
1 Cor 6:1-11 - “The Sin That Wins?”

Starter: What’s the sin that wins? What’s the sin that seems to trump all others? You can answer 
this from a personal point of view and/or what the Church seems to suggest (silly or serious).

Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-11.

Q. What is the sin that Paul is dealing with in the church of Corinth?
A. It appears to be fraud from verses 7-8.

Q. Why is it a problem?
A. Paul says having any kind of lawsuit against a brother (or sister) is foolish (v7) but taking 
them to court in front of people who don’t have the same values is foolish too (vv 1,4 (not NIV)). 
They should be settling it within the church (v5). Note this is what Paul has just gone through 
with them in our chapter 5 and the way Jesus says to deal with sin in the church in Matt 
18:15-20.

Q. How does Paul tie this particular sin in with salvation?
A. All sin leads away from God (v8-9a).

Q. To Paul, what is the sin that wins?
A. Paul ties adultery, homosexuality, drunkenness and greed together in this passage - there 
seems to be no degree of sin as far as Paul’s concerned.
Note: No matter what we want it to say, homosexuality as referred to in this passage is non-
violent consensual sex between passive and an active male partners.

Q. Why do you suppose that murder, rape, child abuse and other violent crimes aren’t 
listed by Paul here?
A. I would assume that there is a limit to what the church *should* deal with before going before 
a court. All Paul’s ‘suggestions’ here are somewhat in the area of moral law rather than civil law. 
(i.e. Christians shouldn’t get drunk but it’s not against the law to get drunk.)

Paul sets a standard for what’s expected of Christians or at least what kinds of sins the church 
should deal with but Jesus sets the bar much higher. A perfect parallel is what Jesus says about 
a sin in Paul’s list here:

Matt 5:27-28 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say 
to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart.”
Q. Why do you suppose Jesus’ standard is higher than Paul’s?
A. There’s lots of ways you can answer this question. Jesus is addressing the heart behind the 
sin. That’s what comes first. It’s almost like the difference between murder and pre-meditated 
murder (see also Matt 5:21-22).
Jesus can set the standard wherever he wants it to be, after-all it was him who died for ALL sin.

Q. What hope does Paul provide for the Church in this passage?
A. It’s pretty much exclusively set out in verse 11.

Q. What are the roles of mankind, the Son, and the Spirit in terms of Salvation? Can you 
think of Scriptures to back up your answers?
A. Believing in Jesus is the only step required man (John 3:16). The death of Jesus on the cross 
for the sake of our sin (John 1:29,36) is what justifies and makes us righteous before the Father. 
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And the Spirit is an ongoing presence in our lives convicting (John 16:8) and sanctifying (1 Thes 
5:23) us.

Q. Who is responsible for our sin? 
A. We all are responsible for our own sin; we can blame generational sin or Satan but ultimately 
it’s our own choice to rebel against God. 
 
But what Paul’s saying in this passage is that Christians don’t need to sin. The work of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives should progress us to a point where we are more and more Christlike. 
Q. If that’s the case why aren’t we all like Jesus already?
A. God can only work in our lives to the degree that we let him - we’re not robots. 

Take away: What area(s) of your life can you give up for the Holy Spirit to bring holiness? 
Sanctification (the process of being made holy) can take a long time because God has to work 
at our pace, not his own; plus we keep taking back control!

Why not pray for one another for the strength and ability to relinquish control of the areas of sin 
in our lives?


