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INVOCATION

The Sacred Three
to save

to shield

to surround

this hearth

this home

this night

every night.

O God of life, this night,
close not Thy gladness to my sight.

Keep me and all who are dear to me
In the arms of Your embrace.
Shelter us under Your wings.

Be our hope in distress.

Be our calm in anxiety.

Be our strength in weakness.
Be our comfort in pain.

Be our song in the night.

SCRIPTURE HEBREWS 4:12-16

Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it
divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of
the heart. And before him no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of
the one to whom we must render an account.

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of
God, let us hold fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.



POEM — “SONG” BY TRACY K. SMITH

| think of your hands all those years ago

Learning to maneuver a pencil, or struggling

To fasten a coat. The hands you’d sit on in class,

The nails you chewed absently. The clumsy authority
With which they’d sail to the air when they knew

You knew the answer. | think of them lying empty

At night, of the fingers wrangling something

From your nose, or buried in the cave of your ear.

All the things they did cautiously, pointedly,

Obedient to the suddenest whim. Their shames.

How they failed. What they won’t forget year after year.
Or now. Resting on the wheel or the edge of your knee.
| am trying to decide what they feel when they wake up
And discover my body is near. Before touch.

Pushing off the ledge of the easy quiet dancing between us.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING

O God, at this time, we lift up to you our concerns, hopes and thanksgivings for ourselves and
others, naming them out loud or holding them in our hearts....

CLOSING PRAYERS

God, your unfailing love sustains the life of the world: watch over those who work and those
who rest, those who sorrow and those who rejoice, those who long for your peace and those
who long to be enlivened by your Spirit. Bless us this night and enfold us in your mystery that

we might deepen our trust in your grace and peace. Amen.

Calm me, O Christ, as You stilled the storm.



Still me O Christ, keep me from harm.
Let all the tumult within me cease.
Enfold me, Lord, in Your peace.

O God, bless the work that is done,
and the work that is to be.

O God, bless the servant that | am,
and the servant that | will be.

Sleep, O sleep in the calm of all calm.

Sleep, O sleep in the guidance of all guidance.
Sleep O sleep in the love of all loves.

Sleep, O beloved, in the God of life. Amen.
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