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Prelude  

Welcome 

 

Hymn: “Baptized and Set Free”     Red Book # 453 
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Remembering our Baptism 

We believe that our baptism is the most important day of our lives, because on that 

day God called us each by name and claimed each of us as his own forever. The 

Lord adopts us into his family, and makes us a part of the Body of Christ in the 

church. 

So it is good and important to remember and celebrate that day when our baptism 

happened. We gather in baptism dates, to try to recognize each of our members.  

Today we are recognizing those whom we know were baptized in the final four 

months of the year. I will read the names of those who are listed with a baptismal 

anniversary from September through December, to be recognized today. 

As you gather at home, you can pour some water a bowl and dip your finger in the 

water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead as a remembrance of your 

baptism.  

You can also light a candle to celebrate the light of faith. We give a lighted candle 

to each person as they are baptized, saying, “Let your light so shine before others 

that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.”  

A reading from Galatians: “In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through 

faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 

longer male or female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” 

When you were baptized you were claimed by God, and marked with the cross of 

Christ forever. You can remember your baptism with thanksgiving and joy. 

Today we affirm that baptism and its ongoing power in our lives. Baptism makes 

us children of God and followers of Jesus as long as we live and in heaven forever. 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church.  

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 

the powers of this world that rebel against God, 

and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response:  

I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

The group makes affirmation: 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

The minister addresses the assembly. 

I ask all the people of God, do you promise to support and pray for these baptized 

and for one another in your life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 

Let us pray. Gracious God we thank you for the new life you give us through Holy 

Baptism. Bless each person here as they mark the anniversary of their baptism.  

We give you thanks, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 

cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in all your people the gift of 

your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 

might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence both now and forever. Make us faithful as we follow you as long as we 

live. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 



May you live God’s peace and follow Jesus as you live out your baptism.  

May the Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you  

Let us share that peace with one another. 

 

Hymn: “God of Promise, Let These Signs of Grace” All Creation Sings # 959 

Refrain:  God of promise, let these signs of grace      

  kindle in our hearts a song of praise. 

1 Life-giving water soaking our dryness, drowning our sin each day,      

making us new – mercy come streaming from you. 

2 Word of proclaiming, breath on the water, planting your promise –             

the voice from above: “This is my child, my beloved.” 

5 Robe of adoption growing God’s fam’ly, wrapping our brokenness              

in the divine – love become symbol and sign. 

Text: Paul Damico-Carper, b. 1981 

Music: STELLAN Paul Damico-Carper 

Text and music © 2017 Paul Damico-Carper, admin. Augsburg Fortress 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711151 

 

P The Lord be with you 

C And also with you 

Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day 

Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the 

waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may 

follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s Message 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-5 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 

swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 

was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 

the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God  



Psalm: Psalm 29 

 1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

 4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.  

 5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 7The voice | of the LORD 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 8The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.  

 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.  

Second Reading: Acts 19:1-7 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came 

to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the 

Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even 

heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you 

baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with 

the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come 

after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the 

Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 

them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about 

twelve of them. 

The Word of the Lord 

C Thanks be to God  

 

 



 

Holy Gospel: Mark 1:4-11 

C  Glory to you, O Lord 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 

the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with 

a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 

torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon by Pastor John Rothfusz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sermon Hymn: “Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized” Red book # 304 

 
 Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711151 

 

Offering:   God calls each of us by name in our baptism, and declares that we are 

his own beloved children. Let us use our lives to show our praise and thanks as we 

lift our tithes and offerings to the Lord. Please take a moment now to make an 

electronic offering to the church on the website, with the Tithe.ly app or write a 

check and send it in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn: “Bright and Glorious is the Sky”    Red Book # 301 

 
 All rights reserved. Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-711151 

 



Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Lord in your mercy,” 

please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

Announcements 

Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn: “Shall We Gather at the River”     Red Book #423 

 
  Public Domain 

 

 

*Dismissal 

P Go in peace, serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God!  

Postlude 


