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So in the book of Acts... chapter 18...  

There's a bit of a conflict. 

There was guy named Apollos... 
Who was teaching...

All about God's Word.

 
And he was good.

He was an eloquent man...

And competent in the Scriptures.

He knew what he was talking about. 

He even taught people... 
The way of the Lord.

Jesus. 

 
BUT... the only drawback with Apollos was... [1 Baptism of John]

He knew ONLY... 

The baptism of John. 


Now... two disciples... named....

Priscilla and Aquila... 
Heard him... 
And stopped him...

And explained to him...

More accurately... 
About the way of God in Christ Jesus. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

And then... today's first lesson...

About Paul going to Ephesus... 

And surprisingly... when he arrived...  
He found some disciples there. 

 
This was his first trip to Ephesus... 

Where the heck...

Did these believers comes from???


Well. Apparently... 
Their knowledge of the faith...  
Was a little questionable. 

 
They were baptized in the name of John.

Which is kind of amazing...

Since this whole interaction... 
Is taking place...  
About 25 years...  
AFTER John the Baptist... 

Was beheaded. 




 
There was a gap of time.  
And they knew about Jesus.

But they were still baptized... 
In the name of John. 

 
So... you may be asking...  
What's the big stinking deal.

What difference does it make? 

If they were baptized...

In the name of John... 
Or the name of Jesus. 


Well... there are a couple differences. 

First... it's about who you are going to follow... 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

When I was a child... about 8 or so...  [2 A New Name]

One day... my step-father approached me... 

And he asked me...

If I would like to... 
Change my name. 


I was like... wait... 

You can do that?

You can change your name?

 
And he said... yes. 

 
Immediately... I was thinking of better names... 
Than Rod.  

I always thought... 
Rod was kind of a dorky name. 

And you know...  
I loved comic books... 
We've talked about that before... 
 
So... I thought...  
Wouldn't it be cool...

To change my name... 
From Rod Hank...

To Steve Hawk. 

Man of Action.

 
That sounds so much better. 

 
But as you probably figured out... 
That's not what he was talking about. 
 
He was suggesting...  
That I would change my last name...

To his last name. 


That was a let down. 




I didn't want to do that. 

Because it would connect me... 
To who he was... 

What he did.

What he said. 


I would be a part of him. 

And I didn't want to be. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

See... in the Bible... 

A name... is more than a name. 

There is a deep ceded significance... 
To the name you choose to embrace. 


So to be baptized... [3 Connected]

In name of someone... 
Means you are connected to them.


You are under the authority of...

You are in the power of... 

You do things...

On behalf of... 

 
The name to which you are connected. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

So... what does it mean... 
That when we say... we are baptized...

In the name of Jesus.


It's not just a nice little platitude... 

A meaningless... trite... and trivial... 
Sort of thing.

 
To be baptized in the name of Jesus... 
Means that we are submitting... to him. 


We become the students...

He becomes our Teacher.

 
We become the followers.

He becomes our Leader.


We become the disciples.

He becomes our Lord and Master. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Through baptism...

We are clearly saying...

You are the One... 
Who is leading my life.


Your Word... is God's Word.

Your Life... is my life.

Your Way... is what I'm trying my very best... 




To follow.

 
Because I want to be like you... 


It's acknowledging...

The power of Jesus.

The authority of Jesus.

The connection that Jesus has... 
With God the Father. 


He is the voice.

The face.

And the only One... 
In this whole world...

Throughout all time... 

The only One... 
Who knows... 
What it means....

To do what God wants us to do.

To be who God wants us to be.

To say what God wants us to say.


If we want to know how to...

Be in a relationship with God... 
We have to be willing...

To listen to... and to follow Jesus. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

And so... everything we say or do...  [4 Test]

Any person... we choose to give power... 
In our lives. 

Any idea... that comes down the pike...  
Needs to be tested... 
And measured... 
And evaluated...


Not against the standards of the world... 
Because those standards... 
Are less than ideal. 


We need to test ourselves... 
And our world... 

And our thoughts... 

And our words.


Against the teaching 

And the life 

And the will 

And the love...

Of Jesus. 


That's what it means... 
To follow him. 




--------------------------------------------------------------------

So listen.  [5 Capitol]

I know... that around the world today... 

Pastors are going to be preaching...

About what happened...

In the US Capitol... 

This week. 


And I'm telling you...

I am absolutely sure...  
That you could hear...

Whatever you want to hear... 

On either side... of the political spectrum... 

Coming from the pulpit today. 


You can find a church... 

Conservative or Liberal...  
that will agree with you. 


But you know... 

I'm not going to do that. 

And I hope you understand why. 


It's because you have called me... and Pastor Ryan... 

To proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


It's my job...

To make sure... 
We are upholding...  
The teaching and the life...

The death and the resurrection...

And everything else...

About and from Jesus. 

 
Over and above... 

Any other human authority... 


It would be irresponsible for me...

Against my call and my conscience...  
To make things up... 
Based on my opinion. 

Or to make you happy. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

So... in light of that...

I have to tell you... 

I heard one of the people... 
Who were supporting...  
The protestors... 

You know... the protestors... who made some seriously bad choices... 
Which lead to the desecration...

Of the center of our democracy... 


And the destruction... 




Of federal property... 

 
And led directly... 

To the death of five people... 
Who just didn't need to die. 


Now... please don't get defensive...  
Because the destruction...  
That happened during the protests this summer... 


And destroyed... 

The businesses and the livelihood...

Of innocent people... 
That wasn't right either. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

But anyway... let me get back to the story. 

