’s like 
swallowing dozens of hard candies.  It’s hard to do and you don’t taste the 
sweetness.  Or they read one proverb, think about it for a second, and then 
move on.  That is like chewing it and swallowing the pieces.   

 When you read a proverb, slow down and ask these questions (SHOW 
SLIDE 17) What kind of moments in life gave rise to this proverb?  When 
is such a moment likely to happen in my life?  What does this teach me 
about acting wisely in such a moment? 

 We can easily guess the answers for Proverbs 19:11. (SHOW SLIDE 18)  
o “Good sense makes one slow to anger,  

and it is his glory to overlook an offense.” 
 When people are quick to anger they ruin relationships.  This is especially 

true when people are quick to anger over little things and make a big deal 
about everything.  When could this happen in my life?  Just about every 
day at home or work.  Being wise means being slow to anger.  Practically 
speaking this means simply overlooking many small things.  Wouldn’t this 
single proverb fill your home with peace? 

o So read individual proverbs (such as this one) like you eat a hard candy.  Turn it 
over and over in your mind.  Think about situations. The longer you do this the 
more the sweetness comes out.   

 I am trying something right now.  I do my normal Bible reading and then 
read one or two Proverbs.  This gives me time to meditate on them. 

 (SHOW SLIDE 19) How should you not read an individual proverb? 
o First, (SHOW SLIDE 20) don’t read every proverb as a promise.  They are wise 

sayings, which means they true most of the time, but not necessarily promises.  
For instance, many Christian parents have raised their children in the ways of 
Christ but then their kids grow up and don’t follow Christ.  They say that God 
promised in Proverbs 22:6, (SHOW SLIDE 21) 

 “Train up a child in the way he should go;  
even when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

 This is not a promise.  It is a wisdom saying.  It is calling parents to 
be diligent in training their children in God’s ways because if you 
are faithful in this when they are young then generally speaking 
they will continue to follow God.  Not promising they will. 

o Second, (SHOW SLIDE 22) don’t read a proverb as applying to every situation in 
life.  A single proverb has enough wisdom to be applied broadly but it does not 
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include every single case.  For instance, do you need wisdom to know if you 
should respond to someone on social media who has said something foolish?   
Then listen to Proverbs 24:4-5 says, (SHOW SLIDE 23) 

 “Answer not a fool according to his folly,  
lest you be like him yourself.  
5 Answer a fool according to his folly,  
lest he be wise in his own eyes.” 

 Wait!  Which is it?  Should I respond to correct this person or not?  
You need to put the candy of these proverbs in your mouth and 
think through what it’s saying.  Sometimes it is very wise to 
answer the fool, but other times it is unwise.   

 Alright, I hope by now you see your need to pursue wisdom.  We all need this, not only 
so we can avoid blowing up our lives, but so that we can skillfully navigate the 
complexities of daily life.   

 
HOW SHOULD WE BEGIN OUR PURSUIT OF WISDOM? 

 If you want to grow in wisdom then let’s consider the third question, which is this: 
(SHOW SLIDE 24) how should we begin our pursuit of wisdom? 

o There is one big piece that we have not talked about yet and it is the key to 
everything.  

 If you want to be wise then Proverbs says there is only one place to start.  
If you don’t start here you will never be wise. It will be like taking the 
wrong fork in the road right at the beginning of your journey.   

 Where do we begin?  Verse 7 is the thesis statement of the book.  (SHOW SLIDE 25)  
o “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;  

fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 
 This word “beginning” means the first and all-controlling principle.  You never leave it 

behind.  It’s like learning the alphabet.  To write a book you must first learn the 
alphabet.  You begin there, but you never leave the alphabet behind.  You learn how to 
shape the alphabet into words, phrases, ideas, and stories.   

o In the same way, the fear of the LORD is the beginning of all knowledge and 
wisdom.  It’s where to start and it is the controlling principle all the way. 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 26) So the big question then is, what does it mean to fear the LORD?  
To fear obviously means to be afraid.  But in what sense are we to be afraid?  It does not 
mean to run away in terror from God or to think that God is always about to hit you. 

o Psalm 130:4 says that when you experience God’s forgiveness it actually 
increases the fear of God in you.  So, it can’t mean being terrified of God because 
no one experiences forgiveness and then screams in terror. 

 So, what are we afraid of?  Think of it like this: imagine you get to meet someone whom 
you greatly admire.  You shake their hand but suddenly your palm is all sweaty and you 
are short on breath. What is happening there?  You’re afraid. You aren’t afraid of being 
punished.  You aren’t feeling a sense of terror.  You’re afraid of acting wrongly or saying 
the wrong thing because you are so in awe of the person.   
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o That makes me think of the time I met one of my favourite pastors, a man 
named John Piper. It was after he spoke at a conference that I attended.  I was 
walking through the airport with some other guys to head home when I suddenly 
saw John walking toward us.  As we got closer, I wanted to say something but 
suddenly got overwhelmed and nervous, pointed at him, and blurted out, “Hey!  
It’s John Piper!”  As if he doesn’t know who he is!   

 What I’m showing you is that there is a type of fear that is motivated by 
joyful admiration.  There is a fear that is motivated by gladness and awe.   

