
"Baptism Matters" 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 
 
 
    Overview            We all have moments in our lives that mark significant milestones in our spiritual  

      journey.   These moments are reflections of theological truth as much as they are  
      signposts of God’s active work within us. 
     
      One of the first such signposts in Jesus’ life is His baptism.  This was the moment  
      that marked a transition from Jesus’ private life to the start of His public ministry.   
      From this point on Jesus was sorely tested as He sought to teach and save. 

  
When we think of the baptism moment, we usually emphasize that salvation has 
come to the person being baptised.  This is clearly not a need that Jesus has.  It 
would seem that baptism for Jesus (and for us) is clearly about something more.  
 

 
 Getting Started  Let‘s Go Down to the River 

 
 1.   Have you been baptised?  If so – what were the details (i.e. when, where, by  
  whom, etc.)? 
 
 2.   Have you ever been involved in baptising someone else?  Who would you  
  love to baptise?  

 
3.   How much of a “water person” are you?  Do you enjoy swimming?  Water- 
 skiing?  Scuba-diving?  Soaking?  Hot-tubbing?  None of the above?  

 
 
     The Text    

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John  
 tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all    
 righteousness.” Then John consented.  

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he  
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is  
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

              Matthew 3:13-17 (NIV) 
 
 
The Video (optional)     “Baptism Matters” – Matthew 3:13-17 - by Kyle Corbin, Jan. 3/21  
     (view at www.immanuelonline.ca) 
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Understanding 

 1.  In this passage we find Jesus travelling away from His home.  Where is Jesus 
  going (vs. 13)?  Who is Jesus going to meet and what do we know about  
  this person (review 3:1-6 and Like 3:1-6)? 
 
 2.  Why is Jesus seeking out this individual at the Jordan (vs. 13)?  Do you think  
  this individual was surprised to see Jesus?  How has this person prepared 

    for this moment (see vs. 3-6 and Luke 3:1-3)? 
  
   3.  How does John react to Jesus’ request to be baptized (vs. 14)?  What does  
    this reaction suggest about John (and his understanding of who Jesus is)? 
 
   4.  How is the baptism that Jesus brings different from John’s baptism (vs. 14  
    and vs. 11)?   What does it mean to baptize with the “Holy Spirit” (see  
    John 6:63, 14:12, 16:8; Romans 8:16, 1 John 2:20 and the result of   
    Pentecost (Acts 2:44-47, 3:6, 4:33; 5:29))?        
 
   5.  What is John referring to when he talks about baptizing with “fire” (check  
    Mal. 3:2, Matt. 3:12, 2 Peter 3:7-12, 2 Thess. 1:8 and then for another  
    aspect look at Isaiah 6:6-7, Zech. 13:9, Mal. 3:3, Acts 2:3, 1 Peter 1:7)? 
 
   6.  How does Jesus help John overcome his reluctance to baptize (vs. 15)?  How 
    does Jesus’ baptism help “fulfill all righteousness” (i.e. how does it fulfill  
    God’s plan (John 1:33, Acts 10:37-38) or affirm John’s message  
    (Isaiah 53:6, 2 Cor. 5:21, 1 Peter 3:18))?   
 
   7.  What is God’s response to Jesus’ baptism (vs. 16-17)?  Why does God  
    respond in this visible and audible way (Hint: For whom is God’s response 
    intended) (consider also John 17:20-26)? 
 
   
 
    
   Applying 
   1. Given their rejection of Jesus’ message and their characteristic self-  

   righteousness, it may seem a bit odd that the religious leaders of the day  
   came to receive John’s baptism (vs. 7).  What do you think motivated  
   them to do this (consider also the warning in Mal. 4:5-6)?  
 

   2.  What does John’s reaction to the arrival of religious leaders and others   
    suggest about any preparation we must do to welcome Jesus (vs. 7-10  
    and 3:7-14)?  Is this preparation just for non-believers?  How might   
    believers apply the truth seen here? 
 

 



   3.  Do you believe God prepared you for the arrival of Jesus in your life?  How  
    did He do that? 
 
   4.  If you have been baptised, how would you describe the impact of that   
    experience on your life?  Did it teach you anything (or affirm anything in  
    your heart) about God?  About yourself?   
   
   5.  What are some of the reasons Christians choose not to be baptized?  How  
    might these reasons be addressed?  If you have not been baptized (or  
    have not been baptized by immersion), is there anything preventing you  
    from undergoing baptism at this time (aside from possible COVID   
    restrictions)? 
 
   6.  In Jesus’ baptism there are visible manifestations of God (i.e. evidences of  
    God’s power and grace at work).  What things would you point to in your  
    life as evidences of God’s power and grace at work in you?   
 
   7.  There is a great contrast in this passage between the God who baptizes with  
    fire and the one whose Spirit descends like a dove (see also  
    Matt. 11:29-30 and Matt. 25:41)?  Which depiction of God do people  
    prefer?  Which depiction do we need (and why)? 
 
   8.  It has been said that in undergoing John’s baptism, Jesus bound “himself to  
    the destiny of Israel” (David Garland).  In other words, Jesus identified  
    with His people in order to save them.  What implications (if any) might  
    this have for the way we do ministry?    
 
   9.  For what do you need Holy Spirit power in your life today? 
 
 
 
Memory Verse(s) 

    

  17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I  
   am well pleased.” 
           
           Matthew 3:17 (NIV) 
 

  
 
Extra Resources 

 
v “Baptism Matters” – Matthew 3:13-17 - by Kyle Corbin, Jan. 3/21 (view at 

www.immanuelonline.ca).  Pastor Kyle outlines the implications of Jesus’ 
baptism for us. 

v “What Is Baptism - and How Important Is It?” -  by John Piper (article at 
www.desiringgod.org, July 20, 2008).  Piper addresses the meaning of 
baptism and immersion (with a footnote on church membership).   

v “The Baptism of Christ – Matthew 3:13-17” - by Daniel M. Doriani (chapter 
in “Matthew”, Reformed Expository Commentary, pp. 58-69).  Read this 
for an alternate (Presbyterian) approach to infant baptism.  

 

 


