
GROW
VEGETABLE SEED PACKETS NEEDED 
To benefit Good Works, Inc.
Epworth is collecting donations of vegetable seed 
packets for shipment to Good Works in Athens, 
Ohio. The seeds will provide food for vulnerable 
Good Works neighbors, seniors and disabled who 
look to their vegetable garden as their “grocery” 
for nutritious and healthy food.  As you place your 
seed packets in the Good Works box (located in the 
Lobby) know that you are empowering people to 
experience joy, health and dignity which comes from 
growing their own food.  The packets will be mailed 
in mid-March.  Many thanks for helping out!

MISSION
To embrace people exactly where they 
are and empower all to know, love, and 

serve God through Jesus Christ.
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LENT
AT EPWORTH

WEEKLY REMINDERS

LENT BIBLE/GROUP STUDY
Thursdays 12-1:15pm - Lobby - Led by Pastor Doug & Pastor Dave

Sundays 6:15-7:30pm - Children's Church - Led by Pastor Beth & Pastor Jennifer

We will be examining author Mike Slaughter’s book Made for a Miracle: 
From Your Ordinary, to God’s Extraordinary. In this exploration you come to 

discover your unique gifts and how they may be used by God to make 
miracles happen. 

THE RED CROSS NEEDS YOU
Epworth is hosting a Blood Drive this Saturday, 
March 16 from 9am-2pm in the gym. Extreme cold, 
snow, and rain during January and February cre-
ated an emergency need for blood of all types, and 
need is always there. Sign up at redcrossblood.org 
for either whole blood or “Power Red” (double-red 
cell) donations. You can also ask for a donation time 
by signing up on the connection card, or email Pas-
tor Beth at beth@epworth.com. Walk-ins the day of 
the drive are also welcome.

CPR/AED CERTIFICATION
Epworth is hosting CPR and AED certification 
training this Tuesday, March 12 from 6-9pm in 
Rooms 205 and 207. If you would like to learn the 
latest life-saving techniques and how to operate the 
automatic defibrillator in the lobby, this class is for 
you. Anyone is welcome to participate. The cost is 
$65 (payable at the class) and the certification is 
good for two years. The class size maximum is 20, 
so RSVP to Pastor Beth at beth@epworth.com as 
soon as possible. Thank you!

WE’D LOVE FOR YOU TO EXPLORE EPWORTH -- TONIGHT!

Join us tonight from 5-7pm for a one-time informal meeting called Explore 
Epworth in the church lobby. Enjoy dinner and conversation with your pastors, 
andexplore the possibility of membership. Those who choose to join will be 
received as members next Sunday, March 17 in worship, but you’re never 
obligated to join. Contact Pastor Jennifer at Jennifer@epworth.com if you'd 
like to ask questions or are interested in joining us. You and your family are 
welcome exactly as you are.

eexplore
pworth

ADULT SINGLES
Single, divorced and widowed adults in the Toledo 
community are invited to join. RSVP to Nancy Hauer 
at hauer.nancy@yahoo.com or call 419.885.4595. 
The next opportunity to join us is:

March 17: St. Patrick’s Day Celebration - 1:30pm 
- Reynolds Garden Cafe, (1220 Reynolds Rd.)

FRIENDS IN FAITH BUNCO
Once a month, Friends in Faith hosts a women’s 
Bunco night at one of our homes.  All women are 
welcome, even if you have never played before.  
Bunco is a simple game, but it is more about the 
Christian fellowship. Bring a side dish,  appetizer or 
dessert to share.  We start at 6:30pm with dinner 
before we play.

March 19:  Karen Wyckoff’s house, (1959 
Pinedale, Toledo). RSVP to KarDAv4@aol.com. 

# VOLUNTEER HRS:    JANUARY:
Tutoring:   52
Book Initiative:   11
Garden Club:  4
Library:   57 
Other:   3
Special Events:   0
Total: 127

YTD:
248

63
19

251
23
50

654

# VOLUNTEERS: 30

# STUDENTS SERVED WEEKLY
Book Initiative:   46
Tutoring & Kindergarten Aides:   76
Library:  348

HAWKINS SCHOOL
 PARTNERSHIP

ALTAR FLOWERS
A donation was made to the Epworth 

Floral fund this Sunday by Sylvia Clark 
and Emmett Beavers in memory of

 Emmett and Jean Beavers.



ANNOUNCEMENTS & CARE GROW
CURRENT SUNDAY BIBLE STUDIES:
• 9:45am  |  Adult Bible Study  |  Rm 214  

Studying Adam Hamilton’s book, Simon Peter: 
He was not rich or educated, but was familiar 
with hard work, and left everything to follow 
his teacher, yet still struggled with doubt. 

• 9:45am  |  Coffee & Conversation  |  Rm 213 
Currently studying Guardrails by Andy Stan-
ley. This updated version explores the areas 
where we tend to “flirt with disaster” in our 
lives and how to prevent from taking those 
final steps that lead to trouble.

• 9:45am  |  Connection Point  |  Rm 205 
Geared towards post high school through 
mid-twenties, the goal is to provide a faith 
based place to connect with peers and dis-
cuss issues relevant to this stage of life. Lead 
by Chuck & Robin Campos.

• 11 am  |  Sermon Notes  |  Rm 214 
Discussion around individuals understand-
ing of the scriptures’ relevance to their  
journey. 

CURRENT WEEKDAY STUDIES:
• 9:15am | Tuesday Women’s Study | Rm 214 

On a two-week break. We'll resume with, 
The Bad Boys of Easter on 3.26. Learn how 
three men found their way into the Easter 
story, refusing to abandon their quest for 
control and surrender to the Savior of the 
world.  

