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Most of us 

Have been raised with the expectation  
that the practise of our faith--  

 
Saying our prayers, 
 Attending worship, 
  Sharing with others— 
   Will always be rewarded. 
 
When I memorized Bible verses in Sunday School 
 my teachers gave me stickers and smiley faces. 
  When my daughters say grace before dinner 
   I tell them ‘you did good’. 
 
From a young age 
 We were taught to believe 
  That the practise of our faith will be blessed. 
   We teach our children and grandchildren the same. 
 
But if we’re honest, 
 We’ll admit that not everyone  
  Welcomes our religious behavior.  
 
Sometimes those very practises 
 That are celebrated on Sundays 
  Are criticized during the rest of the week. 
I was talking with someone recently 
 Who spoke about a time of difficulty at work. 
 
 
 
 

He got into trouble, 
 significant trouble, 
  Not because of poor performance, 
   Not because he was showing up late 
    And leaving early. 
 
He got into trouble because prior to Easter 
 Because he passed on a little information to some clients. 
  A little information he thought they’d appreciated: 

A schedule of some church services. 
 

When a co-worked complained 
He was taken to task. 
 His employer did not appreciate his religious spirit. 

 
Outside of the church walls 
 Outside of our homes 
  the practise of our faith  
   Isn’t always rewarded. 
 
Sometimes it is punished. 
 Sometimes we suffer for living out our faith. 
 
Of course this isn’t anything new. 
 
Flip through your Bible 
 And you will find story 
  Upon story, upon story 
   Of people who are in trouble 
    In trouble because they are trying to honor God. 
 
Jesus is rebuked because he helps people, 
 He heals people on the Sabbath. 
  Stephen is stoned because he speaks with wisdom 

and doesn’t hide the truth. 
Paul and Silas are arrested because they free 

A girl who is spiritually oppressed and 
being pimped out 

For her fortune-telling services.i 
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And Daniel 

Daniel is thrown in the lion’s den 
  Because he prays. 
 
Now we know that ultimately it is jealousy 
 Jealousy that gets Daniel into trouble. 
 
His coworkers are envious of abilities, 

And how he is favoured. 
They can’t handle seeing him in charge 

of the whole kingdom. 
 
It is jealousy that gets Daniel into trouble. 

But it is Daniel’s faithfulness, 
  It’s his faithfulness that is the snare 
   In which he is trapped. 
 
Daniel’s jealous co-workers know that when it comes to prayer 
 Daniel is faithful, 
  Daniel is committed. 
 
Three times a day Daniel 
 is on his knees praising his Creator 
  And seeking mercy before his God. 
 
So they conspire against him 
 And with the king’s blessing 
  Made this habit illegal. 
 
As they suspected 

Daniel continues to pray. 
 
Now it isn’t that he is a fanatic 

Or that he is looking to cause trouble. 
Daniel just feels that these daily conversations, 

conversations with God, 
are too important to let go.”ii   

 
 
 

Given our experience in Sunday School: 
 all those instantaneous rewards, 
  all those stickers and smiley faces, 
 
We expect that God 
 would immediately bless his behavior. 
 
That a legal team would be gathered, 
 That a loop-hole would be found. 
  That Daniel would be granted an exemption. 
   And he’d be back in his room, praying before dinner. 
 
But what happens? 
 What happens? 
 
The king may be sad, but poor Daniel is executed: 
 He is thrown into a lion’s den. 
 
Just to make it certain 

A stone is rolled in front of the entrance.  
His tomb is sealed. 

 
So much for the rewards for faithfulness. 
 If you’ve signed up to follow Jesus 
  You might want to check the small print. 
 
Daniel shows us that faithfulness to God 
 Doesn’t give us an exemption 

 from life’s troubles. 
 
Even worse,  

Daniel shows us that faithfulness to God 
Will get us into trouble. 

   Trouble we never sought out. 
 
Of course if this was all there was to the story, 
 We might as well go home… 
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But the story continues. 
 We find this good news 

That is the very point of the story: 
 
That while Jesus will lead us into trouble 
 He will carry us through it; 

That while Jesus will lead us into trouble 
   It’s trouble worth facing. 
 
Daniel spends the evening in the lion’s den. 
 I can’t imagine he sleeps well. 
 
And yet God is with him 
 In this dark valley. 
  God preserves him. 
   God sends his angel. 
    God shuts the lions’ mouths. 
 
This faithful response of God. 
 Provides a great testimony to all the onlookers, 
  To those who have been watching this drama. 
   
Seeing Daniel alive 
 Teaches the king that Daniel’s God is indeed a living God. 
 
King Darius records “a hymn of faith and praise 
 To the God who saved Daniel from the power 
  Of the lions…”iii 
 
And he has this hymn put on  
 High rotation throughout his kingdom. 
 
I talked earlier 
 About the man who got in trouble at work 
  Because he shared invitations to church. 
 
Getting rapped on the knuckles 

i See Mark 3:1-6, Acts 6:8ff, Acts 16:16-24,  
ii See W. Sibley Towner Daniel 83 

 Undoubtedly made him more careful. 
 
But knowing what God accomplished through Daniel, 
 I wonder if we need to be less careful  
  About practising our faith  
   And a little more courageous. 
 
I’m not suggesting that we look for trouble, 
 But simply do those things God calls us to,  
  No-matter the circumstance. 
 
Why not decide to give thanks at meals 
 Whether you’re with guests or alone, 
  At home or at a restaurant? 
 
Why not determine to worship regularly 
 Even when it means the kids will miss a game 
  And you’ll need to get groceries on Monday? 
 
Why not give some money to the canvasser 
 That just interrupted your dinner, 
  Even though you’ll have to justify it to your spouse. 
 
If Daniel was with us today, 
 I think that Daniel would encourage us 
  To follow our convictions. 
 
I think that Daniel would remind us 
 That God will stand by us  
  As we face hard consequences. 
 
I think that Daniel would show us 

That God will meet our little acts of obedience 
  With overwhelming faithfulness 
   And through our bravery and God’s goodness 

accomplish many incredible things.  
Amen. 

iii W. Sibley Towner Daniel 90 

                                                           


