
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Smiths Falls, Ontario  |  Anglican Diocese of Ottawa 

 

Second Sunday after Christmas ~ January 3, 2020 

 

A SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST IN PANDEMIC 

Book of Alternative Services  
 

We acknowledge that we gather at St. John’s on the traditional and unceded territory of the 

Algonquin Nation. Wherever you are worshiping this morning, consider the traditional land you 

are on and give thanks for the gift of it, praying we may dwell on the land with respect and 

peace. 
 

 

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All  And also with you. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, 

All  to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you 
no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

 
Collect of the Day 

God of power and life, the glory of all who believe in you, fill the world with 

your splendour and show the nations the light of your truth; through Jesus 
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

First Reading Ephesians 1.3-14 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us 

in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before 
him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 

according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption 

through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made 

known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set 

forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, 



things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an 

inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were 

the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him 
you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 

and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 
Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s own 

people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord 
All  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Canticle:  Canticle of the Messiah  Isaiah 9.2, 3b-4a,6-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; * those 

who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, upon them the light has dawned. 
 

You have increased their joy and given them great gladness; * they 

rejoiced before you as with joy at the harvest. 
 

For you have shattered the yoke that burdened them; * the collar that 

lay heavy on their shoulders. 
 

For to us a child is born and to us a son is given, * and the government 
will be upon his shoulder. 
 

And his name will be called: Wonderful Counsellor; * the Mighty God;  

the Everlasting Father; the Prince of Peace. 
 

Of the increase of his government and of peace * there will be no end, 
 

Upon the throne of David and over his kingdom, * to establish and 

uphold it with justice and righteousness. 
 

From this time forth and for evermore; * the zeal of the Lord of hosts 

will do this. 
 

 
Holy Gospel   John 1.10-18 

Gospeller The Lord be with you 
All   And also with you. 

Gospeller  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
All   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived 



among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full 

of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I 
said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.”’) 

From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was 
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has 

ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who 
has made him known. 

 
Gospeller The Gospel of Christ. 

All  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
Reflection 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

Celebrant  Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

All  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
Intercessions  

Leader In joy and humility let us pray to the creator of the universe, 
saying, “Lord, grant us peace.” 

 
By the good news of our salvation brought to Mary by the   

  angel, hear us, O Lord.  Lord, grant us peace. 

 
By the mystery of the Word made flesh, hear us, O Lord. Lord, 

grant us peace. 
 

By the birth in time of the timeless Son of God, hear us, O Lord. 
Lord, grant us peace. 

 
By the manifestation of the King of glory to the shepherds and 

magi, hear us, O Lord.  Lord, grant us peace. 
 



By the submission of the maker of the world to Mary and 

Joseph of Nazareth, hear us, O Lord. Lord, grant us peace. 
 

By the baptism of the Son of God in the river Jordan, hear us, O 
Lord. Lord, grant us peace. 

 
Grant that the kingdoms of this world may become the 

kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; hear us, O 
Lord. Lord, grant us peace. 

 
Grant us forgiveness of all our sins and offenses and grace to 

amend our lives; hear us, O Lord.  Lord, grant us peace. 
 

 
The Peace 

Celebrant Beloved, as we are reconciled in Christ, so may we be reconciled 

with one another.  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 

 
 

Prayer over the gifts 

Wise and gracious God, you spread a table before us; nourish your people with 
the word of life and the bread of heaven.  Amen. 
 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant It is indeed right that we should praise you, gracious God, 
 for you created all things. You formed us in your own image: 

 male and female you created us.  
 

 When we turned away from you in sin, you did not cease to care for 
us, but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a 

covenant with Israel, and through your servants Abraham and 
Sarah gave the promise of a blessing to all nations. Through Moses 

you led your people from bondage into freedom; through the 

prophets you renewed your promise of salvation.  
 



 Therefore, with them, and with all your saints who have served you 

in every age, we give thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the 
glory of your name. 

 

All Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 
earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. 
 

Celebrant Holy God, source of life and goodness, all creation rightly gives you 

praise.  In the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ, to 
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile 

us to you, the God and Father of all. He healed the sick and ate and 
drank with outcasts and sinners; he opened the eyes of the blind 

and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom to the poor and to 
those in need. In all things he fulfilled your gracious will. 

 

 On the night he freely gave himself to death, our Lord Jesus Christ 
took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, “ Take, eat: this is my body which 
is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “ Drink this, all of you: this is 

my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 
 

 Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice destroys the power of sin and 

death; by raising him to life you give us life for evermore.  
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 

All Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

Celebrant Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, and looking for his 

coming again in glory, we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup. 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that all who eat 

and drink at this table may be one body and one holy people, a 
living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Through Christ, with Christ, 

and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, 

almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever.  Amen. 



Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 
All God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light 

and life. 
 

Celebrant The gifts of God are for the people of God. 
All Thanks be to God. 

 

 
Doxology 

Celebrant Glory to God 
All  whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we 

can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to 
generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and 

ever.  Amen. 
 
 

The Blessing & Dismissal 

Celebrant May the God of infinite goodness scatter the darkness of sin and 
brighten your hearts with holiness; and the blessing of God 

almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always.  Amen. 

 
Celebrant Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
 

 


