
Proverbs 1:1-7 (ESV) 
 

The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of       
Israel: 

2 To know wisdom and instruction, 
    to understand words of insight, 
3 to receive instruction in wise dealing, 
    in righteousness, justice, and equity; 
4 to give prudence to the simple, 
    knowledge and discretion to the youth— 

5 Let the wise hear and increase in learning, 
    and the one who understands obtain guidance, 
6 to understand a proverb and a saying, 
    the words of the wise and their riddles. 
 
7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; 
    fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
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INTRODUCTION:   

 

1. What is wisdom? 

“1 The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel:  2 To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words 
of insight.”  Proverbs 1:2 

 

 Wisdom is the skill of navigating the complexities of daily life. 

“[The book of Proverbs is meant] to give . . . knowledge and discretion to the youth.”  Proverbs 1:4 

 

“5 Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance, 
6 to understand a proverb and a saying, the words of the wise and their riddles.”  Proverbs 1:5-6 

 

 Wisdom includes practical knowledge, but is far more than knowing facts. 

 Wisdom includes being morally good, but is far more than following the rules. 

“[The book of Proverbs is given in order] to receive instruction in wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, and 
equity.”  Proverbs 1:3 

 

2.  How does Proverbs teach us wisdom? 

“1 The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel: 
2 To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words of insight.”  Proverbs 1:1-2 
 

“Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.”  Proverbs 19:11 



How should you read a single proverb? 

 Read it like you eat a hard candy. 

1.  What kind of moments in life gave rise to this proverb? 

2.  When is such a moment likely to happen in my life? 

3.  What does this teach me about acting wisely in such a moment? 

 

“Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.”  Proverbs 19:11 

 

 

How should you not read a single proverb? 

 Don’t read every proverb as a promise. 

“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.”  Proverbs 22:6 

 

 Don’t read a proverb as applying to every situation in life. 

“4 Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest you be like him yourself. 
5 Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own eyes.”  Proverbs 24:4-5 

 

 

3.  How should we begin our pursuit of wisdom? 

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;  fools despise wisdom and instruction.”  Proverbs 1:7 

 

“Here, in this holy place, here if anywhere, surely we shall find Him!” Then suddenly the Mole felt a great Awe fall 
upon him, an awe that turned his muscles to water, bowed his head, and rooted his feet to the ground. It was no 
panic terror—indeed he felt wonderfully at peace and happy—but it was an awe that smote and held him and, 
without seeing, he knew it could only mean that some august Presence was very, very near. . . 

“Rat!” he found breath to whisper, shaking. “Are you afraid?” “Afraid?” murmured the Rat, his eyes shining with 
unutterable love. “Afraid! Of Him? O, never, never! And yet—and yet—O, Mole, I am afraid!” Then the two animals, 
crouching to the earth, bowed their heads and did worship.”   —Wind in the Willows (K. Grahame) 

 

“But the midwives feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male children 
live.”  Exodus 1:17 

 

“This ‘fear’ is not an attitude of terror or dread. It is instead a commitment of the total being to trust and believe 
the living God. . . The one who fears God dreads nothing more than God’s disfavor. Such a worshiper wants noth-
ing more than to know the living God intimately and submit to His will.” —Walter Kaiser 

 

 

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;  fools despise wisdom and instruction.”  Proverbs 1:7 

 

 