We invite ALL Epworth women to join in on 
the fun we’re planning for 3.19 at Uncork the 
Artist. See additional information to the right. 

HEALING & WHOLENESS SERVICE
On March 19 at 7pm, join us in the Sanctuary for 
this monthly service that provides an opportunity 
for prayer, reflection and meditation. Come and 
pray for your own needs, for those of loved ones, 
or for the community and the world. The service 
includes music, Scripture reading and anointing with 
intercessory prayer (if desired).

It is with mixed emotions that we
 announce the retirement of 

Jane Bueche, our financial secretary.

Jane has faithfully served Epworth in this 
position for 28 years, and her last day in the 

office will be Friday, April 26. We will be 
honoring and expressing our deep gratitude to  
Jane for all that she has done for Epworth with 

a Love Offering at our worship services on: 
Saturday, April 27 at 5pm and Sunday, April 28 
at 9:45 and 11am.  If you'd like to contribute to 
her love offering, please send your gifts to the 

church office, attention: Marla Kelsey by

 Wednesday, April 24.

DINNER @ SHORTY'S BBQ
Join us for our next Parent's Night Out Event, this 
Saturday, March 16 for dinner at Shorty's True Amer-
ican Roadhouse, (5111 Monroe St, Toledo). Drop your 
kids off at Epworth beginning at 5:30 for an evening 
of pizza and fun for them. Then meet us at Shorty's for 
dinner from 6-8 pm. Pick the kids back up by 8:30pm. 
Sign up on the connection card or RSVP to Amy Kall at 
akall@buckeye-express.com by Monday, March 11 for 
dinner and childcare if needed. We are looking forward 
to a relaxing meal with old and new friends.

THE ILLINOIS WESLEYAN COLLEGIATE CHOIR 
Please email cecil@epworth.com if you are able to 
host 2 or so members of the choir in your home. 
Our music department presents: The Illinois Wesleyan 
Collegiate Choir this Friday, March 15, 7:30pm in the 
Sanctuary. The Illinois Wesleyan University Collegiate 
Choir, approx. 50 students, are selected by audition and 
maintain a rigorous rehearsal schedule throughout the 
year. The concert is free and open to the public.  

BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE
The improvements continue both inside and outside 
the building. Upcoming interior updates include: 
• new name tag holder
• permanent coat racks across from the new lobby 

bathrooms
• modify retention pond to reduce standing water
We became aware of excessive light from both automo-
bile traffic and light fixtures intruding on our southern 
neighbor’s property. We've been working with our 
neighbor and The Village to further reduce the amount 
of light intrusion. Upcoming utdoor updates include: 
• plant additional, larger evergreen trees to better 

block light intrusion
• install shields to light fixtures in the South parking 

lot to eliminate glare
• replace 2 light poles with mounted flood lights

UNCORK THE ARTIST SOCIAL PAINT PARTY
All Epworth Ladies are Invited!

Come join the ladies and friends from the Tuesday Morn-
ing Bible Study for a fun social gathering at Uncork the 
Artist on Tuesday, March 19 from 10am–12:30pm. An 
art instructor provides step-by-step instruction to paint 
your masterpiece on canvas. We will all be painting the 
same scene but you can choose your own color schemes. 
No prior experience is required!  Coffee and juice will be 
provided. If so desired, you may bring a brunch item to 
share, cost is $35. RSVP to Dolli at ddarah@bex.net.

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN MEN’S GLEE CLUB 
Epworth Artist Series presents the University of Michigan Men’s Glee Club on Sunday, March 31 at 3pm in the 
Sanctuary. Long acclaimed as one of the finest male choirs in the world, the members of the Glee Club, chosen 
by audition, represent a wide spectrum of majors in a majority of the University’s 19 schools and colleges. The 
Glee Club has become renowned for its wide repertoire of music that incorporates selections from different 
musical styles and periods including Renaissance motets, Romantic anthems, opera choruses, folksongs, spiri-
tuals, contemporary works, and more!

MENTAL WELLNESS: HEALTH FAIR
After taking some time off 
during construction in 2017 & 
2018, Epworth’s annual health 
fair returns on Sunday, March 
31, from 8:30am-12:30pm in the 
gym. This year’s focus is on men-
tal wellness – from grief support 
to work-life balance to addiction 

recovery and so much more. Individuals and orga-
nizations specializing in mental health and wellness 
will be on hand to answer questions, provide take-
away materials, and more. Please join us in the gym 
before or after worship on Sunday, March 31.

RESPONSE TO GENERAL CONFERENCE
As you may know, there is deep concern and a variety 
of emotions being shared across our global church in 
response to the actions taken by the General Confer-
ence last week in St. Louis. On Monday, our Adminis-
trative Council will receive the latest information and 
discern the next steps of Epworth as we await the 
Judicial Council’s ruling in late April.    
  
Visit epworth.com/gcresponse to find Epworth’s 
pastoral response released last week as well as a link 
to Pastor Doug's sermon this past Sunday delivered 
in light of General Conference action and what may 
lie ahead for jurisdictions, annual conference, and lo-
cal churches yearning for a more inclusive expression 
of the Methodist Movement.

If anyone is in need of prayer, conversation, or guid-
ance in taking next steps personally, you are encour-
aged to speak to one of our pastors. We encourage 
all members and friends at this hour to take up a 
hammer and find a way now to help construct this 
local church as a place that values LGBTQ persons 
and  their families. We are truly better together as we 
seek to welcome and value all God’s people.


