
	  
	  
Part One: Love 
Let’s be honest, the last thing most of us need is another thing, especially if it’s just 
going to be one more commitment to add to a busy schedule.  And for a lot of 
people, that includes pursuing faith.  It may work for other people, but it’s just not for 
us. That makes total sense in the midst of an overwhelming number of things that 
compete for our time and attention… unless exploring your faith wasn’t just one more 
thing, but changed everything. 
 
Scripture: 1 John 4:7-12 
 
Bottom Line: Love gives life by sacrificing life. God gives us life by giving us His life. 
 
Discussion Questions 
1.  We often use the word ‘love’ to mean many different things. (Example: I love 

pizza, I love my wife, I love watching TV). What are some of the different types of 
‘loves’ and how do they differ from each other? Share some examples of things in 
your life that you would say you ‘love’ but in totally different ways. 

 
2. Love is intense and we may not always feel like our faith is as passionate as it is 

at other times. What are some reasons that we become complacent or indifferent 
towards growing in our faith? 

 
3. Read 1 John 4:7-12 together. What are the things that are written here that you 

think are most important for helping us understand this passage? 
 
4. What do you think it means that God is defined as love, as opposed to the many 

other things that we might think define God’s essence? Do you find it comforting 
or challenging (or both) that God is love? Why? What are the implications of this 
statement?  

 
5. What do verses 9-10 tell us about the kind of love that is being addressed in this 

passage? How does this differ from other kinds of love that we might 
experience? Why do you think it is important that John gives us a picture of what 
God’s love really looks like?  

 
6. Based on what you read here, what definition would you give to the type of love 

that is described?  
 
 
Moving Forward 
Indifference and love are mutually exclusive. Are there areas of your life and faith in 
which you have allowed indifference to interfere with a loving relationship with God 
and others? What is one way in which you could address that issue throughout this 
series? Are there ways that the group can help to keep you committed to that 
pursuit? 


