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Globally, Deaths From War And Murder Are in
Decline

The world is getting safer, even if it doesn't necessarily feel like it

By Colin Schultz
smithsonian.com
March 21,2014

The world is getting safer, at least so far as people killing other people is concerned. Globally, says a new
report from the Human Security Report Project, deaths from war—either between state powers or by a
government against its people—have been generally in decline since the end of World War II. The report:

During 2012 —the most recent year for which there are data—the number of conflicts being
waged around the world dropped sharply, from 37 to 32. High—intensity conflicts have declined
by more than half since the end of the Cold War, while terrorism, genocide and homicide
numbers are also down.

The report, says Fast Company, “counts wars and war deaths (international and civil), murders, and other
violence (including political coups), and compares the numbers historically.”

It shows, for example, that the number of international wars has fallen hard since the 1950s
(from more than six a year, to less than one a year now).

Likewise, the number of war deaths has also plummeted. In the 1950s, there were almost 250
deaths caused by war per million people. Now, there are less than 10 per million. "There are have
been some pretty extraordinary changes and they haven't been recognized," Mack says. Military
leaders, for example, say we live in the "most dangerous time ever." And yet, in statistical terms
at least, this isn't remotely true.

The recent rise of organized crime-related killings has made up for he drop in state-based conflicts, to some
extent But the difference in magnitude between these events and the atrocities of war means that, on the
whole, the recent uptick in murders hasn't erased the improvements elsewhere.

Colin Schultz is a freelance science writer and editor based in Toronto, Canada. He blogs for Smart News and
contributes to the American Geophysical Union. He has a B.Sc. in physical science and philosophy, and a
M.A. in journalism.



Percentage of years in which the ‘Great Powers’ fought one another, 1500-2015 — by Max Roser

Between 1500 and today there were more than 50 wars between ‘Great Powers'. The Great Powers:
Data are aggregated over 25-year periods. Entire period ~ France and England/Great Britain/U.K.
Since 1949 — China
5 100% Since 1898 — USA
unm Since 1740 — Germany/ Prussia
= 90% Since 1721 — Russia/USSR
o ° 1905 t0 1945 — Japan
5 1861 t0 1943 — Italy
..m, 80% 17th and early 18th century — the Netherlands and Sweden
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Data source: Steven Pinker (2011) - The Better Angels of Our Nature: Why Violence Has Declined. Basea on gata from Levy, J. S., & Thompson, W. B, (2011) - The Arc of War
The mteractive data visualisation 1s available at QurWorldinData.org. There you find the raw data and more visuahsations on this topic Licensed unaer CC-BY-SA by the author Max Roser.
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