This person said... in reference to the protestors... 

The same thing happened to Jesus. 

He was persecuted by the state. 


And I've got to tell you.

That is not the TRUTH. 

The same thing... 
Did not happen to Jesus. 


He was not trying to make a political statement. 

He was not trying to fight his way in...

To overturn a decision of the state. 


He did not storm... 

The sacred halls of the Roman government...

Which of course... if he tried... 

He wouldn't have lasted...

One minute. 

 
Social political takeover... 

Was not his agenda. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

As a matter of fact... [6 Gethsemane]

If you remember...  
When he and the disciples... 
Were in the garden of Gethsemane...

At the very end of his work on earth... 

 
The Roman guards... 

Came to arrest him. 

 
At that moment.

Peter drew his sword.

And cut off the ear... 
Of one of those guards.

 
But what did Jesus say. 




Do you remember?


He said... NO MORE OF THIS.

He stopped his disciples...

Because he was there... 
To fulfill the will of God.

Not his own desires.

Not the desires of a reckless man... 

Peter... who constantly... 

Acted impulsively. 


And then... 

If you please remember...

After the violence was done. 


Jesus healed the man.

He healed his wound.

Helped his enemy... 
Who was there to arrest him. 

Which led to his death. 


He gave that guard... his life back. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

All I'm saying is that you and I... 
Who claim to be followers of Christ... 

We need to be careful... we need to be certain... 

When we invoke the name of Jesus.

 
We need to make sure... 

It's his agenda... 

And not our own. 


We need to constantly test...

What we are saying and doing... 
Against the life and the words...

Of Jesus Christ... 


AND if we are wrong...

Then we need to stop.  
We need to lay it down. 

And resubmit to the will of Christ. 


It's what defines us... 

As Christians. 


It's what makes us different... 
Than the rest of the world. 


It's what God wants from us. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
And honestly... I'm a little tired...

Of people on both sides...  
Claiming and misusing... the authority of Jesus... 
To do whatever they want to do. 




It's not right. 

It's not holy.

It's not the way... 


Someone who has submitted...

To the will of Jesus...

And has been baptized...

In his name...

Ought to act. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Kind of heavy handed... so let's not end there. 


Because there is one more difference... [7 Holy Spirit]  
Between the baptism of John...

And the baptism of Jesus. 


John's baptism... was intended to prepare... 
People to receive the One... 
Who was coming after him.


John himself said... 
I baptize with water for repentance... 

But the One who is coming after me...

Is going to baptize... 
With fire... which represents power... 

And the Holy Spirit.

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Have I ever told you... 
That I'm a tree climber. 


When I was a child again... [8 Tree Kid]

I used to climb this big oak tree...

In the empty lot...

Across from our house...


And Mom... would yell at me...

Not to go too high... but I didn't listen... 
Because I love to climb trees. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Then... when I became an adult... 
I did not give up my childish ways.

I learned how to climb trees...

Using ropes and harness...  [9 Tree Climber]

 
I learned from an arborist... 
Who belonged to the church I was serving... 
And she taught me...  
How to climb... 

These 50 foot monster trees... 
As the wind blew and moved the branches... 




I learned how to rest and sway...  
At the tops of the trees. 


But... hold on... I said... I am a tree climber. 

Not true.  I haven't done anything...  
That tree climbers do... for over ten years. 

And you can't claim to be a tree climber... 
If you don't climb trees. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Same thing with following Christ. [10 Following Christ]

You can't claim to be a follower of Christ... 
If you aren't willing to serve Christ.

To follow him.

To submit to his will...

And to do his work in the world. 


The good news is... 
That we have not been left to our own devices... 
We do not have to rely on our own power.

When we were baptized in his name... 
He gave us the living power of God.

The Holy Spirit.

 
Which lives and dwells... 
Out in the vastness of the cosmos...  
But also inside of you and me. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

And it's the job of the Holy Spirit...  
To work in us and through us. 

 
To accomplish God's will...

In our hearts... 
And in our world. 

It's the gift we have been given. 


The power of God...  
To help us... 
Stay on the straight and narrow...

Focused on and believing in Christ... 
 
But also helps us...  
To do stuff... 
To be stuff... 

To serve... other people... 
In the name of Christ. 


The Holy Spirit... 
Gives us the desire... 
To be faithful followers. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

So... let me ask you... how you doing with that?

Is the Holy Spirit working in you... today?

Is the Holy Spirit working through you... today?




And don't worry... 
I've been asking myself the same question.  
I need to be held accountable too. 


Because I don't know if you noticed... 
But this world... is in a state of... well... this world. 

And we who know Jesus... we know... the cure... 

To all the hate...

And the pain... 
And the suffering...  
And the hopelessness... 


We know the cure is Jesus. 


And in his Holy Name. 

We can work. 

We can do things. 
We can say things.

 
That build up...

Instead of tearing down. 
 
That give people hope... 
That God has not abandoned us...

 
That brings love... 

To people who desperately need love... 

 
And yes... even if it's in the form...

Of food...  
And clothes... 
And whatever else...

People need. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

All that I'm saying is... 

How is the Holy Spirit moving you today?


What do you want to do... 
In the name of Christ today?


How do you want to live...

In the name of Christ today?


Because you have been baptized... 
In his Holy and Righteous Name.

And that means something. 

 
You have been given... 
His authority...

His power... 
His love...

His life...

His hope... 




 
For the sake of this world. 


So what are you going to do? 

In the name of your Lord and Savior... today? 


Thanks be to God.  Amen.


