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Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church  
“Peace” 
Scripture: Luke 1:57-79; Psalm 126; Malachi 3:1-4 
Hymns: Hope is a candle (vs 2/5 insert following responsive call to worship); 
Blessed Be the God of Israel 752; My life is in you, Lord (insert); Here is 
bread: here is wine 546; Come, thou long-expected Jesus 110 
November 29 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
The familiar song drifted in over the radio. 
 I hadn’t heard this particular ‘cover’  
  And was intrigued by the vocals and the arrangement. 
 
Instead of letting it just wash over me, 
 As I am in the habit of doing, 
  This time I actually listened. 
 
“It’s coming on Christmas 
 They’re cutting down trees 
  They’re putting up reindeer 
   And singing songs of joy and peace 
 
Oh I wish I had a river I could skate away on 
 
But it don't snow here  

It stays pretty green  
I'm going to make a lot of money  

Then I'm going to quit this crazy scene  
 
Oh I wish I had a river I could skate away on  
 
I wish I had a river so long  

I would teach my feet to fly  
I wish I had a river I could skate away on  

 
I made my baby cry”i 
 

For the first time I actually listened to this song 
 And was kind of taken aback. 
 
You see every time I had heard it before 

I just thought it was another Christmas jingle. 
  But when I actually listened 

I discovered a sad song of lament. 
 
It was kind of a surprise. 
 I mean we hear this song every Christmas. 
  How did a lament become a Christmas staple? 
   How did it find a place 

Among those other joyful, playful songs? 
 
If we are honest with ourselves 
 I think that most of us would describe the Christmas Season 
  As a season of great contrasts  

and incredible emotional swings. 
 
There are many gatherings, but there is lots of loneliness. 
 There are engagements, and there are break-ups. 
  We hear promises of peace even as we gear up for war. 
 
Just consider this past week. 
 
We were just recovering from the shock of those attacks in Paris, 

“Je suis Paris!”, 
  When we heard about some shooting in San Bernardino. 
   
That same Wednesday the British Parliament  

Voted on military action in Syria. 
 
And less that an hour after that vote 

Two bomb-laden Tornado jets left the tarmac  
To deliver Seasons Greetings. 
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Of course the chaos in the world around us 
 Only mirrors the dysfunction 

in our own private lives. 
 
Has tight Christmas scheduling  
 Led to arguments among your family? 
  Will decisions about Christmas spending 
   Add stress to your relationships? 
 
Maybe you find yourself singing that song 
 I heard on the radio: 
 
“Oh I wish I had a river I could skate away on… 

I wish I had a river so long  
I would teach my feet to fly”ii 

 
Sometimes when we look at pain in the world around us… 
 Sometimes when we look at our own struggles… 
  We just want an escape. 
 
Pause 
 
Todays passage come as a sharp contrast 
 To these challenges I’ve been talking about. 
 
Today’s passage is literally oozing with joy. 
 
On the surface level this joy is easy to discern: 

An aged, childless couple miraculously conceive;  
  A child is born in the geriatric ward. 

What could be more blessed than this? 
 
But when the Zechariah, the father speaks, 
 we begin to understand that his joy 
  is about more than his newborn son. 
 
 

In Zechariah’s song, the Benedictus, 
 (named after the first word of its Latin translation) 
  joy comes from recognising that God’s promises 
   Are now being fulfilled. 
 
Zechariah blesses God for the political redemption 
 That is coming to his people: 
 
“[God] has raised up a mighty saviour for us… 
 As he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets… 
  That we would be saved from our enemies 
   And from the hand of all who hate us.”iii 
 
Zechariah blesses God for this political redemption that is coming. 
 And Zechariah praises God for the moral and spiritual salvation 
  That is also on its way. 
 
He notes that his newborn will prepare the people, 
 By speaking about forgiveness, 
 
But his main focus is on the God’s Sunrise, the Dayspring 
 Who will “give light to those who sit in darkness 
  [and] guide our feet into the way of peace.”iv 
 
While many of us are looking for an escape from this world 
 And its pains and challenges 
  Zechariah speaks of One breaking into our world 
   To offer us salvation and peace. 
 
We know who Zechariah is talking about, don’t we? 
 We know he is speaking about Jesus Christ. 
 
But if Jesus has come, and this is the season 
 Where we celebrate his advent, 
  Then why then are fighter-planes dropping bombs 
   And extremists plotting shootings? 
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Why are families fighting 
 And relationships breaking apart? 
 
What seems clear, at least from this passage, 
 Is that salvation is ongoing 

And that peace is a process.  
 
Listen again to that song of Zechariah: 
 
“Through the heartfelt mercies of our God, 

God’s Sunrise will break in upon us, 
Shining on those in the darkness, 

       those sitting in the shadow of death, 
 
Then showing us the way, one foot at a time, 

 down the path of peace.”v 
 
One foot at a time. 
 One foot at a time. 
 
Peace is found in opening ourselves 
 To the teaching and direction of Jesus 
  And following him ‘one foot at a time’. 
 
You may be wondering, 
 So how do I follow this Jesus? 
 
One step forward with Jesus 

Is sharing in that meal 
  That he is hosting for us this morning. 
 
The Lord’s Supper opens our eyes to our need for a savior, 
 All the while helping us recognise 

 the tender mercy of our God. 
 
 
 

Being honest with ourselves, 
 And seeing, touching, tasting God’s love 
  makes an incredible difference. 
 
Our inner world shifts, 
 Our hearts undergo a transformation. 
  We start experiencing that promised ‘peace’. 
 
Think of a person that you know 
 Who at this moment is particularly troubled. 
  Think of that person… 
 
What would it mean for them 
 To have just a taste of that ‘peace  

that passes all understanding’? 
 
How would it affect them and through them 
 Impact their network of relationships?  
      
One agitated soul who has finally found peace, 
 Well that can make a world of difference. 
 
Imagine if all 70-80 of us  

discovered a greater sense of peace this morning. 
  What would be the result? 
 
That ‘peace’ would ripple through the lives of our families 
 It would flood out into our neighborhoods, 
  It might just turn the world upside-down.  
 
 Giving newfound determination to the elderly man 
 Who finds the daily grind difficult. 
  Providing that necessary protection 
   To that young woman being lured 

into a fatalistic world-view. 
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Doling out grace amidst the disconnected family  
 who primed for a holiday dinner blow-up 

as they gather around the dinner table. 
 
Conferring confidence to legislators  
 Who are making difficult decisions on our behalf. 
  
 
 
 
 

i “River” Joni Mitchell 
ii “River” Joni Mitchell 
iii Luke 1:69-71 NRSV 

The possibilities are endless 
But for this to begin we need to position ourselves 

  To become recipients of God’s tender mercy. 
 
That means instead of looking for a way out, 
 Discovering the ways we can allow God in. 
  Letting Jesus lead us 
   “one foot at a time, 

down the path of peace.”vi 
 

Amen. 

iv Luke 1:79 NRSV 
v Luke 1:78-79 MSG 
vi Luke 1:79 MSG 

                                                           