 Proverbs is saying that wisdom begins when you come to see that there is one great fact 
about this universe that should affect every single part of your life.  The one great fact is 
that God exists.   

o Since wisdom means learning how to navigate the complex realities of daily life, 
it follows that you must understand reality to be wise.  At the very foundation of 
all reality is God himself.  Wisdom begins when you learn who God is and stand 
in awe of him.     

 This makes me think of Kenneth Grahame’s classic book, The Wind in the Willows. The 
animals named Mole and Rat are drawn to an island where they think they might 
encounter the god of their world. 

o Rat says, (SHOW SLIDE 27) “Here, in this holy place, here if anywhere, surely we 
shall find Him!” Then suddenly the Mole felt a great Awe fall upon him, an awe 
that turned his muscles to water, bowed his head, and rooted his feet to the 
ground. It was no panic terror—indeed he felt wonderfully at peace and 
happy—but it was an awe that smote and held him and, without seeing, he 
knew it could only mean that some august Presence was very, very near. . .  

 And then he catches a glimpse of the god.  He is awestruck.  (SHOW 
SLIDE 28) “Rat!” he found breath to whisper, shaking. “Are you afraid?” 
“Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with unutterable love. 
“Afraid! Of Him? O, never, never! And yet—and yet—O, Mole, I am 
afraid!” Then the two animals, crouching to the earth, bowed their 
heads and did worship.” 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 29) So the fear of the Lord is this great sense of awe and joy in who 
God is.  But it does not stop there.  To fear the Lord means that God’s existence effects 
every single area of your life.  Wisdom means you are afraid of ever offending this God.  
You want to please him in all you do. 

o There’s a good example of this in Exodus 1.  Pharaoh commanded the Egyptian 
midwives to kill every newborn baby who was a male. Exodus 1:17 says, (SHOW 
SLIDE 30) “But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt 
commanded them, but let the male children live.”   

 These women needed wisdom to navigate this difficult situation.  Their 
starting point and controlling principle was, “God exists.  What does God 
say about this?”  They may have been afraid of Pharaoh but they were far 
more afraid of displeasing the Creator of heaven and earth.   

 So, put this together now: what is the fear of God? Old Testament scholar Walter Kaiser 
writes, (SHOW SLIDE 31) “This ‘fear’ is not an attitude of terror or dread. It is instead a 
commitment of the total being to trust and believe the living God. . . The one who 
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fears God dreads nothing more than God’s disfavor. Such a worshiper wants nothing 
more than to know the living God intimately and submit to His will.”1 

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 32) How can you get this?  There is one final piece of what it means 
to fear the LORD that we have not discussed.  Yes, it is that God exists.  Yes, it is that 
God’s existence is the determining factor in everything.  But fearing God means entering 
into a personal relationship with him. 

o I want you to notice that Proverbs 1:7 does not say the fear of “God” is the 
beginning of knowledge.  That is true.  But it is far more specific than that.  What 
does it say?  (SHOW SLIDE 33)  

 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;  
fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

o It says “the fear of the LORD.”  That is key!  When you see LORD capitalized like 
that it is referring to God’s name.  This is the name he gave to Moses when he 
wanted to enter into a covenant relationship with the nation of Israel.  God gave 
Moses his name, which is YAHWEH.  Our Bible’s translate this with the 
capitalized LORD. 

 God’s name YAHWEH reveals what he is like.  His name means to be self-
existent.  Unlike you and I, God does not depend on anyone or anything 
for life.  He has life in himself.  He is self-existent.  But when he gave his 
covenant name to Israel he also promises to be with Israel and to be for 
Israel.  He promised to rescue them from slavery in Egypt.  So when you 
read the name Yahweh you can read it as “The self-existent God who is 
with us and for us.”   

 (SHOW TITLE SLIDE 34) And he has shown this supremely to you in sending Jesus.  Jesus 
name also reveals who he is and what he is like.  Do you know what the name Jesus 
means?  It means “YAHWEH saves!”  Jesus’ name means, “The self-existent God who is 
with us and for us has come to rescue us.” 

o Do you want to learn wisdom?  Then the place you must begin is by entering in 
to relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  The serpent in the garden 
deceived Adam and Eve into breaking way from God.  They ate the fruit because 
they thought they could become wise on their own.  But they became fools and 
humanity has suffered ever since.  Wisdom means turning away from the lie of 
the serpent and back to your Creator. 

 And what kind of God do you find?  A great and powerful God but one 
who is with you and for you in Jesus Christ.  You begin the path of 
wisdom and your grow in wisdom as you know Jesus, as you learn about 
reality from him, as you receive his teaching and follow it. 

 Will you follow the way of the serpent and seek to become wise on your own?  Proverbs 
1:7 says this is the way of the fool.  Or will you drop your pride, recognize that you really 
are not that wise, and say, “Jesus, you are ultimate reality.  You are all wisdom.  And I 
want to learn from you what it means to live wisely”? 

                                                      
1 Walter C. Kaiser Jr., Coping with Change – Ecclesiastes, (Ross-shire: Christian Focus Publications), Kindle 

Edition, Location 1341. 


