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Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church 
“Mission: People Who Are Sent” 
Scripture: Matthew 9:35-10:8; Matthew 28:16-20; Isaiah 52:7-10 refrain I from psalm 
147 
Hymns: Come to us, beloved Stranger 262; Step by Step (see insert from March 15); 
I, the Lord of sea and sky 592; Lord, you give the great commission 778 (Tune: 
Abbot's Leigh, vv 1/2/5) 
April 19, 2015 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
Regular attendance at public worship 
 Has fallen out of fashion. 
  Many people who were once raised in the church 
   No longer feel the need to join us here on Sundays. 
 
Some people own this choice 
 As a deliberate lifestyle decision. 

They never really got much out of church 
 And have found better things to do with their time. 
 

Others know that they’re making a mistake 
 They realise they’ve fallen out of a good habit. 
 
They understand that to be a follower of Jesus 
 You need to learn from Jesus,  

you need to listen to Jesus. 
   They know that weekly worship facilitates this. 

    
When I bump into this second group 
 I will often hear confessions and apologies. 
  They tell me that they need to get back to church. 
 
Our Sunday morning gatherings are important. 
 Very important.  
 
But as important as it is to come together for worship, 
 To learn from Jesus, to listen to Jesus, 
  Our one-hour weekly assembly 
   Is not the only activity 

    That is essential for a follower of Christ. 
  
Today we are continuing our exploration  
 Of the topic of mission. 
 
Last week we heard that our church’s mission 
 Flows from God’s mission and purposes. 
  Last week we heard that God’s mission is multi-faceted. 
   And then investigate that call to bear witness to our faith 
    And talk about our God. 
 
Today we will continue on our theme 
 By exploring another facet of mission 
  Closely related to last week’s topic. 
 
Today will we explore the call 
 To share in Jesus’ work outside of Sunday worship. 
  Today we will explore how we are sent out into ministry. 
 
Our first reading from Matthew  
 Begins with a sort of summary statement  

of the work that Jesus had been doing: 
 Jesus had been teaching 
  And Jesus had been healing. 

 
Earlier this year we explored the teaching part of Jesus’ ministry  

in Matthew chapters 5 to 7, 
  The ‘Sermon on the Mount’. 
 
If you read chapters 8 & 9 

You’ll see the healing part of Jesus’ ministry:  
cleansing lepers, casting out demons, 

   Even raising the dead. 
 
Jesus has been busy, 
 Very busy. 
 
Where we pick up in Matthew 
 Jesus appears to be taking a moment 
  To pause and to survey what remains to be done. 
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He has already accomplished so much, 
 ‘healing ever disease and sickness’. 
  And yet crowds of people are swarming around him. 
   He has barely made a dent  

in the mountain of human need. 
 
Most people would be overwhelmed 
 By the enormity of this challenge. 
  And yet when Jesus observes  

those harassed and helpless people 
    His heart breaks for them. 
  
Jesus calls his disciples together 
 To ask God to send more helpers. 
  Then he deputises these disciples, 

he commissions them as apostles, 
 to help him with this work. 
 

They are to do the exact things he was doing: 
 To preach about the kingdom, 
  Heal the sick, 
   Drive out demons,  
    Raise the dead.i 
 
We are not told about their reaction 
 To their commissioning. 
 
But we can imagine their might have been 
 Just a wee bit of anxiety 
  As they made that big step from being observers 
   (those who learned from Jesus and listened to Jesus) 
    To becoming practitioners 

(those who followed Jesus into the 
field). 

 
Just imagine… 
 
James whispers to Matthew. 
 Did he really just say what I think he said? 
  WE are going to be doing this work? 

Preaching about the kingdom of heaven? 
 
I’ve taken a few notes along the way, 
 And I’m sure I can tell a few stories, 
  That night on the Sea of Galilee 
   Where we almost drown… 
    That was unforgettable. 
 
But preach? Teach? 

You’re educated Matthew. 
But I’m just fisherman. 

I was held back in Kindergarten. 
 
And just imagine 

Matthew whispering back to James. 
 
You thinking preaching is tough? 
 Anyone can talk. 
  Anyone can tell a good story. 
 
But are we really going to heal the sick? 
 Cast out demons? 
  Raise the dead? 
 
You know me James, 

I’m uncomfortable around the sick. 
  Especially lepers. 
   They give me the heebie-jeebies. 
    Jesus want us to get close to THEM? 
 
And even if I did. 
 Even if I found a good liturgy for healing. 

Is God going to listen to us? 
 
I’m no priest, James. 

And you’re no Jesus. 
 The only miracle I’ve seen around you 
  Is how much food you pack in at mealtime. 
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We can only imagine that Jesus’ 
 Commissioning of the disciples, 
  Generated no little anxiety. 
 
But when Jesus sent them into action, 
 They went to work. 
 
As Mark’s Gospel reports: 
 “So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent.  

They cast out many demons,  
and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured 
them.”ii 

 
Of course this lesson is just an interesting anecdote 
 When we are just talking about those first disciples. 
  But it becomes a serious challenge  
   When we realise that Jesus wants to send us as well. 
 
When we look at the world around us, 
 We see a lot of pain and heartbreak. 
  We live in a wealthy society. 

We have the benefit of modern medicine 
    But just like Jesus we know many people 

Who are helpless and harassed. 
 
We see friends going through a relationship breakdowns. 
 We watch family members battling with mental illness. 
  We observe neighbors living without transcendent meaning 
   Or purpose. 
 
We see their needs 
 And wish that they could meet Jesus. 
  If only they could encounter Jesus. 
   Wouldn’t make a big difference in their lives! 
 
But the Jesus we know from Scriptures 
 Doesn’t make house-calls to everyone. 
  The Jesus we know from Scriptures 
   Authorises his followers to speak and heal on his behalf. 
 

2000 years ago he shared his work with his first followers. 
 Now he commissions and sends us. 
 
We thought that the life of faith 
 Was just about worship. 
  About gathering together on Sundays 
   To learn about Jesus, to listen to Jesus. 
 
But if we’re really learning and we’re really listening 
 We’ll know that Jesus invites us to share his work 
  And mission outside the church doors. 
 
Jesus sends us to bring hope 
 To those who are living without meaning. 
  Jesus commissions us to bring health and healing 
   To those who are broken and bruised. 
If the church is to be faithful  

We must go. 
We must go and cure the sick, raise the dead,  

cleanse lepers, cast out demons. 
 
This may not involved 
 Anointing people with oil, 
  Crashing funerals, 
   or conducting exorcisms. 
 
But it will certainly include 
 Sharing stories of God’s good purposes 
  To those who lives are empty. 
 
It will include acts of kindness and compassion 
 Like praying for the sick, 
  Visiting those who are neglected, 
   Offering support to those trapped 
    In situations of addiction and abuse. 
 
You might be asking yourself, 
 I guess I could visit that friend who has been struggling. 
  And yet still you may not be convinced 
   that your presence will make a difference. 
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We’re not always convinced  
 That we can address those needs we see around us. 
  Sometimes it seem hard enough to get supper on the table. 
   So how do we support someone in the midst of a divorce? 
 
 
Well I think we need to keep in mind 
 That if Jesus has sent us, 
  Then Jesus will equip and empower us. 
 
By his Spirit he will show us what to do, 
 And coach us what to say. 
 
Jesus will equip us and empower us 
 Not just to change individual lives 
  But to change our very world. 
 
“History bears witness to this fact. 
 Due in part to the efforts made by faithful Christians,  

diseases thought to be incurable  
have been eradicated [leprosy],  

 
unjust laws have been overturned [slavery],  

and individuals who thought some doors would never open  
have seen them swing wide… 

 
in many parts of the world where Christians are persecuted today,  

Christianity not only survives but thrives [house-church in China]. 
 
When such accomplishments occur,  

they leave the faithful ascribing success to a higher power, 
 and rightly so.  

 
It is Christ who enables us to do what we could not do on our own.iii  
 
 

i See Matthew 10:8 
ii Mark 6:12-13 NRSV 

Today I have another challenge for you. 
 Something that I experience 
  While attending worship at St. Andrew’s Hall, 
   Our seminary on the UBC Campus. 
 
It’s called a reverse offering. 
 
In just a moment the ushers are going to pass around the plates. 
 You are invited to take from that plate. 
  No, you won’t be taking money. 
 
You’ll be taking a mission task 
 Written on a piece of paper. 
 
When you have taken that piece of paper, 
 Read the task you have been given. 
  Ask God to guide you to the situation 
   Where you can fulfill this task  
    And in complete this mission 
     Outside the church walls this week. 
 
Some of you may have pulled out a task 
 That you cannot physically accomplish. ie giving blood 
  If so exchange it for another. 
   The basket will be left in the Narthex. 
 
All of this is to remind us 

That our work isn’t over  
when I pronounce the benediction. 

   When we sing the choral amen. 
 
After the amen 
 Jesus sends us out into the mission field. 
  May we all take part in what God is doing.  

Amen. 
 

iii Alexander Wimberly “Matthew 9:35-10:8; Pastoral Perspective” Feasting on 
the Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary - Feasting on the Word – Year 
A, Volume 3: Pentecost and Season After Pentecost 1 (Propers 3-16). 

                                                           


