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Hi everyone, 
This Sunday we hear from the gospel of Mark, 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. 
And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased." 
 
In the past few days we said goodbye to 2020 and turned to face 
a new year.  Last Wednesday marked the beginning of a new 
Church season – the season of Epiphany. 
 
Epiphany is, by its very nature, a season which points us 
forward, into the future, into the NEW.  The word itself means 
“to show forth”, “to shine forth”.  Something new about God is 
revealed, something is made more plain, clearer than it was 
before.  The traditional Epiphany story - three kings from the 
East bearing gifts, gifts which declare who Jesus is:  gold for the 
King, frankincense for God, myrrh the burial ointment 
foreshadowing death.  Jesus is being “shown forth” to the world. 
 
And then today’s Gospel account we have another Epiphany – 
another showing forth. Jesus’ baptism by John in the Jordan 
river.  After years of hiddenness - Jesus at the age of thirty 
appears amongst the crowds of people, and is baptized.  Another 
“epiphany”, another “showing forth”.  All the signs of divine 



revelation are there:  the heavens opening, the descent of the 
Holy Spirit, and the voice. 
 
Now why would Jesus begin his ministry with baptism?  
 
Well, certainly there’s no doubt that Jesus was making a 
powerful statement here. Jesus, by being baptized in the Jordan, 
is re-enacting the crucial turning point of the people of Israel - 
crossing the Jordan into the Promised Land.   
 
Jesus had a real knack for taking ancient Jewish stories and 
symbols and turning them into something new… - through the 
waters of the Jordan, the waters of baptism, Jesus, like Joshua, 
will lead us into the Promised Land of salvation, of new and 
abundant life. 
 
Jesus baptism also demonstrates a solidarity, with all people 
who were coming to be baptized by John, a continuity between 
John’s preparing the way (the “baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins) and the beginning of Jesus’ own ministry.   
The baptism of Jesus becomes the example for a new ritual. Just 
as it marked the beginning of his earthly ministry, so it is now 
the ritual that marks the beginning of our Christian journey. 
 
The Gospels say nothing about Jesus’ inner self at the time of 
his baptism. But - it seems to me that the same man who 
struggled in the Garden of Gethsemane before his arrest, also 
struggled with the implications of what he was being called to 
do.  I think he knew what his ministry would entail. I think he 
knew what it would demand of him.    
 



Like any of us faced with a major life shift, or challenge, or 
demand, Jesus needs time to work it out. He knows he’s going to 
be severely tested.  And when he finally seeks out John who is 
out by the Jordan river, Jesus is saying “yes” to the will of God.  
And by submitting himself to baptism by John, Jesus reveals 
that he is prepared to be the one who comes to be the Servant, to 
serve, rather than be served.  
 
Back in Advent, we had a study series that took a close look at 
the prophet Isaiah. One of the things we talked about was how 
well both, Jesus, and the Hebrew people of his time knew the 
writings of this prophet. Isaiah spoke clearly about a new kind of 
leader for the people.  
The prophet spoke of someone who would be a suffering 
servant. A shepherd who would serve his flock even to the point 
of suffering. 
 
Isaiah goes on to say that the servant is given as a covenant to 
the people - a promise that there is an eternal connection 
between God and humanity - we just need to pay attention and 
see it. The servant is a light to all the nations, opening the eyes 
of the blind - not simply the physically blind, but those who are 
blind to the suffering that is going on about them.   
 
In contemporary terms, the servant is to be an antidote to the 
narrow-minded thinking and selfishness that is so prominent 
today.  
 
There is no doubt that at his baptism in the river Jordan, Jesus 
was taking upon himself the role of the suffering servant. He 
was saying yes to God’s will. He was saying yes to revealing 



God’s love to the people - even if it brought him to the point of 
great suffering. 
 
Jesus’ baptism reveals who he is.  The son of God who has been 
sent to do God’s will. As followers of Jesus, you and I are also 
revealed for who we are.  Through our baptism we are offered a 
new path to walk on.  
As his followers we are offered the possibility of being healed 
from our blind and selfish ways and, raised into a new life of 
serving one another. 
 
As followers of Jesus, it’s our calling to say NO to the darkness 
that is around us. It’s our calling to say NO to the selfish ways 
of our society. It’s our calling to speak out and say NO to those 
who take advantage of the little vulnerable ones.  
 
It’s our calling to show that comforting a neighbour in distress is 
more valuable than receiving a box of stuff on your doorstep 
from Amazon. It’s our calling to show that respecting God’s 
creation is more important than acquiring the latest convenience. 
It’s our calling to show that God’s love is everywhere around us 
and that God’s love can work through us if we have humble and 
generous hearts. 
 
Like Jesus, the point of our journey is to serve rather than be 
served.  
 
The Promised Land that Jesus invites us into is not a physical 
place that we need to find. 
The Promised Land that Jesus invites us into is what happens to 
our lives, our families and our community when we walk this 



journey with a humble heart and are committed to serving one 
another.  
It’s what happens when we love God our creator and love our 
neighbour as self. 
 
Let’s help each other live our lives in such a way that God can 
look on us and say, 
 
“These are my children, the beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 
 
INFSH. Amen. 
 


