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INVOCATION 
The Sacred Three  
to save 
to shield 
to surround 
this hearth 
this home 
this night  
every night. 
 
O God of life, this night, 
close not Thy gladness to my sight. 
 
Keep me and all who are dear to me 
In the arms of Your embrace. 
Shelter us under Your wings. 
 
Be our hope in distress. 
Be our calm in anxiety. 
Be our strength in weakness. 
Be our comfort in pain. 
Be our song in the night. 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE     HEBREWS 2:5-9 
Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. But 
someone has testified somewhere, 
“What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
    or mortals, that you care for them? 
You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 
    you have crowned them with glory and honor, 
    subjecting all things under their feet.” 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not 
yet see everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made 
lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so 
that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone 



 
  

POEM – “HURRY” BY MARIE HOWE  

 We stop at the dry cleaners and the grocery store    
and the gas station and the green market and    
Hurry up honey, I say, hurry,    
as she runs along two or three steps behind me    
her blue jacket unzipped and her socks rolled down.    
 
Where do I want her to hurry to? To her grave?    
To mine? Where one day she might stand all grown?    
Today, when all the errands are finally done, I say to her,    
Honey I'm sorry I keep saying Hurry—    
you walk ahead of me. You be the mother.    
 
And, Hurry up, she says, over her shoulder, looking     
back at me, laughing. Hurry up now darling, she says,    
hurry, hurry, taking the house keys from my hands. 

      
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.    Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING 
O God, at this time, we lift up to you our concerns, hopes and thanksgivings for ourselves and 
others, naming them out loud or holding them in our hearts…. 
 
CLOSING PRAYERS 
God, your unfailing love sustains the life of the world: watch over those who work and those 
who rest, those who sorrow and those who rejoice, those who long for your peace and those 
who long to be enlivened by your Spirit.  Bless us this night and enfold us in your mystery that 
we might deepen our trust in your grace and peace.  Amen. 
 
 
Calm me, O Christ, as You stilled the storm. 



 
  

Still me O Christ, keep me from harm. 
Let all the tumult within me cease. 
Enfold me, Lord, in Your peace.   
O God, bless the work that is done, 
and the work that is to be. 
 
O God, bless the servant that I am, 
and the servant that I will be. 
 
Sleep, O sleep in the calm of all calm. 
Sleep, O sleep in the guidance of all guidance. 
Sleep O sleep in the love of all loves. 
Sleep, O beloved, in the God of life. Amen. 
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