Thursday, May 27

Acts 22:30,23:6-11

Since he wanted to find out what Paul was being accused of by the Jews, the next day he released him and
ordered the chief priests and the entire council to meet. He brought Paul down and had him stand before
them.

When Paul noticed that some were Sadducees and others were Pharisees, he called out in the council,
‘Brothers, | am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. | am on trial concerning the hope of the resurrection of the
dead.” When he said this, a dissension began between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was
divided. (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, or angel, or spirit; but the Pharisees acknowledge all
three.) Then a great clamour arose, and certain scribes of the Pharisees’ group stood up and contended, ‘We
find nothing wrong with this man. What if a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?’ When the dissension
became violent, the tribune, fearing that they would tear Paul to pieces, ordered the soldiers to go down, take
him by force, and bring him into the barracks.

That night the Lord stood near him and said, ‘Keep up your courage! For just as you have testified for me in
Jerusalem, so you must bear witness also in Rome.’

Psalm 16: 5-11
5 O Lord, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, | have a goodly heritage.

7 1 will bless the Lord who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me, night after night.

8 | have set the Lord always before me;
because he is at my right hand | shall not fall.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the Pit.

11 You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy,
and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore.



John 17:20-26

‘1 ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that
they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and | am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may
believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me | have given them, so that they may be one,
as we are one, | in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know
that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, | desire that those also, whom
you have given me, may be with me where | am, to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world.

‘Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but | know you; and these know that you have sent me. |
made your name known to them, and | will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me
may be in them, and | in them.’

Collect

Almighty God,

you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ

with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven.
Mercifully give us faith to know

that, as he promised,

he abides with us on earth to the end of time;

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen



