Space for God Crucified

One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So you're the Messiah, are you?
PREPARATION Prove it by saving yourself-and us, too, while you're at it!"
But the other criminal protested, “Don't you fear God even when you have been
sentenced to die? We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done any-
thing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your King-
dom.”
And Jesus replied, "l assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
(Optional reading: Luke 22:14-23:56)

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
See, my servant will prosper; he will be highly exalted. Isaiah 52:13

WORSHIP

My old self has been crucified with Christ.
It is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me. So | live in this earthly body by
trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. ANCHORING PRAYER

Galatians 2:20 The cross reveals Your great love for me.

REVIEW OF THE HEART

What feelings are evoked in my heart as | meditate on the cross of Christ?
How seriously do | consider God’s wrath and judgement?

CONFESSION

He was despised and rejected— a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief.
We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. He was despised, and we
did not care. WISDOM
But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. He was beaten so we
could be whole. He was whipped so we could be healed. Isaiah 53:3,5

Unjustly condemned, he was led away. No one cared that he died without
descendants, that his life was cut short in midstream. But he was struck down for
the rebellion of my people. Isaiah 53:8

MEDITATION — Luke 23:26-43*

For the time has come for judgment, and it must begin with God's household.
And if judgment begins with us, what terrible fate awaits those who have never
obeyed God’'s Good News? 1 Peter 4:17

As they led Jesus away, a man named Simon, who was from Cyrene, happened to be
coming in from the countryside. The soldiers seized him and put the cross on him
and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large crowd trailed behind, including many
grief-stricken women. But Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem,
don't weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the days are
coming when they will say, ‘Fortunate indeed are the women who are childless, the
wombs that have not borne a child and the breasts that have never nursed.’ People
will beg the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and plead with the hills, ‘Bury us.’ For if these
things are done when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

Two others, both criminals, were led out to be executed with him. When they came
to a place called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals were also
crucified—one on his right and one on his left.

As for me, may | never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Because of that cross, my interest in this world has been crucified, and the
world’s interest in me has also died. Galatians 6:14

TESTIMONY Whatis God saying to me?
INTERCESSION Prayers for the Church, for others, and for me.

BENEDICTION

Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the
soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice.
The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “"He saved others,” they said, “let him
save himself if he is really God's
Messiah, the Chosen One.” The sol-
IN SOLITUDE AND/OR COMMUNITY diers mocked him, too, by offering
Read Slowly, several times. him a drink of sour wine. They called
Reflect What does the text say? out to him, “If you are the King of the
Respond  How does it relate to my life? Jews, save yourself!” A sign was
fastened above him with these
words: “This is the King of the Jews.”

Rest | welcome God’s healing and renewal.

Since we have been united with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he
was. We know that our old sinful selves were crucified with Christ so that sin
might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For when we
died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. And since we died with
Christ, we know we will also live with him.
We are sure of this because Christ was
raised from the dead, and he will never
die again. Death no longer has any power

over him. [Amen]
Romans 6:5-9 Speak and act from a listening heart.

SPACE FOR GOD DAILY
Be still and quiet before God.
Seek the Holy Spirit’s filling and gui-

Actively serve in community with others.
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