
Common Understandings





Common 
Ideas 

about the 
Kingdom of 

God

1. God’s Kingdom 
is the rule of God 
in the heart of a 
person.



1. It falls short of God’s 
intention.



Matthew 
6:10

May your Kingdom 
come and your will 
be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.



1. It falls short of God’s 
intention.

2. It can become self 
focused.



Luke 11

42 “But woe to you Pharisees! 
For you tithe mint and rue and 
every herb, and neglect justice 
and the love of God. These you 
ought to have done, without 
neglecting the others. 43 Woe 
to you Pharisees! For you love 
the best seat in the synagogues 
and greetings in the 
marketplaces.



Luke 11

44 Woe to you! For you are 
like unmarked graves, and 
people walk over them 
without knowing 
it.”45 One of the lawyers 
answered him, “Teacher, in 
saying these things you 
insult us also.”



1. It falls short of God’s 
intention.

2. It can become self 
focused.

3. It tends toward pride 
and comparison.



KEY LESSON

Jesus is not a big fan of 
private spiritualities and 
personal pieties that don't 

involve the practice of 
love and justice in the 

world.



Common 
Ideas 

about the 
Kingdom of 

God

2. God’s Kingdom 
is not of this 
world, only 
spiritual.



John 18

33 …and Pilate called 
Jesus and said to him, “Are 
you the King of the Jews?” 
34 Jesus answered, “Do 
you say this of your own 
accord, or did others say it 
to you about me?” 
35 Pilate answered, “Am I a 
Jew? Your own nation and 
the chief priests have 
delivered you over to me. 
What have you done?”



John 18

36 Jesus answered, “My 
kingdom is not of this 
world. If my kingdom were 
of this world, my servants 
would have been fighting, 
that I might not be 
delivered over to the Jews. 
But my kingdom is not 
from the world.”



The physical 
earth - planet

1
The human 
race – people

2
The worldview 
that is at odds 
with God -
philosophy

3



For God so loved the WORLD that 
he gave his only begotten son that 
whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life

John 3:16 1. The physical earth 
- planet

2. The human race –
people

3. The worldview that 
is at odds with God 
- philosophy



Do not love the WORLD or 
the things of the WORLD. If 
anyone loves the WORLD, the 
love of the Father is not in 
him.

1 John 2:15
1. The physical earth 

- planet
2. The human race –

people
3. The worldview that 

is at odds with God 
- philosophy



The true light which gives light 
to everyone was coming into the 
WORLD. He was in the WORLD 
and the WORLD was made 
through him, yet the WORLD did 
not know him.

1 John 2:15
1. The physical earth 

- planet
2. The human race –

people
3. The worldview that 

is at odds with God 
- philosophy



Matthew 20

20 Then the mother of the sons 
of Zebedee came up to him 
with her sons, and kneeling 
before him she asked him for 
something. 21 And he said to 
her, “What do you want?” She 
said to him, “Say that these 
two sons of mine are to sit, one 
at your right hand and one at 
your left, in your kingdom.”



Matthew 20

22 Jesus answered, 
“You do not know what 
you are asking. Are you 
able to drink the cup 
that I am to drink?” 
They said to him, “We 
are able.”



Matthew 20

23 He said to them, “You 
will drink my cup, but to 
sit at my right hand and at 
my left is not mine to 
grant, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared 
by my Father.” 24 And 
when the ten heard it, they 
were indignant at the two 
brothers.



Matthew 20

25 But Jesus called them 
to him and said, “You know 
that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, 
and their great ones 
exercise authority over 
them. 



Matthew 20

26 It shall not be so among 
you. But whoever would be 
great among you must be 
your servant, 27 and 
whoever would be first 
among you must be your 
slave, 28 even as the Son 
of Man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for 
many.”



KEY LESSON

The Kingdom that is not of 
this world instructs us to 
embody a different ethic, 

one of love and 
servanthood not violence 

and domination.





Common 
Ideas 

about the 
Kingdom of 

God

3. God’s Kingdom 
is already present 
or not yet 
present.



The Kingdom 
of God is 

like…
 Yeast in the dough (Matthew 
13:33)



The Kingdom 
of God is 

like…

 Yeast in the dough (Matthew 
13:33)
 A mustard seed (Matthew 
13:31)



The Kingdom 
of God is 

like…

 Yeast in the dough (Matthew 
13:33)
 A mustard seed (Matthew 
13:31)
 A rock that grows (Daniel 2:31-
35)



This time is a time of 
training.

Jesus challenges us to 
exercise greater faith.

In the waiting, we are 
bearing witness to the 
kingdom that is coming.



KEY LESSON

We are invited to live into 
the Kingdom now which 

involves demonstrations of 
the love, justice, power and 

presence of God.



Getting 
practical this 

week…
 Read through Matthew highlighting 

all the references to the Kingdom.
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Getting 
practical this 

week…

 Read through Matthew highlighting 
all the references to the Kingdom.
 Choose to pray more boldly, writing 

down specific requests.
 Spend some time listening to hear 

God’s voice – keep your Bible 
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life and ask God what he wants you 
to learn through it.



Getting 
practical this 

week…

 Read through Matthew highlighting 
all the references to the Kingdom.
 Choose to pray more boldly, writing 

down specific requests.
 Spend some time listening to hear 

God’s voice – keep your Bible 
handy.
 Look at a difficult situation in your 

life and ask God what he wants you 
to learn through it.
 Choose to demonstrate love toward 

a difficult person in your life. 
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